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Dear Brothers, Sisters and Friends in the Passionist Family,   
 
Passionists Write a New Chapter – by Fr John Pearce CP   
 
Under the banners of Solidarity and Partnership, Brotherhood and Community, the 
Passionists of Holy Spirit Province (Australia, PNG & NZ) gathered in Melbourne in 
the first week of July for their 27th Provincial Chapter, an event held every four 
years. 
 
Presiding over the Chapter was our Superior General, Most Rev Fr Ottaviano 
D’Egidio CP. His last visit was the memorable Passionist Young Religious & Youth 
Encounter and World Youth Day in 2008. In his closing address Fr Ottaviano said: 
“We need to turn to God in order to understand our history and what He wants to tell 
us and to show us what is on the horizon that is before us.” Considering the Parable 
of the Sower, he continued: “The image of God that emerges for us from the parable 
is one of great encouragement … What is important is to not        get tired of sowing 
the Word and, similarly, not get tired of listening to the Word that is being sown. In 
fact, we are “called” to listen and we are “invited” to the mission – the two are strictly 
connected and become efficacious if they remained united. It is contemplative 
listening and evangelization.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Provincial Council 
 

(L-R – Fr Tom McDonough CP, Fr Brian Gleeson CP, Fr General Ottaviano D'Egidio CP, Fr 
Joachim Rego CP, Fr John Curtis CP and Fr Kevin Hennessy CP 
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Realising the Australian Province is no longer a European outpost, but part of the 
dynamic and growing reality of Passionists in the Asia-Pacific Region, leaders from 
the Region were invited to the Chapter Table as a response to the Congregation’s 
call to solidarity for mission. We were delighted to welcome the Regional Vicar 
from India. 
 
Our Mission these days is two-way traffic, with a number of our members working 
overseas (in Rome, New York, London & Vietnam), while overseas members (from 
Indonesia, India, Philippines & Kenya) work with us. These mutual exchanges of 
personnel are challenging us to identify ourselves as an International Community 
within a Multicultural world. With varying socio-economic realities in our member 
countries, we call on one another to seek a solidarity and partnership, where 
resources in formation, personnel and finance become available for the common 
good of all and for giving vitality to our mission. 
 
While recognising the reality of ageing in our Province, we were inspired by the 
energy and commitment of more than 50 brothers and priests who participated in 
the Chapter. Issues concerning health, self-care and retirement have become 
important considerations for this time. However the dedication and desire to 
engage in the mission of the Congregation and the Church as much as possible 
remains firm. 
 
Like many religious communities today, we realise that living and promoting the 
distinctive Passionist Vocation and Spirituality is shared with other people in their 
chosen states of life who feel attracted by our Charism. As “Passionist 
Companions” we desire not only to study our Charism, but to allow our hearts to 
be formed and shaped in compassion for the “crucified” people of our world and for 
the suffering earth and creation. In this context we are committed to deepen our 
awareness and action on issues of Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation. 
 
Working in solidarity with our Passionist brothers in the Asia region, we are 
committed to support our presence and mission in PNG where the Passionist 
Charism continues to be attractive to candidates who feel called to our vowed life. 
We also renewed our commitment to work with and support young people in their 
faith life and in their desire to contribute meaningfully for a better society. Building 
supportive communities and the formation of lay leaders through the Passionist 
Family Group Movement continues to be affirmed as a significant ministry within 
the life and mission of our Province. Further, the Chapter endorsed and 
encouraged the ministry of Ecumenism and Inter-Faith Dialogue at all levels of 
Province life. 
 
At the Chapter, Fr Joachim Rego CP was re-elected as Provincial and given a new 
Leadership Team to assist him (Frs Tom McDonough, Kevin Hennessy, John 
Curtis & Brian Gleeson). Thus our new Chapter of Life and Mission has begun. As 
one of the members said at the end: “The Holy Spirit breathes with renewed vigour 
and life. Who says we’re dead or dying? Despite ageing, we have seen new life 
offered by our brothers from Indonesia, India, and the Philippines. As well as 
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getting together in brotherhood. We still have a lot of living to do, and we are well 
enabled to engage in new forms of mission.” 
 

