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Birthdays

      2 Welfen Anjiparambil
      4 George Stanfield 
     13 Joseph Xavier Tharayil
     10 Antony Chirammel
 Johnson Mamath 
     12 George Kolothum 
     21 Robert Crossmyer    
 Sebastian MacDonald
     23 Michael Higgins 
     24 John Hilgert    
     25 Emmet Linden 
     26 Jose Kulangarathottiyil 
 

Professions
     16 Rockson Balummel
 Jose Mejo
 John Varghese Thadathil
 Einstein Thyparampil
 Binu Johnson
 Jifin Sebastian
     17 Francis Chanampally
 Wilson Victor
 Giltus Mathias
 Dennis Murickanamkuzhiyil
 Shaji Selvaraj
 Junesh Vakkapadath
 Sugun Vilayilayyathu
 Nambikai Raj
 Ajesh Mathew
 Titus Chullikadu
 Welfen Anjiparambil
 Johnson Mamath
 Febin Barose
 Vimal Mackiyaraj
 Rajan George
     18 Paul Cherukoduth
 Sebastian Konnully
     23 Benson Valieveetil
 Antony Arackal
     24 Jerson Cusher
 Biju Paliyath
     

Updates...
• Don Webber and Jim Strommer visit India and Assembly, May 1-14. 

• The Provincial Council meets in Chicago, May 23-25. 

• The Provincial Office will be closed on Monday, May 30, in observance 
of Memorial Day. 

• Congratulations to Hugo Esparza and Alfredo Ocampo who will be 
ordained to the priesthood by Bishop Neil Tiedemann on Saturday, 
May 28, at Immaculate Conception Church in Chicago.  

• Congratulations also to Frank Keenan and Mike Hoolahan who will 
celebrate their 50th Jubilee of ordination on Sunday, May 29, at 
Immaculate Conception Church. 

• Chris Gibson is hosting a “Come and See” vocation program 
May 29-30 in Chicago for men interested in exploring a vocation 
as a Passionist. 

• On April 3, 2011, the Community of Passionist Partners in Houston, 
partners with Holy Name Passionist Community, celebrated its 
renewal of their personal, annual covenants.  This is the annual 
expression of each one’s desire to continue to journey with one 
another in living the Passionist Charism.  Their monthly 
gatherings, held at the Holy Name Passionist Community, strengthen 
their resolution and are a mutual assistance in making daily life reflect 
their commitment to the Memory of the Passion of Jesus Christ.  
Present for the Mass and Covenant Ceremony were the members of 
the local Passionist Community.  Cedric Pisegna was the  
principal celebrant of the Mass, and Simon Herbers was the 
officiant of the Covenant ritual and blessing.  Arthur Carrillo, 
former local leader of the Community, was in Spring Texas, preaching 
a Lenten Mission during those days, and was able to attend the 
ceremony as well.

NEWS

LOOKING FORWARD...

   
      May   8  
         Mother’s Day

      May   16
         Feast of St. Gemma Galgani 

      May   31 
          Visitation of the 
  Blessed Virgin Mary

St. Gemma Galgani

Holy Cross Province | 5700 N. Harlem Avenue | Chicago, IL 60631 
Submit news to Claire Smith csmith@passionistmonastery.org

Address changes to Loretta Ciesielski loretta@passionist.org
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Professions cont’d

     28 Pascal Cuthina
 James Fernandez
 John Hilgert
 Justin Nelson
 Joseph Tharayil
 Edwin Jenish
 Bruno D’Souza
     31 Siby Padinjaredath
 Antony X Tharayil
 Saji Thengumkudiyil   

Ordinations
 
     6 James Fernandez
     7 Justin Nelson
 Giltus Mathias
 Wilson Victor
     8 John Baptist Ormechea
 Bob Weiss
 Saji Thengumkudiyil
    10 Joseph Tharayil
    12 Francis Chenampally
    16 Arthur Carrillo
 Michael Higgins
    19 Emmet Linden
 Ward Biddle
 Richard Johnson
    21 Bob Crossmyer
    22 Enno Dango
    23 Ken O’Malley
 Joe Van Leeuwen
 Blaise Czaja
 Leonard Kosatka
    24 Ronan Newbold
 Richard Thomson
    25 Louis Doherty
 Peter Berendt
    26 Don Webber
 Pat Brennan
    27 Francis Keenan
 Michael Hoolahan
 Bob Bovenzi
   28 Alfredo Ocampo
 Hugo Esparza
    31 Sebastian MacDonald
 Francis Cusack
 Phil Schaefer
 Leonard Kosatka
 John Hilgert

Happy 90th Birthday!
Happy birthday to Simon Herbers who turned 90 on April 26!  The 
community gathered to celebrate and wish Simon many, many more.

Dollars for Scholars Luncheon in Birmingham, Alabama...

Don Webber with keynote speaker, 
Mr. John O’Neil, CEO of 

St. Vincent Health System,
and Bishop Baker.

