
The Passionists of Holy Cross Province

Spring 2014

How do I extend a  
healing hand of Christ?
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We Passionists take a unique vow to proclaim a special truth that we hold deeply in our hearts – 

that the Passion of Jesus Christ is the most powerful sign of God’s overwhelming love for us.  

We know this love can overcome even death itself. With so many in our world hurting from 

physical and mental challenges, financial anguish or spiritual despair, our Passionist message is 

vitally important in keeping hope alive.

Please make a contribution today to help us ease someone’s suffering. Thank you!

The Passionists

We are called ...

Follow The Passionists of Holy Cross Province 
online at www.passionist.org 

“I love being a 
Passionist because 
the Passionist way of 
life is a call to share 
in the sufferings 
of others, and an 
opportunity to 
preach the word of 
the cross in missions 
and retreats.”
~Father Arthur Carrillo, 
C.P., Chicago, Ill. 

“I love being a 
Passionist because, 
through the 
teachings of St. Paul 
of the Cross, I don’t 
only believe, but I 
truly know — as I 
stand in community 
at the foot of the 
cross, broken and 
needy — I am 
embraced and held in 
the love and light of 
our Lord.”
~Nora Muir, Citrus 
Heights, Calif.  

“I love being a 
Passionist because 
it tethers me to a 
way of being and 
living in the charism 
in solidarity with 
my Passionist 
family.  It is the lens 
for my vocation 
as a physician, as 
a parent and as a 
friend.”
~Dr. Capper Rademaker, 
Lousiville, Ky.

“I’ve been a 
Passionist for 42 
years; not only is 
it the lens through 
which I perceive 
reality, it is more 
of who I am than 
anything else. I’m 
overwhelmed with 
gratitude. I am 
so lucky to be a 
Passionist. I cannot 
imagine any other 
way of life.”
~Father Jack Conley, C.P., 
Chicago, Ill. 
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Passionist Sisters spread the love of Christ 
Crucified to immigrants

“It doesn’t matter what work I do, pastoral or 
housework, my prayer and meditation are Jesus 
Christ Crucified.”

- Sister Marcela Oloarte, C.F.P.
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From the Provincial

Passionist Family is Committed 
to New Evangelization

V. Rev. Donald Webber, C.P.

Dear Passionist Family:
After the burial of Jesus, women came to the 

tomb. Unexpectedly, they encountered an angel of the 
Lord, who informed them, “Jesus is not here. He is ris-
en.” A few moments later, Jesus appears to the fright-
ened apostles and says to them, “Go and make disci-
ples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

This great commission to go out to the world 
and preach the Good News is the reason the Catholic 
Church exists today. In a challenging statement, Pope 
Francis invited all of us “to bring Christ into every 
area of life, to the fringes of society” and to those most 
distant and forgotten. The shape of this new evange-
lization has taken on countless forms, from the smil-
ing preacher Joel Osteen, who preaches to more than 
30,000 people at the Lakewood Church in Houston, to 
an individual whose Christian lifestyle has positive in-
fluences on family members and even a few co-workers.

Our Passionist Family is committed to the par-
ticular evangelical mission that the Church has given 
us: to keep alive the memory of the Passion and Death 
of Jesus Christ as the greatest act of God’s love. In the 
following pages, you will read about how the special 
mission of vowed Passionists and our lay partners 
bring that message of love to parishes, and about our 
Passionist Sisters from Mexico who compassionate-
ly labor for the forgotten and the frightened. A for-
mer Passionist tells how the Passionist charism has 
influenced him in the business world, and how his 
business skills have assisted the Passionist com-
munity. You will read the story of a retreat center  
administrator who is dedicated to bringing retreatants 
closer to Jesus by providing a sacred space for prayer 
and reflection. Our older Passionists at Sacred Heart 

Monastery in Louisville, Ky., shine the life-giving 
light of their prayers and love upon the needs and 
special requests of our friends and benefactors like 
you. Whether an individual or a community, whether 
quietly or enthusiastically, whether hidden or nation-
ally recognized, each of us is called to live or preach or 
teach the love of God as witnessed through the cross 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. “Men of Galilee, why 
do you stand looking up into heaven?” “Go and make 
disciples of all nations …” Evangelization has the po-
tential to transform and renew our world.

