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Dear Brothers, 

 

These past two months have seen changes in our Region that are worthy of special note and 

also continue to offer to the members of the PASPAC region this new form of a sharing news 

across the expanse of Asia and the Pacific.  

 

PASPAC International House of Formation - Manila 

Our newly Professed Chinese students (Peter, Joseph and 

Matthew), just recently returned from the PASPAC 

Adelaide Novitiate, are in the process of applying for 

admission to the Loyola School of Theology, located on 

the campus of the Ateneo de Manila. The school has 

been most gracious during the process – even to the 

extent of allowing them not to take the Toefel 

Examination which is usually required. Say a prayer for 

them that they may be able to finish the application successfully. They are currently on a brief visit to 

their homes in China and our Passionist Community there. 

 

Since this past August, three candidates from Vietnam 

have been studying English in preparation for the 

Novitiate. Tuan, Dien and Tue (pictured below) have 

spent the past eight months preparing their English 

abilities so that they could make this important step in 

their formation as Passionists. By God’s Providence, 

only two (Tuan and Tue) are able to go on to Adelaide, 

while Dien is making his Novitiate with the novices of 

the Philippine Province.  
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These three young men have made a valuable contribution to the programme in Manila, and were 

directed by Father Rene Ventejar during this period of their initial formation.  

 

The Mission of Our Lady of La Vang - Vietnam 

While the three Chinese newly 

professed returned to Manila to 

continue their studies, the two newly 

professed Vietnamese (Thanh and Truc) 

returned to Vietnam from Australia to 

continue with their preparation for 

future ministry. They are pictured here 

with the other professed in Vietnam – 

Francisco Murray, Thomas Anamattathil, 

Augustine Kim and Jefferies Foale. Augustine Kim arrived in Vietnam shortly after the 

return of the two newly professed to begin his ministry in Vietnam. Augustine is a former 

Provincial in the Korea Province and a well known preacher of retreats to various Korean 

communities around the world.  

 

The Regional Vicariate of Saint Thomas – India 

 

This large Vicariate, blessed with many religious and 

vibrant ministries, will soon have a new residence for our 

Philosophers in Bhopal. Bruno D’Souza, reports that 

construction is to be 

completed sometime in 

mid to late August this year. The architects drawing is slowly 

coming into reality as witnessed by the illustrations provided.  

This much needed improvement in the living conditions of our 

students Bhopal residence, which until the completion of this 

building, has been a rented facility. The foundation stone was laid 

in October 2010. The land is around 3000 Square feet 

(approximately 280 square meters) and the building will be around 

5000 square feet (approximately 455 square meters). The 
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construction is being overseen by Sony Marsilin, who also serves 

as a member of the PASPAC Financial Commission. 

The Superior in Bhopal, Bruno D’Souza is also involved in a 

particular ministry – that of fund-raising by means of Mission 

Appeals in the United States. This year he is scheduled to begin 

this important support ministry in late May and will return 

hopefully in time for the blessing of the new facility in Bhopal. 

Bruno is one of many religious in our region who perform this vital ministry of support for our 

various ministries in Asia and the Pacific. Currently, Jefferies Foale, the Superior in Vietnam is also 

performing this ministry in the United States. Both of these religious perform this ministry following 

a long line of others who have generously given of themselves in order that Passionist life and 

ministry can develop throughout the Asia Pacific Region. You all go with our prayers of success and 

thanks for your generosity – and the generosity of the American Catholic Church. 

 

The Province of the Passion of Christ – Philippines 

On 27 January 2011, two members 

of the Korean Province joined the 

community of Loyola Heights at the 

installation of two new Lectors and three 

new Acolytes for the Philippine Province. 

Paul Seong-Ho Bak and Mario Jaih-Yong 

Ri, pictured in black habits join (from left 

to right in white habits) Protacio Man-on 

(lector) Gilbert Ytac (acolyte) Froilan 

Somodio (acolyte) Wilver James Neri 

(acolyte) Mark Joseph Soriano (lector). The two Korean Passionists were in Manila in 

order to take an intensive English course with the Assumptionists in Loyola Heights, 

along with our Vietnamese 

brothers.  

The Philippine Province 

had many celebrations recently, 

which are recorded here for the 

information of the wider Region. 
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First of all, two of the brethren were ordained to the priesthood on 12 April 2011, 

namely Jeffty Mendez and Ramel Poquito . The ordination rite was held at the Our Lady 

of Peace and Good Voyage Parish, General Santos City, Philippines, by the Most Rev. 

Bishop Dinualdo Gutierrez, D.D., the bishop of the Diocese of Marbel. 

