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Dear Brothers, Sisters and Friends in the Passionist Family, 
 
Funeral – Fr Mark Nugent CP 
 
Over a thousand people from all backgrounds and communities attended the 
funeral of Fr Mark Nugent which took place at St Ignatius Church, Norwood in 
Adelaide on Monday afternoon, 22nd August 2011. It was truly a great honour to a 
man who touched the lives of so many people, young and old. 
 
I was privileged to lead the Requiem Mass which was concelebrated by about 25 
priests from among our Passionists and the Archdiocese of Adelaide. The former 
Archbishop Leonard Faulkner was present, as was the Vicar General, Fr Philip 
Marshal, representing Archbishop Wilson. Present, too, were our Passionist 
Brothers, Sisters and Novices. Fr Tony Egar preached a meaningful homily 
reflecting on Mark’s life in relation to the chosen readings from Scripture. 
 
A large contingent of Mark’s family members were present. Mark was very close to 
his family and each of his seven nieces and nephews delivered eulogies. They 
were also very involved in the preparation of the liturgy and a PowerPoint 
presentation of Mark’s life with the assistance of Br James Coucher. 
 
Before the Mass, the Aboriginal community, whom Mark 
ministered to for some years, led the mourners in a 
traditional smoking and cleansing ceremony outside the 
church. At the beginning of Mass, members of family and 
close friends placed symbols related to aspects of Mark’s 
life on his casket – including his Crows football scarf. 
 
Following the two-hour Mass, the casket was taken to our 
Passionist cemetery at St Paul’s, Glen Osmond for burial in 
a grave which was dug by Br James Coucher (Mark’s good 
friend) with assistance from our Novices.          (L-R –Fr Chris Mithen CP, Fr Pat Cooper CP 
                               & Fr Mark Nugent CP)  
 
On Sunday evening, about 40 people consisting of family members and close 
friends joined the Passionists in a prayerful Vigil service in St Paul’s Church, 
including the opportunity to share memories of Mark. These included sharing by 
Mark’s classmates: Fr Pat Cooper and a read reflection by Fr Chris Mithen who 
was unable to be present due to his hospitalization following recent surgery. A 
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reflection from Fr Peter McGrath (former student and Provincial of Mark) was also 
read. 
 
I express special thanks to Fr Tiernan Doherty and members of the Glen Osmond 
community for their care of Mark during his time in hospital and for the hospitality 
extended to members of the family and guests for the funeral. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(L-R – Fr Mark Nugent CP, Fr General Ottaviano D'Eg idio CP, Fr Ray Brain CP) 

 
 
World Youth Day and the Young Passionists Meeting, Madrid 2011 – by Fr 
Denis Travers CP 
 
Madrid is a modern, well spaced city of 3.5 million people 
with its well manicured gardens, grand plazas, wide 
boulevards and typically European style buildings of a 
uniform height all adding to the charm of the city. However 
even with its extensive streets and plentiful plazas there 
was no way that it could disguise the presence of 1.5 
million pilgrims who gathered in the city for their World 
Youth Day encounter with Pope Benedict 16th. 

 (L-R – Fr Denis Travers CP & Fr John Auram CP) 

 
Like Sydney of 2008, the city of Madrid took on a youthful public face as each day the 
streets literally swarmed with young people from across the globe wearing every kind 
of coloured T-shirt noting their diocese or organisation and holding all kinds of 
banners announcing their city or country of origin. The mood of the city was one of 
celebration and happiness and the mere sight of one’s home country’s flag being 
held proudly by some young person seemed invitation enough for one to say ‘hello’ to 
a perfect stranger.  The streets, gardens, public plazas, busses and Metro system all 
hummed with the sound of young people laughing, chanting, singing and greeting 
each other. 
 
Not being all that young, the members of the General Council did not attend many of 
the official WYD events within the city. However we did absorb the atmosphere and 
saw the experience reflected through the eyes and experiences of the seventy of 
younger members of the Congregation who had also come to Madrid for both the 
encounter with Pope Benedict and also for a Young Passionists Meeting with the 
General and Council. 
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From our own Province John Auram attended both the meeting of the Young 
Passionists and also the WYD events themselves. John was a very popular member 
of the younger religious group and some Pidgin English words seemed to capture 
everyone’s imagination and were unofficially adopted as one of the chants of our own 
group. I am sure John can share more details with everyone upon his return! 
 
The actual encounter of the Superior General and Council with the younger religious 
of the Congregation took place prior to World Youth Day and was located at the 
Passionist Community in Peñafiel (a small town about 100kms from Madrid).  Upon 
our arrival in Madrid airport on August 11th we were all taken to our community 
residence in this rural setting. 
 