In Christ Crucified,

Father Donald A. Webber, C.P.
Provincial Superior



Visit us at www.passionist.org     3

What more needs to be said? What more could possibly be said?  

With eyes of faith, we gaze upon the cross of Jesus 
Christ, not as a horrific and gruesome event, which 
it certainly was, but as the perfect expression of love 
that heals us and our world. All our hurts and disap-
pointments, our sins and brokenness, our selfishness 
and callousness are laid bare before God’s perfect love 
shared with us in the Passion of Jesus.  It says it all.

The Passion of Christ: the Love that 
Compels Campaign emerges from the mission of 
the Passionists of Holy Cross Province to proclaim 
God’s love for the world revealed through the Passion 
of Jesus Christ. Love is compelling. We see it in how 
Jesus preaches and heals. We see it in the ministries 
of our Passionist priests and brothers. We see it in the 
prayer ministry of our senior Passionists in Louisville, 
Ky.  We see it in the lay women and men who work 
with us each day.  And we see it in the lives of those 
young men exploring our Passionist community.  We 
are indeed the Passionist Family. We are compelled by 
love to preach the cross.  This issue of The Passionists 
is filled with stories of “the love that compels.”

In 2011, the Passionists of Holy Cross Province 
began to invite family, friends, parishioners and re-
treatants to join us in this first-ever province-wide 
campaign.  To continue being faithful to preaching the 
cross, we realized we needed to seek additional sup-
port for our senior Passionists and the formation of 
the next generation of Passionist leaders, both vowed 
Passionists and the laity who walk with us in mission 
and ministry.

More than halfway through this five-year cam-
paign, we are nearing the Celebration Goal of $5 mil-
lion.  These designated funds not only provide for our 
senior Passionists and our youngest members, but 
also allow us to keep our eyes focused on the cross 
and the ministries that Jesus’ love compels us to do.

With this same compelling love, please consider a 
gift or pledge to our Campaign.  Learn more about this 
Campaign at our website, www.passionist.org/cam-
paign. To join us, use the enclosed envelope or call 
the Director of Donor Relations, Angela Kwasinski, at  
800.295.9048, ext. 206.

We are indeed a Passionist Family. We are 
compelled by love to preach the cross.
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Daughters of the Passion of Jesus Christ walk  
with and work on behalf of immigrants in the United States

Passionist 
Sisters share 
the healing 
love of the 
Cross

On August 13, 1960, the Mexican Foundation of 
the Daughters of the Passion of Jesus Christ and of 
the Sorrowful Mother began their ministry of as-
sisting in the formation of Redemptorist seminar-
ians in Edgerton, Wisc. The sisters’ main task at that 
time was attending to the nutritional needs of the 
seminarians. 

During their 20 years of service in a wide array of 
seminaries throughout the United States, the sisters 
noticed that the migrant population in their localities 
needed accompaniment in their faith journey. The 
sisters, using their free time, began ministering to the 
migrant population. This deep desire to respond to 
the sufferings of migrant families was what motivated 
the sisters to change the focus  of their ministry.   

As the sisters spent time working with migrants, 

they realized that the immigrant population was ex-
tremely underserved in the church. The sisters longed 
to devote themselves full-time to immigrant ministry. 
Sister Yolanda María Figuero, C.F.P., decided that she 
was going to be a parish minister serving the immi-
grant population. Her desire came to fruition at Cristo 
Rey Parish in Lansing, Mich. 