Justin Alphonse Nelson, Bob Crossmyer, 
Alex Steinmiller and Guillermo Castillo 

at the Dollars for Scholars Luncheon.

Surfing the Web...
A big thank you to everyone who contributes their daily reflection or other 
content for our Province website.  

A recent statistic comparison showed that for the time period: 1/1/2011 - 
4/30/2011 our website was visited 65,643 times with an average of 547 visits 
per day.  Compared to the same time in 2010: 62,381 visits averaging 520 
visits per day.

Our daily scripture reflection is still the most popular section of our site.  A 
comparison of the same timeframe (1/1-4/30) in 2011 shows 28,737 pageviews, 
compared with 21,301 pageviews in 2010, just for the reflections.  This is 
almost a 35% increase.

Again, thank you so much.  If you are interested in contributing to the 
website reflections we do have a few openings.  Please contact Claire Smith, 
csmith@passionist.org for more information.
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25 Years of Passionist Professions in India
Congratulations to the first Passionist Profession Class, 1986 
for the Vicariate of St. Thomas the Apostle in India who 
celebrate their 25th Jubilee of Profession on May 18.  

Pictured at right: 
Front (l-r): Sebastian Kaippassary, Joshy Valikakkath, 

Paul Cherukoduth and Sebastian Konnully.
Back: Henry Keilty, CP (dec.) and 

Christopher Gibson, CP.

From the Vocations Office...

Plenty of vocational activities going on around the Province:

There have been grade school programs going on in the parish 
schools of Louisville and Chicago, including displays, school Mass 
and Kairos retreat for 6th graders in collaboration with other 
religious orders.  In Louisville, we’ve taken part in a “Busy Person’s 
Retreat” at Bellarmine University.  We had a “Come and See” 
experience for a young Theologian from Louisville who was 
visiting us at at Immaculate Conception and St. Vincent Strambi.

We had a wonderful vocational retreat during Holy Week in 
Houston with 7 prospects (2 from other states). Another 3 under 
age prospects could not make it in time due to many legal 
requirements. There were moments for vocational reflections in the context of each day of the Truduum including our 
Passionist charism on Good Friday; most members of the community were able to share their vocational journeys as 
Passionists and interact on a more one to one basis afterwards in answer to specific questions. Prospects had 
opportunities to share their vocational journey as well. We had a rich variety of celebrations: Holy Thursday at 
St Jerome’s, Good Friday at Holy Name and Easter Vigil at the Cathedral. The retreatants were in 
agreement to get together once a month on Skype; other serious 
prospects would be invited to join us.

Two of our vocation prospects from Tennessee will be present at 
the priestly ordination of Alfredo Ocampo and Hugo 
Esparza and will have a vocational program the following days.

The vocational team from our different communities had another 
very productive interaction online through Skype.   Many thanks to 
all the Passionists involved during this time, including our 
partner Ken Schmitt, and involvement of our communities at 
St. Vincent Strambi, Immaculate Conception, Sacred Heart, 
Holy Name and Christ the King. Without your dedication and 
presence, all of this could not have come to pass.

There is hope that soon we will have more discerners in entering 
into formal discernment.

Vocation activity throughout the U.S.
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Holy Name Church celebrates 120 years
By Glenn Rutherford, Record Editor 

There was a time when Holy Name School on South Third Street had more than 900 children enrolled. Now, like many 
other parishes at the core of the city, Holy Name’s school is long-closed, and the number of families that are a part of 
church life there is far fewer than it once was.

Father Leon Grantz, who is 94, came to Holy Name on March 6 to celebrate the parish’s 120-year anniversary. He 
remembers the halcyon days of the parish and its school, and he should, since he attended classes there along with other 
members of his family. In fact, Father Grantz, a Passionist priest, said he “was ordained here in 1946.”

“Oh, I remember when there were so many people here,” he said before the anniversary Mass last Sunday. “My sister, 
Deanna Fitzpatrick, still helps take care of things here, but I remember the days when the school was full and the church 
was full every Mass, too. This was a thriving parish, but back then this was a thriving part of town, too.”

Father Grantz’ dad delivered milk throughout the area, he recalled. “He’d buy it from Heywood 
Dairy, which was down at 18th and Hill, and from the Von Allman Dairy, too. At first he used a horse 
and wagon, and later some kind of old truck, but he went all over this part of town delivering milk. 
It was hard work, but in those days we all had to work hard.”

The retired priest said the people of the parish — like those all over Louisville’s South End — could 
set their clocks by the daily whistle from the Louisville & Nashville Railroad’s South Louisville 
Shops and yard on Floyd Street. “It blew at 7 a.m. every morning and at 20 minutes to four every 
afternoon,” he said. “You know during the work week that when that whistle blew, you’d better stay 
off Floyd Street because it was going to be really filled with traffic.”

