
 

IN BETWEEN 
Holy Cross Province 
April 26, 2013 
 

 
May the Passion of Jesus Christ be always in our hearts. 

 

 

I leave for the Congress in India on Friday, April 26. Fr. Joe Moons will also be attending the 

Congress and celebrations of the Vicariate’s becoming a Vice Province. Therefore, I have asked 

Fr. John Schork to take care of the home front. Contact John as needed. 

 

Don Senior 

On behalf of Holy Cross Province and our larger Passionist Family, I want to thank Fr. Don 

Senior for his 23 years as President of Catholic Theological Union. His retirement celebration 

will be on Sunday, June 23, 2013, with a Mass and reception. Don has established CTU as one of 

the premier theological schools in the United States, spearheaded a major capital campaign, and 

put together a remarkable teaching staff and administrative personnel. Don will leave the 

position in the hands of Fr. Mark Francis, CSV, who will take over in July. Even with the 

demands of his presidency, Don has always been generous with requests from the Congregation, 

the Province or a local retreat center to give special presentations. He plans to have some time 

away and then jump back into the roles of teacher, writer and researcher. Thanks, Don, for your 

generous ministry at CTU and for the Passionist Community. 

    

CTU Summer School 

I have invited people for classes with Don Senior and Robin Ryan during the week of June 10-

14. I hope to have five people attend; there are four confirmations at this time. They will stay 

with the Vincent Strambi Community; Sebastian will be their guide and mentor. I thank the 

Vincent Strambi Community for their kind hospitality to our Passionist companions and fellow 

ministers. 

 

St. Thomas the Apostle Vice Province - India 

Frs. Mike Higgins, Art Carrillo, Chris Gibson and Jim Strommer will be in India. Jim will 

facilitate the Congress. The six of us will express your joy and congratulations as St. Thomas the 

Apostle becomes a vice province. Please keep them in your prayers as they elect men for 

leadership positions and discern their direction for the future.  

 

At the end of the Congress, two of our brothers will be ordained: Titus Chullikattu and 

Nambikai Raj. They are great Passionist men and will be a blessing to the vice province. We 

pray that the Holy Spirit anoint them as priests and as great preachers and compassionate 

ministers of Christ Crucified. 

 



The results of a straw ballot are below; the votes were weighted with first choice given 3 points; 

second choice 2 points, etc. Eighteen ballots were returned. 

 
     VICE PROVINCIAL    

Antony Tharayil 36 

Tomy Kanjirathingal 21 

Paul Cherukoduth 13 

James Fernandez 4 

Roy Srampical 4 

Thomas Anamattathil 4 

Sebastian Konnully 4 

Nelson Alphonse 2 

Sony Kannanaikal 2 

    

Novices 

Juan Gonzalez, Antonio Aquino and Glen Bisquera will profess first vows on August 18. They 

will then move to Chicago and our Vincent Strambi Community. Glen will continue his studies 

at CTU. Juan needs to complete his college degree. Antonio has his college degree but will need 

to take philosophy courses required by the guidelines of the Conference of Catholic Bishops in 

The Program of Priestly Formation. 

 

Jack Conley 

With the novices moving to Vincent Strambi, I have asked Jack Conley to serve as Formation 

Director. He has generously accepted this position, which will add to his busy schedule with the 

Office of Mission Effectiveness and preaching parish missions and retreats. Thank you, Jack! 

 

Giuseppe Barbieri 

Joseph Barbieri is a Passionist working at St. Mary’s Seminary in Houston, Texas. He has 

requested to be incorporated into Holy Cross Province.  Joseph, born in 1961 in Toronto, 

Canada, is a Passionist priest of the Side of Christ Province in southern Italy. Originally ordained 

for the Archdiocese of Toronto on April 30, 1988, he was sent to be trained for the Diplomatic 

Service of the Holy See, serving in a number of different countries and in the Vatican. He joined 

the Passionists in Italy in 2005 and professed vows on September 15, 2006. He served as 

econome, associate pastor and provincial secretary. In 2011 he was invited to take the position of 

Director of Spiritual Formation at St. Mary’s Seminary. During his time at St. Mary’s, he has 

maintained a constant relationship with our men at Holy Name Community. Over the past 

several months, he has discussed his intention with me and some of the men in the community. 