Peñafiel (population 5,500) is famous for its wonderful fortress (built on a very high 
hill!) and which is now a museum. The name of the town reflects the history of the 
reclamation of areas of Spain from the ‘moors’; that is, as a Christian city Peñafiel 
pledged to be the most faithful (‘fiel’) place or rock (’pena’) in the land’. The fortress - 
shaped like a ship – was a famous stronghold by virtue of its position along the 
frontier lands separating the Christian north and Muslim south of 10th century Spain. 
 
Our Retreat in the town of Peñafiel was once a Dominican monastery, but it is now a 
centre for Passionist youth ministry in Spain. The house with its wide corridors, lovely 
garden, enclosed cloister and both individual room and dormitory accommodation 
was adaptable enough to house the eighty or more members of the Congregation 
who gathered for our meeting.  
 
The young Passionists Meeting followed a formula that we established in Melbourne 
(2008) and consisted of three days of  input sessions with themes reflecting the way 
our Passionist Charism shapes one’s life (Fr Alex Steinmiller), how one discovers 
Christ in the poor (Fr Francisco Murray) and how the Memoria Passionis can 
influence our Congregational Restructuring project (Fr Jose Luis Quintero).  Each day 
the younger men met in international groups to share their reflections on the various 
talks and then joined the presenter and the General Council for feedback and an 
open forum on each day’s topic. In addition to the themes we also had one session 
where our Commission for Solidarity and Mission (Frs. Jesus Maria Aristin, Francisco 
Murray and Vital Otshudialokoka) presented input on their work and other JPIC 
topics. Our Ray Sanchez is also a member of this commission. 
 
Of course the other dynamics of the meeting – opportunities to encounter each other, 
to share experiences and to get to know one another -  extended into meal times, into 
common recreation activity and indeed into the ‘challenges’ of shared 
accommodation (as it seems even young men can snore)!  One evening we had the 
opportunity to sit in the peaceful cloister under the stars and listen to a concert by the 
Passionist music group Getsemani. We also took part in excursions to the above 
mentioned castle and to the nearby city of Segovia (famous for having one of the 
best preserved Roman aqueducts in Europe dating from the late 1st century and for 
its Alcazar Castle dating from the Middle Ages). 
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I won’t bore everyone with a travelogue, but 
perhaps one more reflection on appeal of bull 
fighting might add to this report. Like many of 
the younger religious, our visit to the local arena 
was my first encounter with this phenomenon. 
The days of the Young Passionist Meeting 
coincided with the once yearly week of bull 
fights in Peñafiel. Like many rural towns Peñafiel 
has a small bull ring – actually a circular, fenced, 
sandy arena enclosed within a piazza. The 
houses surrounding the arena all have balconies 
and the people are allocated tickets for each 
balcony by lottery.  
 
Of course there is standing room near the fence, but bulls do occasionally jump the 
barrier and so there is also a section further back where everyone can run for safety 
behind wider bars. I noticed too that all the little restaurants and bars surrounding the 
arena also have vertical wooden or steel bars on the entrances! When asked what 
advice he would give to us, one local Passionist said “If it is black, has horns and is 
coming towards you run the other way”! However, what impressed me most was the 
fact that nearly the entire town came to the event! Many dressed in various ‘social 
club’ colours and after the bull fight it seems that all stay in their thousands on the 
surrounding streets to drink, eat and talk together. I don’t think I have ever witnessed 
such a community gathering in my life – the whole town seems to go on holidays 
together for this week and it certainly seems to be a time of real community spirit and 
unity.  
 
For us Passionists too, the days of the Young Passionist Meeting and the following 
week in Madrid for World Youth Day (where we were hosted at our own St Gabriel’s 
College) were times for celebrating our identity and our solidarity and were an 
excellent opportunity to create new relationships and to know each other better.  
 
The day for the Passionist Family – a wonderful day of liturgy, sharing in groups, of 
short films disco dancing, a ‘mini Olympiad’ and another evening concert under the 
stars was a very joyful encounter. Some three hundred young people from around 
the Passionist world joined with our own younger religious and General Council to 
share in the spirit of this day.  
 
We owe much to our brothers and sisters – religious and lay – from our three 
Provinces in Spain who hosted us. So I might end with a “muchas gracias” to the 
Passionists of Spain and to the committee for organising a wonderful experience and 
time for us to be together! 
 
 Fraternally,  

Joachim cpJoachim cpJoachim cpJoachim cp 
Joachim Rego CP  
Provincial 
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