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On 11 January, 2008 the following necrology
notice about Bishop Paul Michael Boyle,
CP appeared in the Vatican newspaper:

“L’Osservatore Romano”:

The Passionist Congregation, the Passionist
Superior General, Fr. Ottaviano D’Egidio, together
with his Council, and the religious Province of the Holy
Cross (Chicago) announce the passing away to the
Father’s house, of BISHOP PAUL M. BOYLE, C.P.

Bishop emeritus of Mandeville, Jamaica (Antilles)
on 10th January 2008 in Louisville, KY., U.S.A.
With grateful hearts we recall the energy and enthu-
siasm he demonstrated in the service of his Passionist
Congregation when he exercised the ministry of
Superior General (1976-1998), added to his strong
sense of belonging. He is likewise remembered as a
generous Pastor of the nascent diocese of
Mandeville. Our loving prayers for his soul join
those of all the extended Passionist Family, his own
family and the faithful of the diocese of Mandeville,
and of all those who knew and esteemed him and his
zeal and love for the missions.

A Brief Biography
Fr. Donald Webber CP, Provincial Superior CRUC

Paul M. Boyle was born in Detroit, Michigan, on
May 28, 1926. In 1946 he professed his vows as a
Passionist of the Western Province of the United
States (CRUC). He was ordained in Louisville,
Kentucky, on May 30, 1953 and was sent to Rome for
graduate studies in Canon Law. He received a licen-
tiate in Sacred Theology from the Angelicum
University in 1955 and a licentiate in Canon Law
from the Pontifical Lateran University in 1957. He
also attended Northwestern University in Evansville,
Illinois, St. John’s University in Collegeville,
Minnesota, St. Regis College in Toronto, and St. Paul
College in Detroit.

In 1964-1965 Boyle served as the president of the
Canon Law Society of America and from 1965 to
1968 as its executive coordinator. He taught canon
law and homeletics at Sacred Heart Seminary in

Louisville and canon law at St. Meinrad Theological
Seminary from 1965 to 1968. In 1969 Boyle became
president of the Conference of Major Superiors of
Men, a position he held until 1974. From 1974 to
1976 he served as president of Stewardship Services
Inc., an organization established by the CMSM to
give financial assistance to religious communities.
During these years he began working on another
project to help religious communities with financial
management. In 1976 he founded and became the
president of Religious Communities Trust (RCT)
established to instruct religious organizations on
short term investments.

In May of 1968, Bishop Boyle was elected
Provincial of the Holy Cross Province of the
Passionists (CRUC); from 1976 until 1988 he served
as Superior General of our Passionist Congregation.
On July 9, 1991 Pope John Paul II made him the first
bishop of the newly formed Vicariate Apostolic of
Mandeville, Jamaica, West Indies.

Bishop Paul Michael Boyle, C.P. (1926-2008)
Passionist Superior General (1976-1988) - Bishop of Mandeville, Jamaica, West Indies (1991-2004)

“HIS CROSS IS OUR HOPE”

V. Rev. Paul Boyle as Superior General (1976-1988)

å
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Bishop Boyle retired in 2004 to the Passionist
Community in Louisville. Since his retirement, he
was active with preaching appeals for Food for the
Poor, sacramental ministry, and other preaching
engagements.

Message of Fr. Ottaviano D’Egidio,
Superior General, for the Memorial Mass
of Bishop Paul M. Boyle, C.P., on January
16, 2008, St. Catherine of Siena Church,
Detroit, Michigan, USA

Your Most Reverend Excellencies, my dear broth-
er Passionists, Sisters and Lay members of our

Passionist Family, priests and faithful here pres-
ent:

Through Father Clemente Barrón, my personal
delegate to the Memorial Service in Detroit and rep-
resentative of the General Council of the Passionist
Congregation living and working in 68 countries of
the world, I share with you in your prayers for the
eternal repose of Bishop Paul Michael Boyle who,
having run the straight race has now finished his days
in our midst soon after the Christmas celebrations
and the feast of Epiphany, our Lord’s manifestation.
Now that mystery lived in faith during his many
years of religious life and his episcopal ministry to

which he devoted his life, will be manifested to him
face-to-face in all its reality. That he may not be all
alone in this his encounter with the Lord, we are
accompanying Bishop Boyle in this sacrifice of the
holy Eucharist and through our prayers beseeching
God’s mercy and smile as he faces the Eternal One
and says on bended knee, “Here I am!”