“Father Tom McCloskey interviewed us and  
decided he would talk with the bishop [about bring-
ing the Passionist Sisters into the Diocese of Lansing]. 
Two weeks later, we met with Father McCloskey and 
Bishop [Kenneth J.] Povisch. They told us to come [to 
Cristo Rey] anytime. They had open arms,” says Sister 
Yolanda.

In September 1980, Sisters Yolanda María Figuero, 
C.F.P., and María de los Angeles García, C.F.P., arrived 

Sister Julieta Mondragon, C.F.P., offers comfort during a homebound visit.
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Sister Yolanda Figuero, C.F.P., in prayer.

at Cristo Rey Parish. Through their partnership with 
Cristo Rey, the presence of the the Passionist Sisters 
in the U.S. took root as they formalized their ministry 
to and with immigrants.  

Over the 24 years that Sister Yolanda has been on 
staff at Cristo Rey, she has witnessed a change in im-
migrant ministry: “There has been a big improvement. 
When I came, people weren’t involved in the church 
very much. Now most of the people who attend Cristo 
Rey are immigrants and most are already established, 
second-or third-generation. There are still many  
people coming and they are from many places like 
Peru and Mexico; there is a lot of diversity. Cristo 
Rey has 35 different groups from different countries  
in the parish. So you have a community that is estab-
lished, a community of people who have come in the 
last five to six years and a community of newly arrived 
immigrants and with different needs. We try to in-
tegrate all the various groups. We are one parish, not 
two or three.” 

There are several communities of Passionist 
Sisters serving in the United States: The 
Community of Santa Monica in Carpentersville, Ill., 
the Community of Santa María Goretti in Lincoln, 
Neb., the Community of Santa María del Camino 

in Hastings and Tecumseh, Neb., as well as in 
Lansing and Jackson, Mich., and in Dodge City, Kan. 
Regardless of where the sisters are ministering, 
their purpose is singular – to identify and dem-
onstrate the reality of Passionist spirituality, the 
Passionist charism, in the lives of all those to whom 
and with whom they minister. 

Each Passionist Sister, living in the various com-
munities here in the United States, has a story to tell 

that echoes Sister Yolanda’s – a deep desire to work 
with immigrants, a firm conviction that the Catholic 
Church must be accompanying immigrants on their 
faith journey, a tenacious and courageous advocating 
voice for those who are marginalized and often ex-
ploited and a warmth that exudes a sense of hospital-
ity and boundless hope. 

In many ways, Sister Marcela Oloarte, C.F.P., sums 
up the Passionist Sisters’ devotion: “It doesn’t matter 
what work I do, pastoral or housework, my prayer and 
meditation is Jesus Christ Crucified.  

“When there is an opportunity, when people 
want to talk about something, first of all, I say, ‘Let’s 
say all for you, my Jesus, in the name of your Passion. 
We walk with you, Jesus Crucified.’ We then talk. At 
the end of the talk, we repeat the same phrase. I tell 
them, in their problems, try to think and pray to Jesus 
Crucified that [it is], ‘All for your Passion.’  I don’t just 
talk about the problem, but make them think about 
Jesus Christ and to offer their suffering, not just stay 
with it, but offer it to Jesus. Jesus is first crucified 
with everything I do; it’s the main thing.” 

‘Let’s say all for you, my Jesus, in the 
name of your Passion. We walk with 

you, Jesus Crucified.’



Sacred Heart Community Prayer Ministry

Contemplating Christ Through 
Persevering Prayer 

Passionists dedicate themselves daily to prayer, not 
only for themselves, but for all who ask prayers from 
them, especially those in most need. In the Passionist 
Rule and Constitutions, it states, “We are aware that the 
Passion of Christ continues in this world until he comes 
in glory; therefore, we share in the joys and sorrows of 
our contemporaries as we journey through life toward 
our Father. We wish to share in the distress of all, espe-
cially those who are poor and neglected; we seek to offer 
them comfort and to relieve the burden of their sorrow.” 
It goes on to say, “… a firm resolve to foster in ourselves 
the spirit of prayer, and to teach others to pray,” and later, 
“We contemplate Christ through persevering prayer.”