After discernment with his spiritual director, Joseph formalized his request to his provincial, Fr. 

Cosimo Chianura, who has given his approval. I have sent a letter to Fr. Cosimo indicating that I 

and the provincial council have accepted Joseph’s petition. These two letters now go to the 

General Superior for his approval. When this process is concluded, I will let you know, and we 

can formally welcome Joseph into our Province. Joseph, who celebrates his 25th anniversary of 

ordination this month, has one more year on his contract with St. Mary’s. 

 

Holy Family – 75th Anniversary 

I joined Holy Family Parish for their 75th anniversary on April 14. In 1937 the Provincial, Fr. 

Boniface Fielding, sent two men to establish Passionist ministry in Birmingham. Holy Family 

began in 1938 with fewer than a dozen people at the first Mass in Tuxedo Junction. Since that 

CONSULTORS  

James Fernandez 23 

Sibi Padinjaradeth 13 

Sony Kannanaikal 8 

Edwin Jenish 8 

Antony Tharayil 6 

Tomy Kanjiranthingal 6 

Justin Nelson 5 

Bruno D'Souza 5 

Giltus Mathias 5 

Junesh Vakkapadath 4 

 

Thomas Anamattathil 3 

Paul Cherukoduth 3 

Wilson Victor 3 

Sebastian Konnully 3 

Antony Chirammel 3 

Roy Srampical 2 

Francis Chanampally 2 

Joseph Tharayil 2 

Jose Kulangarathottiyil 1 

Xavier Valiaparambil 1 

 



first Mass in a building “with a thousand leaks,” we have established Holy Family Church and 

Rectory, a clinic and later a hospital, Holy Family Grade School and High School, St. Mary’s 

Church and Grade School, and we have taken on St. Joseph’s Parish. The building projects are 

impressive. More important is the Province’s commitment to ministry in Birmingham, which 

includes the Passionists who served there, the parishioners, teachers, the Felician Sisters of 

Chicago, Illinois, the Sisters of Charity of Nazareth, Kentucky, and the Franciscan Sisters of 

Joliet, Illinois, and so many more who sacrificed and supported these ministries serving the 

spiritual, educational and physical needs of people on the west side of Birmingham. 

Congratulations. 

 

Visitations 

I have visited Mater Dolorosa, Christ the King, Holy Family and Vincent Strambi. Joe Moons 

conducted the visitation at Immaculate Conception. Visitation at Holy Name will be in June 

before the Province Assembly 2013. Jack Conley and I will have visitation at Sacred Heart, and I 

will have the visitation at St. Paul of the Cross – dates to be determined.  

 

IC Celebration 

The parish is planning a Mass of Gratitude for the Passionists on Sunday, June 30. This will be 

followed by a luncheon at the White Eagle. Let me know if you plan to attend so I can inform Fr. 

Eric. Also, we had a request for photos from the past 100 years. I sent the ones we used at our 

Farewell Ritual during our Province Assembly 2012. If anyone has photos to share, send them to 

Fr. Eric at Immaculate Conception Parish. 

 

Passionist Mission in China 

Rob Carbonneau, Passionist archivist in St. Paul of the Cross Province, is currently working with 

the Ricci Institute at the University of San Francisco. Every Friday he posts one photo from the 

Passionist China collection that is being digitized at the Ricci Institute. Each week the selected 

photo and commentary is made public on the St. Paul of the Cross website. Holy Cross Province 

assigned several men to China from the 1920s to the 1940s. You might be interested in viewing 

this website:      http://thepassionists.org/china-posts/ 

http://thepassionists.org/china-posts/

