
IN BETWEEN 
Holy Cross Province 
June 6, 2014 
 

 
May the Passion of Jesus Christ be always in our hearts. 

 
Welcome 

 

We welcome Ward Biddle and Joe Van Leeuwen to the Province. Enjoy your time with your families and 

friends. See you at the Province Assembly in Houston next week. Junesh (India) arrived Wednesday and 

will join us in Houston. 

 

Next Week at Holy Name Community and Retreat Center 

 

We thank the community and retreat center staff in advance for their great work in preparing for our 

arrivals and the meetings in Houston. The program on “The Gift of Aging” will begin with early 

Eucharist at 7:30 AM on Monday, June 9. The Province Assembly will begin with breakfast on Tuesday, 

June 10 and conclude with lunch on Thursday, June 12. On Thursday morning the schedule calls for our 

customary period of conversation with the Provincial and Council. Several important areas will be 

addressed. 

 

Residents 

 

Chris Gibson is presenting two candidates to the Review Board and the Provincial Council for Residency 

in Houston: Randy Ripkowski (Houston) and Sam Devine (Birmingham). 

 

Leadership Meeting 

 

Please mark your calendar for our Leadership Meeting in the Fall. This meeting will be held at St. Paul of 

the Cross Passionist Retreat Center, Detroit, on Monday, October 13, 2014. The meeting will be in 

conjunction with the Association of Local Superiors and Province Retreat Center Boards. All three 

meetings will be important since these groups do not usually meet in the Spring of a Provincial Chapter 

year. 

 

Provincial Chapter 2015 

 

Upon receiving the recommendation from the Association of Local Superiors for an Open Chapter, the 

Provincial and Council approved the recommendation unanimously. 

 

Province Enactments 

 

In preparation for the Provincial Chapter, the revised Province Enactments will be e-mailed to you. As 

you recall at the last Chapter, the delegates asked that a committee be formed to update our previous 

Chapter Enactments. Sebastian MacDonald, Ken O’Malley and I completed the work of incorporating 

new enactments and deleting outdated ones.  

 

St. Joseph - Birmingham 

 

There was a delay in renewing Guillermo Castillo’s visa. Therefore, he might have to leave the country 

for two to four months. Cristo Rey Province is not able to replace him temporarily. Bob Crossmyer is 

working with the community to adjust schedules so they might be available for some weekend Masses. I 

wrote Antonio Curto, who thoroughly enjoyed his time at St. Joseph’s, but he is already committed for 



the months we would need him. I am trying another avenue to see if we can find someone who can be 

there for an extended period of time. If that proves to be unsuccessful, I would ask that if anyone in the 

Province has two or three consecutive weeks you could be in Birmingham during July, August or 

September, please let me know. St. Joseph’s is a vibrant, growing parish with a supportive parish council 

and loyal parishioners. 

 

Province of the Korean Martyrs 

 

On October 19, 2014, the Passionists in Korea will celebrate the 50th anniversary of the beginning of the 

Passionist foundation in their country. Immediately following the celebration, the leaders from PASPAC 

(Passionists in Asia and Australia) will gather for their annual meeting. Both events will take place in 

Kwangju, the site of the first Passionist foundation. In August 1964, Ray McDonough and Pat O’Malley 

sailed for Korea, followed soon afterward by Justin Bartoszek. This foundation was begun under the 

leadership of James Patrick White, Provincial of Holy Cross Province. 

 

Meeting with Retreat Directors 

 

On May 21, the retreat directors were invited to meet with the Provincial and Council. Pat Brennan, Joe 

Moons, Jim Strommer and Joe Barbieri came to Chicago; Mike Higgins joined by phone. We talked 

about the role of the retreat director, now and in the future, the role of the Boards, the role of lay 

leadership and the challenges of retreat center ministry. The goal was for the Council to hear the hopes 

and concerns of the retreat directors. It was an excellent and inspiring conversation.  