It is no wonder then, that a vowed Passionist’s life 
is lived in contemplation and action, both of which are 
heavily steeped in prayer. “People know it (prayer) is part 
of being a Passionist and will ask us to pray for this or for 
that,” explains Father John Schork, C.P., Local Superior of 
Sacred Heart Community in Louisville, Ky.

In 2010, senior Passionists requiring a level of as-
sisted living took up residence at the renovated Sacred 
Heart Community, moving there from Immaculate 
Conception Community in Chicago, Ill. Sacred Heart 
Community has been designated a special prayer house 
in the Province and carries a special prayer ministry on 
behalf of the hundreds of prayer requests received daily 
by the Province Development Office – as well as the 
many requests received at Sacred Heart Community. 
Prayer is the special ministry of the senior Passionists 
of Sacred Heart Community, as it is for the other com-
munity members involved in itinerant preaching, paro-
chial ministry, teaching and community service.

“We have four overflowing baskets of prayer re-
quest slips at the entrance of our chapel, as well as 
other boxes of prayer requests waiting to be rotated 
into the chapel. We keep all these requests in prayer 
daily during our Morning Prayer, Mass and Evening 

Prayer. It is humbling to see all the different concerns 
people ask us to pray for.

“Praying for special requests is a Province ministry, 
but here we also focus on the requests made dur-
ing the special Novenas of Masses held throughout 
the year for Christmas, Easter, Mother’s and Father’s 
Days,” offers Father John.

Prayer is a powerful tether that intertwines those 
who request the prayer and those who offer the 
prayers with the Crucified Christ who receives the 
prayers offered up in compassion and love. Father John 
and other Passionists in Sacred Heart Community 
often receive word that the prayers they have prayed 
have been answered. “Just recently I was informed by 
two women that their surgeries were successful and 
they were grateful for our prayer. Father Bernie Weber, 
C.P., often receives affirmation that his prayers for 
healing have been answered in a powerful way.

“Prayer has been a part of our Passionist life from 
the very beginning. Prayer ministry is a tradition in the 
Province that has gone on for years, dating back to our 
Founder, St. Paul of the Cross, who would pray for all 
those who requested prayer. Every community is doing 
the same thing: praying! Every community I have ever 
been a part of or visited prays for these many requests. 
We are always praying for our benefactors and others 
who have requested prayer…it’s our privilege!”

6

Brother Jerome Milazzo, C.P., Father Alfred Pooler, C.P., and 
Father John Schork, C.P., pray in the chapel.
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Father Jack Conley, C.P., and Dr. Capper Rademaker partner in preaching

Vowed and Lay Passionist 
Partnership

Holy Cross Province has long understood and val-
ued the role of the laity as a gift and asset to the 
Passionist Congregation. The Passionist Family of 
Holy Cross Province is a living witness to this value 
in all of the varied roles of leadership undertaken by 
the laity in partnership with the vowed members of 
the province.

One such partnership is shared by Father Jack 
Conley, C.P., and Dr. Capper Rademaker. Father Jack 
and Capper have been partnering in ministry since 
2003, after having met at St. Agnes Parish in Louis-
ville, Ky., when Father Jack was assigned to the parish 
and Capper served as president of the school board. 

Together, Father Jack and Capper have given days 
of reflection and have created a program called Emerging 
Church. As a team, Father Jack and Capper bring a 
richness to those to whom they minister and, in the 
process, teach each other something, too.   

“When I was first ordained, many people told us 
(my mentor was 30 years older than I) that our age 
differential made our message stronger…the fact that 
we ‘got along’ so well, being from different genera-
tions. In some ways Capper and I hear a similar mes-
sage today, simply because we come from the lay and 
religious way of life,” shares Father Jack. 

