
IN BETWEEN 
Holy Cross Province 
April 16, 2014 
 

 
May the Passion of Jesus Christ be always in our hearts. 

 
 

ALS and PRCB Meetings – Spring 2014 

The Association of Local Superiors will meet at Christ the King Retreat Passionist Center May 13 and 

May 14. The Province Retreat Center Board also will meet at Christ the King Passionist Retreat Center 

from May 12 to May 14. There is no Leadership Meeting. 

 

Leadership Meeting – Fall 2014 

Please mark your calendars for our last Leadership Meeting before the Provincial Chapter. The meeting 

will be at St. Paul of the Cross Passionist Retreat Center, Detroit, Monday, October 13, 2014. The PRCB 

and ALS meeting are scheduled to follow the Leadership Meeting. 

 

Year for Consecrated Life 2015 

Pope Francis, at a meeting in November with Superior Generals in Rome, announced that the year 2015 

would be designated as the Year for Consecrated Life. The year will begin on November 21, 2014. 

CMSM has begun to build a Website <www.yearforconsecratedlife.com> that will focus on the diversity 

of men’s religious life in the United States. The Website will highlight all the member institutes of 

CMSM, explain what consecrated life means and show contemporary photos with captions describing 

charism and ministry. 

 

The council and I have decided to establish a task force to create events and activities that can allow us to 

proclaim on the local level (community, parish, retreat center, parish missions, etc.) and through our 

Province Website our identity as religious men. We will coordinate with St. Paul of Cross Province on 

this project. This is a great opportunity for us to be seen as American religious men and women who are 

committed to the Passion and Death of Jesus Christ. 

 

Joe Barbieri 

At the end of March, Joe received his United States Permanent Resident Card. This will make his travels 

much easier. Congratulations. 

 

Denis Travers 

Fr. Joachim Rego has delegated Denis to conduct the visitation of Holy Cross Province in advance of our 

Provincial Chapter. 

 

Denis was delegated to be the President of the Provincial Chapter of St. Paul of the Cross, May 12-16. I 

will be attending the Chapter in West Hartford, CT. 

 

Antonio Curto 

On behalf of Holy Cross Province, I extend our thanks to Antonio for assisting our men in Birmingham 

over the past several weeks. His main ministry was with Guillermo Castillo at St. Joseph’s. He also had 

opportunities to experience St. Mary’s, Holy Family and Holy Family Cristo Rey Catholic High School. 

He found his “southern” exposure to America, church and local culture to be educational and enriching. 

He was a great blessing for our men and the people with whom we serve. Antonio returns to Italy on 

April 28. Thanks, Antonio - arrivederci, safe travels and come back soon. 

 

 

https://webmail.po2.comcast.net/owa/redir.aspx?C=66ea17c8c8644f9da1bc99e0e9df51f1&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.yearforconsecratedlife.com


Languages Studies 

Antonio Aquino will be with the Passionists in Cuernavaca, Mexico, this summer to improve his Spanish 

languages skills. Glenn Bisquera might be doing Italian language studies this summer to assist him in his 

doctoral studies of the letters of St. Paul of the Cross.  

 

Passionists from Brazil 

Amilton Manoel da Silva, Provincial of Calvary Province in Brazil, wishes to send three of his ordained 

men, who have studied English, to the United States to strengthen their conversational skills. Two will 

come to our Province. Fr. Francisco das Chagas da Silva Marques was ordained in July 2009. He is a 

parish priest at St. Peter Parish-Archdiocese of Cascavel-Paraná, assistant director of theology students 

and Coordinator of Apostolic Animation for the Province. He will join the St. Vincent Strambi 

Community in Chicago from September to the end of November. The other Passionist, Fr. José Rocha, 

does not have the particulars confirmed yet in order to request a visa. Father Sidnei da Silva, C.P., will 

stay with the Passionist community in Jamaica, NY, to pursue English studies. 

 

CTU Summer Institute 

Ana Overley from Louisville, Ramon Gonzalez from Houston, Juliette Marsh-Williams from Sierra 

Madre and Faith Offman from Detroit will be attending CTU for studies the week of June 16-20. The 

courses they will take are, 1) Biblical Foundations for Community and Mission by Don Senior, and 2) 

Holistic Parish Catechesis by Antoine Lawlor, IHM. Sebastian MacDonald will be their mentor during 

the week. 

 

Paul Zilonka 

Paul's tumors have grown and multiplied in new locations, creating pain related to the nervous system. 

Chemotherapy is the only available therapy now in an attempt to slow down further diffusion of the 

cancer. His outpatient chemo regimen will begin on Holy Thursday and will consist of a four-day series 

of infusions every three weeks for the foreseeable future. We continue to keep Paul in our prayers. 

 

Policies 

At the recent council meeting, we updated our policies on Boundary Issues and Visiting Priest. You will 

receive these in the near future. We reviewed the Health Care Plan and a Digital Media Policy, which will 

be considered by the local superiors at their next meeting. The policy regarding Financial Grants to Laity 

was emailed recently to everyone. 

 

Bishops of California 

Major Superiors who have men stationed in California have been asked by the California Bishops to 

financially participate in the lobbying efforts against SB 131 - the senate bill that would have lifted the 

statute of limitations on all civil lawsuits against private organizations brought by those abused as minors. 

This bill was not defeated in the State Assembly but vetoed by Governor Brown. 

  

At a CMSM Region VI meeting in Los Angeles in November, the Major Superiors decided to engage the 

Bishops in a dialogue to voice our concerns and desire to work with the Bishops. Mike Higgins and I 

attended that meeting. The religious want the Bishops to be aware that religious were not consulted 

beforehand. In the future religious should be part of the decision process of the California Bishops when a 

decision affects religious serving in California. The Bishops are open to this recommendation. A meeting 

has been set for May for the religious to decide if they will share the expenses of the Bishops’ lobbying 

efforts and how the Bishops of California and religious institutes can work more cooperatively.   

 

Affordable Care Act 

CMSM, LCWR and RCRI (Conference of Major Superiors of Men, Leadership Conference of Women 

Religious, Resource Center for Religious Institutes) have been working with the Department of Health 

and Human Services as well as with the IRS to strengthen the long-accepted opinion that religious are 

volunteers and not to be considered employees. For now, the IRS has decided to follow this opinion. 

Under the ACA, if an employer has 50 or more full-time-equivalent employees, the employer must offer 

qualifying health care coverage or pay penalties. This part of the Act will not apply to us as a Province. 

 



 

India 

There are five ordinations for St. Thomas the Apostle next month. Congratulations to Vimal Backiyaraj, 

Febin Barose, Welfen Xavier, Ajesh Mathew, Rajan George. Antony John PS and Antony Thomas 

Polakkat will begin novitiate May 21, 2014. If you did not receive the April PIANO from the Vice 

Province, please go to the Congregation Website, passiochristi. The PIANO file was large, and we had 

difficulty emailing it. Fr. Junesh Vakapadath will assist Fr. Art Carrillo with the mission appeals this 

summer. He should arrive in early June. 

 

CMSM Assembly 

The 2014 CMSM Assembly, 50 Years of Perfectae Caritatis: Communio and Community, will be held 

August 6-9 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

 

Happy Easter 

 

The Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ 

deepens our awareness of God's Love 

alive in our world and in ourselves.  

Let us attend to our 

Crucified and Risen Lord 

during these sacred days 

and choose to allow Eternal Love 

to draw us deeper into our 

commitment as People of Passion. 

   

Wishing you a Blessed Easter! 

 