 

Youth Alive! 
 
Congratulations to the Passionist Youth Retreat Team in Brisbane on marking the 
10 years milestone of service and ministry to schools, communities and young 
people throughout Australia. 
 
The Youth Retreat Team was founded by Fr Ray Sanchez, assisted by Fr Brian 
Traynor, and consists of young women and men who desire to deepen their call in 
the Passionist charism. They are trained and make themselves available to lead 
other young people in retreats and reflection days in schools and communities. 
 
The Team celebrated this jubilee with an anniversary dinner on 23rd July and a 
Thanksgiving Mass with our Passionist Family on Sunday, 24th July at the 
Passionist Monastery, Oxley in Brisbane. 
 
 
Passionist Youth Retreat – by Fr Kevin Hennessy CP 
 
Last weekend the Passionist Youth Movement Victoria had a retreat at Holy Cross, 
Templestowe. Over the weekend 26 people participated in an experience of the 
Passionist Charism.  Prayer, times of silence, sharing of the Spiritual journey of 
young adults between the ages of 20 to 35 were communicated in powerful ways. 
The Universe Story, the labyrinth, and the telling of the Passionist story opened 
new opportunities for all. Sr Anne Cunningham CP, Sr Brigid Murphy CP, Fr Tim 
O'Toole CP and myself told the Passionist story which has called us and many 
others in all walks of life to live out the Passionist first vow. 
  
The retreat really was led by young adults who were formed over some years by 
Fr John Curtis CP and other Passionists working with the Passionist Youth Retreat 
Team. Though the material was new to all, it had the energy, skills of leading in 
prayer and reflection that had been learnt over many years of giving youth retreats. 
Maria-Grazia Richetti, her sister Lorendona, together with Marita Stretch were the 
front runners in creating the atmosphere of the retreat. Their ability to lead various 
forms of prayer and Passionist 
reflections was brilliant. Sr Brigid and 
myself were in the background in the 
planning and presentations, but it was 
these young adults who were taking the 
Passionist Charism to other Young 
Adults. 
  
Some of the participants who came to 
Holy Cross for the first time have gone 
home with a new heart affirmed in their 
faith. As one young woman said: “to find 
young adults of like mindedness in their 
belief and practice of their Catholic faith 
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was so encouraging”. This weekend gave that opportunity. We hope that these 
retreats will continue as each participant will be asked to bring another faith-filled 
person searching for the Spirit that the Passionist Charism can give young adults. 
The final Mass was led by Fr Jacob Oyugi CP who had just returned from Kenya. 
He was also a participant on the retreat. 
 
Vanimo Missionaries Reunion       
 
About 45 missionaries – lay and religious – gathered at Marrickville last weekend 
for a reunion organized by former lay missionaries: Carmel Cloran, Ann Grieve 
and John Howard. The group included 13 Passionists and 6 Sisters of St Joseph.  

 
It was a wonderful weekend and a great 
opportunity to renew friendships, catch up on life 
since the days in Vanimo, and reminisce and 
reflect on so many stories with the aid of 
photos/videos and shared experiences of times 
past in the Mission. 
 
To mark the 50th anniversary of the Passionist 
presence and mission in Vanimo, a special Mass 

was celebrated in St Brigid’s Church, Marrickville on Saturday at 6.00pm. Some 
PNG families provided added extra joy and colour to the liturgy with song and 
dance to accompany the procession of the Bible and the gifts. 
 
A wonderful evening followed in the Stradbroke Room with the Jubilee Dinner – 3 
courses with multiple choices prepared by John Barry, a trained chef and former 
missionary. 
 
I share here with you the homily I preached for the occasion…. 
 