Over the space of three days two further ceremonies were held in the city of 

General Santos, on the Island of Cortabato, which are important for the wider region. On 

April 30, at the early hour of 6 a.m. six young men were clothed in the Passionist habit 

and began their Canonical Novitiate in the Lagao Novitiate. Five of these young men are 

native Filipinos, while one is from Vietnam. Thus, a new page in the history of the 

Province and of the PASPAC region unfolds, with a second “international” novitiate in the 

Region.  

From left to right in the photograph 

are: Dien Minh Trinh, Ivan Pura, Bong Buhat, 

the Provincial Superior Julito Villarente, 

Antoniño Vergara, Archie Bago and Tyron 

Pancho – all of whom were vested in the 

habit of the Congregation. The entire Region 

offers a prayer for their perseverance and 

understanding of the path they have chosen to follow in the footsteps of the Crucified. 

 

Two days later, on 2 May 2011, at the Holy Cross Spiritual Center in Calumpang, 

General Santos City, six young men either made their first Profession or their Final 

Commitment to live as Passionists. With many members of the Province present, and 

with great solemnity, they offered their lives to the service of the Lord and of His Church.  

 

Pictured from left to right and 

wearing the Profession Crosses are: 

Marvin De Los Reyes (first profession) 

Alexander Arellano (final profession), 

Crisanto Dimaculangan (final profession), 

Andrew Gumboc (final profession), Vivien 

Nuera (final profession) Ernest Joseph 

Louis Ganacial (first profession).  

 



Australia – Papua New Guinea – Indonesia – Philippines – India – China – Vietnam – Korea – Japan - New Zealand 

PASPAC International House of Formation – Adelaide 

 

On April 9 in a simple ceremony, two young 

Vietnamese men began their novitiate in the Retreat 

of Saint Paul of the Cross in Glen Osmond (Adelaide) 

Australia. After having finished their course of study 

for English in Manila at the Loyola Heights house – 

they then left the Philippines for Australia on the 

first of April. Both Tue and Tuan had to leave 

behind the third member of their class, Dien, in the 

Philippines, where he has begun his novitiate along 

with the novices of the Philippine Province just three weeks after they did. Previously, in January of 

this year, Erick Niyiragira began his Novitiate in Glen Osmond – for a total of three novices in 

Australia at the moment. Father Wilfredo Estraza continues as Novice Master, with the assistance of 

Father Tomy Kanjirathinkal. The three novices are pictured with Tomy in the red hat. 

 

May they be blessed through this year of discernment and respond generously to whatever paths the 

Lord may lead them.    

 

PASPAC International House of Formation – Manila 

The 2011 language program in Manila will 

commence in early August this year, with three 

candidates coming from China. This is the third 

group to undergo intense language training at 

Loyola Heights. It is still in the discussion stages 

about the details of this programme. This third 

group was just recently admitted into the 

Postulancy programme in China under the 

direction of the Superior, Father Paul Cho and Father Martin Coffey. The three young 

men pictured here come from various backgrounds and working experiences. Pray that 

these first steps in training as Passionists may be met with God’s grace and the 

generosity of spirit needed to continue on to the Novitiate in early 2012.  
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In Conclusion … 

 

Included in this newsletter are just a few of the many events that have occurred across the 

wide expanse of PASPAC. Our Region is not only culturally, linguistically and economically diverse; 

it is a microcosm of the wider Congregation. In a sense the patterns of the future of the Congregation 

of the Passion are revealed in this vast corner of the globe. Though we pass on a specific heritage that 

has been given to us by previous generations – we are in the midst of the constant struggle to adapt 

and align ourselves with new realities in new places around the world. The key word is fidelity, as is 

expressed in our Constitutions: Confident that God will help us to overcome our human limitations; 

we are determined to remain faithful to the patrimony and evangelical spirit of our Founder. (Number 

2). 

The Province of the Holy Spirit in Australia has just completed its pre-chapter meeting with 

the Chapter quickly coming on the horizon. The Province of the Holy Cross in the United States is 

also in the final stages of preparation for its Provincial Chapter. Holy Cross Province is responsible 

for the Vicariate in India and is the Mother Province of both Japan and Korea. The Korean Province 

and Japanese Vice Province have all recently held their Chapters with a change in leadership.  

With all of the changes and attempts at discernment we all must go through, may we remain 

simple and poor men and women dedicated to the Suffering Lord, who reveals himself daily in his 

Holy People. May Saint Paul of the Cross protect us and defend us against our weaknesses. Let us 

pray particularly that our Holy Founder protect the people of Japan as they continue to deal with the 

aftermath of the earthquake and tsunami of two months ago. 

 

With prayers and great fraternal esteem, I close remaining always, 

 

Your brother in the Crucified 

 

Bro. Laurence M. Finn C.P. 

Executive Secretary - PASPAC 


