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Dear Brothers, Sisters and Friends in the Passionist Family, 
 
Funeral of Fr James Wood CP 
 
12 Passionists and about 35 people gathered at St Brigid’s 
Church, Marrickville yesterday morning to celebrate the long 
and faithful life of Fr James Wood (92 yrs) who died in 
Brisbane on 23 May 2011 following a stroke and pneumonia. 
 
James was professed as a Passionist in 1943 and ordained 
a priest in 1948. During that time James was a preacher of missions, novice 
master, retreat master, and spiritual guide. He also spent some years as a 
missionary in Papua New Guinea where he was appreciated by many religious 
and priests for leading them in retreats and spiritual direction. For the past 16 
years, James has been a valued member and companion in the Oxley (Brisbane) 
community where he tended to the gardens when he could and lived a 
contemplative life in prayer, spiritual reading and study.  
 
The funeral Mass for James was solemn and prayerful. Fr David King (Oxley 
community leader) preached the homily in which he spoke of James as a “gentle-
man” and compared him to Nicodemus in the Scriptures. David shared from his 
own personal connections with James and also drew on the memories and 
knowledge of other Passionists who knew James well. 
 
On Thursday, 26 May 2011, Fr Ray Sanchez led the celebration of a Vigil Mass at 
the Oxley community before James’ body was transferred to Sydney. Many of the 
people associated with the Fort, and those who have come to know James over 
many years, gathered to pray in thanksgiving for James’ life and witness, and to 
express their condolence and farewell. 
 
I thank the various members of the Oxley community who have cared for James 
over the years, and especially in those last days since his sudden illness. 
James was buried at the Rookwood Cemetery in Sydney. 
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Gratitude for Generosity (Fr Peter Gardiner CP) 

 

The work of the 2010 Vietnam Pilgrims continues after our return.   
 
Robert and Catryna Bilyk, parishioners from St Joseph’s Hobart, have just completed 
a successful fundraising effort. Thanks to Fr Aidan, and the people of St Joseph’s, 
and the parish of Mersey–Leven, and Fr John Gadauskas, over $11,000 has been 
raised for the children of Phu My Orphanage, the Mai Tam Centre (for children born 
HIV+), the Annunciation Orphanage and The House of the Blind Women. This is 
quiet simply an outstanding effort. 
 
At a Quiz Night, Robert showed a video I had prepared for the Christian Brothers 
College (CBC) Open Day in Adelaide. Similar to what some of you would have seen, 
it is last year’s CBC pilgrims talking about the pilgrimage. It can be seen at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pfxJUt7mYmQ 
 
Thanks to Robert and Catryna, and Aidan and John, for supporting these little kids, 
who are among the crucified of Christ. 
 

 

e-Conference: The Way of the Heart 
 
The following e-Conference is sponsored by the Conference of Spiritual Directors, 
Australia. Fr Kevin Hennessy is the treasurer of this body and a member of the 
organizing committee for planning this conference. 
 
 

 
 

The Way of the Heart – Journeys of Transformation 
eConference 15 June 2011  

sponsored by the  
Conference of Spiritual Directors, Australia 

 
Following the enormous success of eConference technology to reach people 
across vast distances and remote locations, the Conference of Spiritual Directors, 
Australia, is proud to be sponsoring an eConference on 15 June 2011: The Way 
of the Heart – Journeys of Transformation. 
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Calling on the riches of several religious traditions, Christian and other, key 
presenter, Paul Beirne (Dean and Professor of Comparative Religion, Melbourne 
College of Divinity) will be joined by Facilitator, Jill McCorquadale; Media Analyst  
 
Peter Malone msc; and Spiritual Director, Kate Garrone; in an exploration of the 
universal quest to discover and follow our way – to truth and to life. 
 
The Conference will be hosted by Brian Gallagher msc, Chairperson of CSD 
Australia.  
 
“This is a first for the spiritual direction community in Australia,” Brian said. “More 
importantly, it enables many people to attend a conference for the first time, 
something we are extremely excited about.” 
 
The Conference will involve several presentations, reflection and sharing, 
and e-interaction with the presenters and panel.  
If you are new to this exciting format – get online now and find out just how 
easy it is to bring a new world of learning and faith formation to your door. 
 
All you require is a computer and Internet access. There are simple 
guidelines available on the website and a listing of organised groups that 
you may be able to join up with. 
 
The Conference is primarily for spiritual directors, but will be of interest also 
to others working in spirituality and in helping ministries.  
 
Participants are asked to register via the website so you can be kept up-to-date 
with information. There is no fee for CSD members; a donation from non-members 
(via the website) would be gratefully appreciated.  
 
For more information please contact: 
 
Annie Carrett, Diocese of Broken Bay (02) 9847 0724 or webTV@dbb.org.au 
 
Brian Gallagher, CSD Australia, (03) 5989 8777 or bgmsc@bigpond.com 

 
or visit the CSD website: www.csdaustralia.com 

 

 
Wellington Region Formation Weekend May 2011 
 
Who am I? How did I get here? Why am I here? Where am I going? 
 
Fr Kevin Hennessy facilitated the Wellington weekend held 21/22 May 2011 at 
Tatum Park Conference Centre which is just north of Otaki. 63 family group 
members including 3 parish pastors were involved on the Saturday questioning the 
“now” of our world and what has affected our worldview. The DVD with Brian 
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Swimme and others gave us insight into our worldview relationships but that this 
knowledge “is overwhelming”. These revelations were very thought provoking. 
 
The development of our cosmos, our interconnection with other beings and our 
planet is the continuance of God’s creation. There are billions of galaxies so why is  
 
God continuing his creation here on earth and how can we as PFG see God’s 
presence all around us and sustaining us? 
 
Tori Prendergast from Passionist Youth presented a summary of the youth visit to 
Vietnam where they assisted in orphanages, aids clinics etc – very moving 
experiences which have affected her worldview. She encouraged us to promote 
and help parish members to attend the Youth Retreat and Young Persons 
Retreats in July 2011. 
 
Mass was led by Fr Kevin in the early evening and was followed by a meal catered 
for by Tatum Park. 
 
On the Sunday morning, the remaining 42 participants were challenged by Fr 
Gerry Whitford, who had been there also on the Saturday, to consider that though 
PFG have met the needs of our older generation, how do we include the needs of 
all parishioners and involve teenagers, youth, children & grandchildren in the 
movement and its ongoing development. 
 
Fr Kevin encouraged our feedback and our newest PFG member from Blenheim 
gave us an excellent reflection into what PFG means to him in a series of bullet 
points: 
 
 
• Parish Community and Unity 
• Create friendships 
• Strengthen self worth 
• Learn from others 
• Kids are what they experience 
• In giving, you receive 
• Extend your family 
• Give God’s grace and peace 
• We can be lonely in a crowd 
• Maybe some kids don’t have grandparents 
• Maybe older people don’t have grandchildren 
• Maybe the young would like to learn to cook 
• Maybe we yearn to make friends but don’t know how 
• Oh to have someone we trust to talk with 

 
The day concluded with a shared lunch and all left with lots to think about. 
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Wellington Region Weekend – Tatum Park Conference Centre 21/22 May 2011 
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