As a preaching team, Father Jack and Capper offer 
a broad perspective and wide variety of lived experi-
ences to their ministry. “Because Capper is so trans-
parent and self-revelatory, I learn a lot about contem-
porary life and family values, etc., from her sharing.  
I value those conversations when she speaks of dif-
ficult or challenging encounters with one of her 
young adult children, and I reverence her mature, 
integrated, Christ-like way of resolving conflict,” 
states Father Jack. 

Capper echoes a similar sentiment about Fa-
ther Jack. “I love the opportunity to collaborate with  

Father Jack. He is so gifted. He has been so affirming, 
encouraging me to get my master’s degree in pastoral 
studies and challenging me to get out of the box.”

“Because we are very good friends, in some ways 
we are able to communicate from a common shared 
understanding and wisdom,” says Father Jack. 

Rooted in their friendship and their devotion to 
the charism of the cross, Father Jack and Capper are 
in a unique position to touch the hearts of those to 
whom they preach. 

“My hope is that people recognize and realize that 
they all are living the Passion and Death of Jesus every 
day. It’s not something you are putting on and taking 
off. At the core of our being for all of us is the divine 
indwelling,” says Capper. 

Father Jack and Capper discuss an upcoming day of reflection.
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How the Passionist Spirit  
Shaped His Life

Charism of the Cross overcomes the call of consumerism

Paul Schulte started his 
relationship with the 
Passionist Congregation 
in the 1960’s as a young 
high school student on 
retreat in Warrenton, 
Mo. Paul then spent sev-
eral years as a student 
with the Passionists 
from 1965 to 1970. The 
congregation was instru-
mental in helping Paul 
discern his life’s voca-

tion—not as a vowed Passionist, but as a husband, 
father and lay member of the Catholic Church. The 
Passionist charism had, nonetheless, become part of 
his life view and spiritual perspective.

“My relationship with the Passionist Congregation 
has profoundly impacted my life. I was taught how to 
learn, how to pray and how to support community, all 
in the context of the Passionist charism,” says Paul.  He 
explains it this way: 

“The charism of the cross I always put into three 
basics terms: love, compassion and forgiveness. To the 
point that you internalize those dimensions of Jesus’ 
Passion, it can’t help but influence your entire life.

“In 1980, I started my own market research compa-
ny now called Horizon Group International. Going into 
business is also a vocation – one where money drives 
behavior and defines success. You quickly learn that 
capitalism has no soul, but many wonderful people that 
are a part of it do. My wife, Sue, often points out the 
personal conflict it regularly creates in my life as I try 
to balance the charism of the cross with the charism of 
consumerism. Believe it or not, that struggle has genu-
inely enriched my life.

“Very special things have happened to me as a 

result. Melding the two charisms, I think, has allowed 
our business to be both unique and successful. It allows 
one to think outside the “business box” to shape spe-
cial relationships with partners, staff and customers. It 
gives one a freedom to be creative and to basically put 
the soul back into capitalism, and community back into 
business. I have not always been successful, but the 
effort has been transformative.”  

Over the course of the last 20 plus years, Paul found 
himself using his business skills at the service of the 
Passionist Congregation that has profoundly shaped 
his life. “In the early 1990’s Father Frank Cusack, 
C.P., invited me to join a lay advisory Board at Sacred 
Heart Retreat in Louisville.” This caught the attention 
of the Provincial, Father Michael Joseph Stengel, C.P., 
who asked Paul to serve on the Province Lay Advisory 
Board, serving as its chairperson in his final year. Paul 
also served as the lay member of the Coordinating 
Committee for the 2003 Provincial Chapter. 

His business, personal and civic commitments 
have not allowed as much interaction recently as he 
would like. However, he remains committed to the 
Passionists in a number of different ways and enjoys 
the fact that a relationship that began in 1965 has now 
come full circle. “That is pretty special to me,” he says. 