 

Meeting with Retreat Center Chairs 

 

In August or October the Provincial and Council will meet with the Retreat Center Board Chairs. The 

goal of this meeting is for Province leadership to listen to the hopes and concerns of the Chairs. The 

discussion will focus on mission effectiveness, communication, strategic planning, programing, etc. The 

Council and I look forward to a constructive and fruitful conversation, underscored by our common 

commitment to retreat center ministry. 

 

Configuration of Jesus Crucified 

 

The Passionist Province of Argentina/Uruguay/Paraguay (Immaculate Conception) will have their 

Chapter in July 2014. The Provincial and Council from Brazil (Calvary) will be present for this Chapter 

and will meet with the new leadership team of Immaculate Conception at the conclusion of the Chapter. 

The purpose of the meeting between the two Councils will be to plan how they become one Province in 

2015. The other news from the Configuration concerns the meeting of the Formation Commission. This 

particular gathering is highlighted in the June 2014 Holy Cross Province Newsletter. 

 

National Religious Retirement Office (NRRO) 

 

We were informed by NRRO that our preliminary Direct Care Assistance will be $69,243.52. This is 

based on the 2013 collection of nearly $28 million for the Retirement Fund for Religious. This collection 

continues to be one of the most successful national collections the United States Catholic Church 

conducts. 

 

SOAR! Grant 

 

Holy Cross Province received a grant for $25,000 from Support Our Aging Religious. I thank John 

Schork, Keith Zekind and Susan Arvanitis who diligently worked on the application. The funds will be 

used to upgrade the outside elevator entrance on the ground level. The National Religious Retirement 

Office (NRRO) and Support Our Aging Religious (SOAR!) are both dedicated to advancing the cause of 

retired and infirm religious in the United States. While both organizations have similar missions, their 

daily objectives are different. SOAR! strives to meet the immediate and often physical needs of retired or 



infirm religious. NRRO helps religious institutes to build funds to pay for the long-term needs of retired 

and infirm members and assists religious institutes to plan for a viable future.  

 

Catholics on Call 

 

The 10th annual Catholics on Call Partner Conference -- “Finding Grace in Young Adult Culture” -- will 

be conducted September 18-19, 2014, at Catholic Theological Union. The conference is for campus 

ministers, vocation directors and young adult ministers from around the country. 

 

Provincial Chapter – St. Paul of the Cross Province 

 

St. Paul of the Cross held their Provincial Chapter in West Hartford, CT at Holy Family Retreat Center. 

There were eighty delegates and several lay people attending. The Planning Committee did excellent 

preparation as the Chapter moved in a timely manner and without any difficulties. Richard Burke will 

give a report at our Province Assembly. Congratulations to the newly elected leadership. The re-elected 

Provincial, Bob Joerger, announced that the elections for local leadership throughout the Province will 

take place on Friday, June 27, the Feast of the Sacred Heart. 

 

English Language School for Pastoral Ministry 

 

The Passionists of Holy Spirit Province (Australia) launched a new Passionist English Language School 

for Pastoral Ministry. It is the mission of this school to educate religious and diocesan priests in English 

Proficiency from many congregations and dioceses. In addition, the School will reach out even further to 

the lay men and women in Asia-Pacific who work for the Church and its mission and who also need 

English for their ministry. The cultural side is also an important part of the program, not only for 

enculturation into an Australian-Western ministry but also the intercultural and multicultural dimensions 

of ministry in Australia. The Passionist Family of Holy Cross Province congratulates Tom McDonough 

and Holy Spirit Province for their creative leadership in this vital area of Solidarity. We wish them great 

success. 

  

Pentecost 

Breathe in me O Holy Spirit 

that my thoughts may all be your thoughts; 

Act in me O Holy Spirit 

that I may boldly proclaim the love of Christ Crucified; 

Draw my heart O Holy Spirit 

that I may remain under the Cross of Christ; 

Strengthen me O Holy Spirit 

that I may be faithful to the Passionist spirit of prayer; 

Guard me then O Holy Spirit 

that I may be an honest witness of your love for all people. 

 
Adapted from St. Augustine of Hippo (AD 354-430) 