Homily : Vanimo 50 th Anniversary (by Fr Joachim Rego CP) 
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 

 
As Passionists, we are commemorating here at St Brigid’s today the 50th year of 
our presence and mission in the Diocese of 
Vanimo, among the people of the West Sepik 
region of Papua New Guinea. This is a mission 
which you, the people of St Brigid’s parish have 
materially, financially and prayerfully supported 
over those 50 years and continue to do so – for 
which I sincerely thank you. We are also delighted 
to have present with us this evening some of the 
many women and men, lay and religious, who were 
partners with us in the mission of evangelization in 
Vanimo over those 50 years. 
 
 
All of us who follow Jesus are called to extend his mission – to be missionaries in 
the way we live and proclaim the person of Jesus and the message of the 
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Kingdom of God. Most people carry out this mission in 
their local places of origin: families, workplaces, 
parishes, communities. However there are others who 
respond to the call to carry out the mission of Jesus in 
places, and among a people, that can be very unfamiliar 
and strange. This entails a lot of courage and great 
personal sacrifice…and, of course, it requires a trust 
that, if this is a response to the call of Jesus, then we are 
bound and held together by his love. It is that same 
confidence which St Paul shares with us in today’s 
second reading from Romans: “Nothing can come 

between us and the love of Christ…” 
 
“Oh, come to the water all you who are thirsty; though you have no money, come! 
Listen to me pay attention to me…and your soul will live.” This invitation of God 
which we heard in today’s first reading through the prophet Isaiah, is extended to 
those who are searching, as well as to those who are desiring to carry out the 
mission of Christ. Like the disciples in today’s gospel who are concerned for the 
welfare of the hungry people gathered around Jesus, missionaries hear the 
command of Jesus: “give them something to eat yourselves.” But, we feel so 
inadequate…we have so little (like 5 loaves and 2 fish among thousands of 
people). What can we do? What can we give? Yet the Lord asks that the few little 
gifts we have be brought to him, which he will bless and hand back to us to use for 
the good and the welfare of the people. The mission is not ours; it is Christ’s. We 
make ourselves available to Christ who will work in and through us. Missionaries 
come to learn that by themselves they are inadequate, but with God, everything is 
possible. 
 
Today, as we celebrate 50 years of missionary activity and evangelization in the 
Diocese of Vanimo, we thank GOD, because it is God’s blessings which have 
enabled our small human efforts in its joys and struggles, its strengths and 
weaknesses, its ups and downs, to bear good fruits.  
 
Today is an opportunity for us to also 
recognize the generosity and sacrifice 
of the many men and women (some of 
whom are present here this evening) 
who gave of themselves, who put their 
gifts and talents, at the service of Christ 
and his mission in Vanimo. As 
preachers and teachers, as builders 
and carpenters, as nurses and doctors, 
as farmers and administrators, as pilots 
and mechanics, these people witnessed 
to the care, healing and compassion of 
Christ. Together with the assistance 
and support of the local people, these 
missionaries brought to life and reality  
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the face of Jesus and the message of his Kingdom, i.e. the unconditional love of 
God for all people. 
 
On behalf of the Passionists, I thank you for working with us as partners in mission 
to make the Kingdom of God come in Vanimo. You have formed and trained many 
people who are now faith leaders in their local communities and good citizens in 
their nation.  
 
These are the ‘fruits’ for which we give thanks to God this evening, and with the 
Psalmist we can confidently say: “The hand of the Lord feeds us; he answers all 
our needs.” 
 
 
Please pray for our Sick…  
 
• Fr Mark Nugent who underwent open heart surgery on Monday, 1st August 2011 

at the Ashford Hospital in Adelaide. Mark is in a critical condition at this time. 
Your support in prayer is appreciated. 

 
 
 Fraternally,  

Joachim cpJoachim cpJoachim cpJoachim cp 
Joachim Rego CP  
Provincial 

 Holy Spirit Province
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