Paul Schulte

“The charism of the cross I always put 
into three basics terms: love, compassion 

and forgiveness. To the point that you 
internalize those dimensions of Jesus’ 

Passion, it can’t help but influence your 
entire life.” 
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Nora Muir serves as administrator of Christ the King Passionist Retreat Center

Nora Muir

Retreat Center Administrator  
Living a Dream

Nora Muir’s professional life is a dream come true. 
As the administrator of Christ the King Passionist 
Retreat Center in Citrus Heights, Calif., she still 
finds being on the property as humbling and arrest-
ing for her as it was the first time she went there 20 
years ago to take part in Taizé prayer. However, she 
is far more aware of the day-to-day operations that 
enable the property to be a transformational sanc-
tuary for those who, like her, experience the spiri-
tual ministry that takes place there. 

“The beauty gets me every time I come up the 
driveway. I come to work every day with an incredibly 
full and grateful heart, but it is work. It’s different than 
coming in as a guest. I am thinking about the details 
that it takes to make a place like this run successfully.  
A lot of my attention is on those details, but three 
doors down from my office is the chapel, and I am  
being affected by it,” she says.  

“I take care of all operations – buildings and 
grounds, staff, housekeeping, kitchen, office, bud-
getary items. I oversee the finances and bookkeeping.

“People come here broken, upset and feeling lost. 
They have a beautiful, wonderful experience here that 
helps them get clarification and peaceful prayer time 
which helps them get closer to the Lord. Their life 
seems to fall back into order. That is why we do it.”

Nora’s relationship with Christ the King  
began in 1994, when a friend invited her to attend the 
weekly Taizé prayer held at the center. Nora accepted 
the invitation having no prior knowledge of Christ 
the King, let alone the Passionist Congregation. As 
time went on, Nora’s relationship with the Passionist 
community at Christ the King grew, and so did her 
understanding and love for the Passionist charism. 
“The Passionists’ hospitality and compassion of 
reaching out to the marginalized and crucified of to-
day — such compassion and hospitality just ema-
nates not only from the place, but from anyone who 
is involved with the ministries, as well.”

Looking back over the journey, Nora recognizes 
that a deep-seated desire to work for the Passionist 
community at Christ the King took hold as she  
attended weekly Mass. 

“I was able to attend weekly Mass on Thursday 
mornings. It was the highlight of my week. Mass 
was followed by coffee with staff, priests and Mass-
goers. I wanted to surround myself with that. I just 
thought it would be ideal to work here. I had the wish 
but never thought it would be reality,” she says. 

“I met my very best friend at the retreat center 
in 1999. My friends knew of the job. They insisted I 
apply, so I did and I got the position in 2012. Never 
in a million years did I think I’d be working here. 
It was like coming full circle, like coming home.  
I could not have planned it out better myself. That 
is why I believe I had very little to do with it. It was 
more the Spirit.”
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News and Notes

Father Clemente Barrón, C.P., is welcomed to the Passionist Development Office in Park Ridge, Illinois

Father Tu-Jin Paul Kim, C.P., is installed as pastor at Korean Martyrs’ Church in Chicago, Illinois

New Director Named at Holy Name Passionist Retreat Center in Houston, Texas

Father Clemente Barrón, C.P., at the request of 
the Provincial, has accepted a new assignment at 
the Passionist Development Office in Park Ridge, 
Illinois.  Father Michael Higgins, C.P., continues 
to be the Spiritual Director.  After serving in San 
Antonio for several years, Father Clemente now 
acts with the Provincial and Council to promote 

Father Tu-Jin Paul Kim, C.P., a Passionist for 28 
years, has served in Passionist ministries around the 
country, most recently to the Korean community in 
New York. Father Tu-Jin arrived in Chicago in early 
2014 to begin his newest ministry to Chicago’s Korean 
community. Bishop John Manz installed Father Tu-Jin 
as pastor of Chicago Korean Martyrs’ Catholic Church 
in March. “I am happy to be in Chicago.  Chicago was 
my first home when I came to the United States, so I 
feel like I’ve come home.”