These days the parish, which sits just a couple of stone throws from Churchill Downs, has, like the 
neighborhood that surrounds it, fallen on difficult times. The Central Avenue corridor just south 

of the parish has been widened; houses that were once for single families are now used as apartments, and the population 
base that feeds the success of a parish is far more dispersed these days. “We have 250 families here now, and 200 of them 
are Hispanic,” said Father David Sánchez, pastor of both Holy Name and St. Joseph churches. “We are growing a little bit, 
bit by bit,” he said after the Mass. Father Sánchez noted that the parish often serves as a place for Hispanic track workers 
from the neighborhood Thoroughbred raceway to attend Mass.

On Sunday, Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz not only gave the homily at the Anniversary Mass but also welcomed the parish’s 
2011 11-member Confirmation class. The archbishop was joined at the front of the church by Father Sánchez and Father 
John W. Hanrahan, who grew up in the parish and presided over his first Mass at Holy Name upon his ordination in 1955. 
The archbishop told those assembled before him that the 120-year-old parish was “testimony to the strength, power and 
love of the Holy Spirit.” He noted that May 1 of this year, the late Pope John Paul II will be beatified — “he will be named 
Blessed John Paul II and will be just one step from being a saint,” the archbishop said.

“That will happen on Divine Mercy Sunday, a day when we say we trust in the divine word of Jesus,” he said. “Our faith in 
Jesus Christ goes back more than 2,000 years, and even before that, prophets in the Old Testament foretold of the 
coming of the Savior. That is why we revere his holy name.”  The archbishop noted that when he was young, he was taught 
that “when you say the name of Jesus, you should bow your head.” “I was taught that as a child and I still do it,” he said. 
“That’s how much reverence we should have for the Holy Name of Jesus.”

To the Confirmation class and the rest of the crowd of 150 or so people, the archbishop noted that when someone becomes 
a deacon, they are told to “believe what you read, teach what you believe and practice what you teach.” “That is good advice, 
a good way of living for all of us,” he said. “And remember, when we read the Gospel, we’re not just reading a book; it’s not 
just about reading. It’s about reading and coming to know a person, Jesus Christ. As we do, we become more and more the 
people God wants us to be.”

A Star Among Us...
The following article appeared in the March 10, 2011 issue of The Record, the newspaper of the Diocese of 
Louisville, Kentucky.  It is reprinted in its entirety with permission of Glenn Rutherford, Editor.

Fr. Leon Grantz, CP
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Mater Dolorosa Weekend Retreat Group celebrates its 50th annual retreat...

The Passionist Mater Dolorosa Retreat Center, Sierra Madre CA, just hosted the 50th annual Holy Week retreat of 
a laymen’s retreat group begun in 1961, from Tijuana and Mexicali, of Baja California, Mexico.

In 1961, Mater Dolorosa’s Retreat Director, Fr. Faustinus Moran, had a dynamic and growing Laymen’s Retreat League to 
recruit and assist local Catholic laymen to make an annual retreat with their parish group. However, when approached 
by a group of interested Knights of Columbus from Baja California, Mexico, for a weekend to schedule their own retreat, 
he had to regretfully decline, because all available weekends were already “booked” by the Passionist Laymen’s Retreat 
League....except for one weekend that had never been scheduled for a retreat, Holy Week’s Holy Thursday, Good Friday, 
Holy Saturday, and Easter Sunday.  These were days when local Catholics would not likely schedule an absence from 
parish and family.  Since the retreat contemplated by the Tijuana/Mexcali group did not occupy the Passionist Retreat 
Preacher (because the retreat was in Spanish), the principal responsibility of the Retreat House would be hospitality; 
the retreatants would provide their own retreat preacher from Mexico.  It would still be a sacrifice for the Passionists 
staffing the retreat house because kitchen, dining room and housekeeping would still have to be provided although these 
were days of greater liturgical celebration.  Fr. Faustinus thought that it would be a sacrifice worth making in the light of 
the sincerity and seriousness of the request he had received.

This year, Holy Week of 2011, marked the 50th anniversary of this retreat group, which averages 75 retreatants each year.  
Of the retreatants who were present at that first retreat on March 30, 1961, two were present for the 50th anniversary 
retreat: Sr. Carlos Montejo and Dr. Jorge Alcantara.  Some of those early retreatants have been succeeded by the second 
and third generations of their sons and nephews.  The de la Madrid family was one of the founding families of this 
retreat group and is always represented by father-sons, uncles-nephews, and cousins.

“At the tribute paid to the retreatants after the Saturday supper, memorial plaques were given to some of the 
founders and outstanding supporters of the group; mention was also made of the part paid by the retreat preachers who 
have guided this special Holy Week Retreat.  Among the notable preachers was Fr. Jorge Barrerra, S.J., who led the retreat 
for 33 consecutive years.  Planning for the 50th Anniversary celebration was moderated by Sr. Arturo Cubillas.  
Father Patrick Brennan, present Retreat Director, and Fr. Arthur Carrillo, past Retreat Director, were present for the 
retreat to offer their congratulations (and to get into the group picture with Frs. Gilberto Rivera Arevalo, M.Ss.P. and 
Jose Luis Ortega, M.Ss.P. current retreat preachers).