After experiencing a Passionist retreat in his native 
Korea, Father Tu-Jin’s goal was to become a Passionist. 
Encouraged by Father Carol Stuhlmueller, C.P., a Pas-

Father Joseph Barbieri, C.P., will become the next 
director of Holy Name Passionist Retreat Center 
in Houston, Texas, effective July 1, 2014. Current 
director, Father Joe Moons, C.P., will be going on 
sabbatical. 

This will be Father Joseph’s first time on staff at 
Holy Name Passionist Retreat Center. However, he is 
not new to retreat ministry. “I have preached five-day 

our Passionist charism.  With the personnel at the 
Passionist Development Office, Father Clemente 
raises awareness of and requests support for the 
Province’s various ministries. He supervises all 
printed materials, correspondence and website 
content. Connecting with benefactors is a high pri-
ority of Father Clemente and keeps him on the go. 

sionist teaching at Catholic Theological Union (CTU), 
Father Tu-Jin came to the United States to study the-
ology at CTU and was ordained a priest in 2000.

As a Passionist, Father Tu-Jin sees the need to 
respond to the suffering in the community. “I see the 
Passion of Jesus everywhere. People are sick or close to 
death.  However, their suffering is not always outwardly 
physical. They may be suffering with economic hard-
ship or immigration problems,” says Father Tu-Jin. 
For second and third generation Korean Americans, 
struggling with their identity and finding ways to fit 
in to American society are major issues. “They don’t 
quite fit in with the first generation Koreans because 

retreats and single days of prayer in the past, mostly 
to priests, religious and seminarians; predominantly 
in the U.S., but also at our Retreat Center in Rome at 
Saints John and Paul and to seminarians in Belgium. 
I have also preached at parish missions in southern 
Italy, the U.S. and Canada.

“The joy is to witness retreatants as they come to 
an awareness of God’s presence in their lives in a pro-
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News and Notes

Father Clemente Barrón, C.P., is welcomed to the Passionist Development Office in Park Ridge, Illinois

Father Tu-Jin Paul Kim, C.P., is installed as pastor at Korean Martyrs’ Church in Chicago, Illinois

New Director Named at Holy Name Passionist Retreat Center in Houston, Texas

“I am very happy,” said Father Clemente, “to be able 
to serve our Province and God’s people doing this 
ministry. We receive correspondence daily from so 
many suffering people who need prayer, consolation 
and a message of hope in their lives. We seek to be a 
sign of God’s Love for them.” 

they were born here and there may be a language bar-
rier. They believe they are Americans, but feel they 
don’t fit in because of their physical appearance. My 
Passionist charism is to let them know that they are 
not alone. They will always be a welcomed member of 
Jesus’ community.”

Father Tu-Jin uses his abilities to communicate in 
both English and Korean. “I want to guide them to be 
a part of the church. When they come here to Korean 
Martyrs’, I want them to feel welcome. Like me, I want 
them to feel like they are home.”   

found experience of his unconditional love for them,” 
says Father Joseph.

Father Joe will be leaving the center after serving 
for 12 years as director. “I have really enjoyed the peo-
ple and the recovery retreats. You really get to know 
the people who make the retreats. Most of them come 
back and that is really special,” says Father Joe. 
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Father Arthur Carrillo, C.P., has been preaching in 
Passionist ministries for most of his 44 years as a 
priest. Over the years, much has changed, both in the 
church and in culture. Father Arthur has had a front-
row seat to witness those changes.

“It is so important to recognize your audience 
when preaching. The people in front of you are not just 
a generic mass. They are individuals with a history, a 
family and a spiritual life that have been conditioned 
by very different factors depending on where you are,” 
explains Father Arthur.

With this in mind, Father Arthur has been able to 
identify some distinct differences, not only between 
preaching in a rural v. an urban setting, but also in how 
the understanding of Christ has changed over the years.

“In the urban setting, I find fewer coming to 
Mass together as families. In the cities, you have a 
higher concentration of multiple options that are  
created around schools and organizations. The conse-
quence for preaching in an urban setting is that you 
are preaching more to individuals. Family members 
are going to hear different messages; the message of 
those who attend one Mass and the message of those 
who attend Mass at a different time that weekend.

“In rural settings, more people come as a family. 
The weekend still has an aura of family time about it, 
and there aren’t the competitive sports or traveling 
leagues for young people that often cause the family to 
break up their Sunday attendance.

All Preaching is not the Same

Father Arthur Carrillo, C.P., values different pastoral settings

“Time is not the only challenge to preaching in the 
urban setting – parish identity, as it pertains to loca-
tion, is as well. With the shortage of priests, bishops 
are rethinking parish identity.

“In a rural area, the parish is more likely to remain a 
parish, but be consolidated under a single pastor so that 
the physical consolidation doesn’t happen. Each parish 
keeps its own identity. In a rural context, it makes per-
fect sense because you can’t shut down a parish until 
you are joined with another parish 20 miles away. You 
can leave four parishes open as separate entities, but 
under a common leadership. 

“In an urban setting, people are set adrift by the 
closing of their parish, and it sets an affective element 
into the way they listen to the preacher. They may not 
really feel the connection; the closing or renaming may 
have been forced on them. Preachers must be aware of 
their audience because they could still be carrying a lot 
of the effects of being in a struggle as to whether their 
parish was going to survive or not.”

Regardless of setting, rural or urban, it is an under-
standing of Christ that connects people to their faith.

“It is so important to recognize your 
audience when preaching ... They are 

individuals with a history, a family and a 
spiritual life ...”

Father Arthur Carrillo, C.P.



Congratulations to all of our Passionists  
in Holy Cross Province who are celebrating  
jubilees this year.

JUBILEES 2014

Professions         Profession Date           Jubilee

Richard Johnson  7/9/44   70 

Emmet Linden  7/9/44   70 

Ward Biddle   7/9/44   70 

Frank Keenan   7/9/54   60 

Eric Meyer   7/9/59   55 

Ron Corl   7/9/59   55 

Joe Moons   8/11/69  45

Bob Crossmyer  8/19/84  30

David Colhour  9/3/89   25

Phil Paxton   9/3/89   25

Ordinations      Ordination Date              Jubilee

Leonard Kosatka  5/23/59  55

Blaise Czaja   5/23/64  50

Ken O’Malley   5/23/64  50

Joe Van Leeuwen  5/23/64  50

Augustine Kunii  3/20/64  50

Richard Thomson  5/24/69  45

Ronan Newbold  5/24/69  45

Guillermo Castillo  8/3/74   40 
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Father Augustine Kunii, C.P.

Father Ken O’Malley, C.P.

Father Blaise Czaja, C.P.

Father Joe Van Leeuwen, C.P.
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Spring – A Time of Inspiration and Rebirth  

Good intentions are not enough — it’s what we do 
that matters.  Neglecting to move forward with our 
plans is a hurdle we all face, especially after the cold 
and darkness of a long winter.  Spring is a refreshing 
time of the year because it represents new begin-
nings and provides the inspiration we need to take 
control and finally make our intentions a reality. 

All that the Passionists accomplish is a gift 
from God – nurtured by your generous support.  
We pray that you have been inspired enough by 
our ministries to move forward with a planned gift.  
A planned gift, such as a bequest in your will or 
trust, ensures a vibrant future for Holy Cross Prov-
ince and those we serve.  

If you would like more information on how you 
can bring renewed hope and inspiration to those 
who suffer, please contact the Director of Donor 
Relations for Holy Cross Province, Angela Kwasinski. 
She can be reached at akwasinski@passionist.org 
or 800.295.9048, extension 206. 

Photo by Father Alan Phillip, C.P.