I am quite convinced that his encounter with God
will be, for Bishop Boyle, one of love, because he has
offered Him his religious life at the service of his
brethren, and Jesus has taught us in the Gospel that
“There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life.”
I recall with gratitude his efficacious actions at the
service of his Congregation during his twelve years
as Superior General from 1976 till 1988, marked by
his strong sense of belonging.  One of his outstanding
moments was when he guided and animated the 1982
General Chapter, when the Passionist Congregation
adopted its new Rule and Constitutions which govern
its life and mission in the light of the second Vatican
Council.  In fact, those Constitutions, beyond their
solid Christological and juridical foundations which
are of their specific competence, inspire a feeling of
profound humanity and prophetic openness meant to
confront the evils of our present-day world and the
many challenges it presents. He was convinced, as
was Saint Paul of the Cross, our Father and Founder,
that the most effective remedy for the evils of our
time is, even today, the Passion of Jesus, “the great-
est and most overwhelming work of God’s love.” 

The very heart of our Constitutions is in # 55
which states that, “We Passionists make the Paschal
Mystery the center of our lives. This entails a loving
commitment to follow Jesus Crucified, and a gener-
ous resolve to proclaim his Passion and death with
faith and love. His Passion and death are no mere his-

Fr. Paul Boyle and Fr. Dominic Papa (PAUL), Personal Secretary

Pope John Paul II and Bishop Boyle
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torical events. They are ever-present realities to peo-
ple in the world today, ‘crucified’ as they are by
injustice, by the lack of a deep respect for human life
and by a hungry yearning for peace, truth, and the
fullness of human existence.” One cannot help but
note how very forceful and relevant these words are
today after twenty five years, which Bishop Boyle,
together with the Passionist Congregation, made his
own as the specific mission of his religious consecra-
tion and his pastoral ministry as a bishop.

Profound and convincing was his entire attitude
and belief “cum ecclesia,” whether as Superior
General or as a bishop, and this became manifest in
his life options and his words. I personally experi-
enced this when I had the opportunity and grace to
participate, as a young Provincial, in the 1982
General Chapter, as I’ve mentioned above, in the
course of which the new Constitutions were formu-
lated, and it was at that Chapter that I was elected a
General Consultor. Hence I was with Father Paul M.
Boyle both in the General Council and at our commu-
nity of Saints John and Paul for all of six years, 1982-
1988, during his second term as Superior General.
Those were unforgettable years of learning and expe-
rience. That was a General Council which gave the
Church four bishops. Apart from Bishop Boyle, we
have Bishops Norbert Dorsey and William Kenney
whom I greet, and the late Bishop José Santos Iztueta
who passed away August 27th last year, a missionary
in the Peruvian Amazon region, Bishop of the dio-
cese of Moyobamba.

I would like to point out an aspect of the personal-
ity of Bishop Boyle: even when he appeared to be a
somewhat forceful and strong-willed character, he
was open and always willing to modify his point of
view and decisions he had already taken if he could
be shown there were reasons and motivations which
cast new light on what had already been decided. He
was decisive but never obstinate: to modify one’s
own opinions and decisions when presented with
new facts in the course of a dialogue is truly a sign of
intelligence, flexibility and respect for one’s inter-
locutors.  

Great was his interest and zeal for the missionary
activity of the Congregation, and his concern in the
face of situations of poverty. That was why he took
an active part in the Conference of Major Superiors
of Men in the United States, of which he was
President from 1969 to 1974, and founded the
Stewardship Services Inc., an organization which
gives financial assistance to religious communities.  I
would also like to remember him as the generous
Pastor of the Apostolic Vicariate of

Mandeville, Jamaica, in the West Indies. With
courage and skill he dealt with highly complex prob-
lems involving personnel and the organization of his
newly created diocese, in a zone of great poverty and,
hence, with notable social tensions. He came to
embody the evangelical icon of Jesus the Good
Shepherd as he faced the needs of the people: “At the
sight of the crowds, his heart was moved with pity for
them, because they were troubled and abandoned,
like sheep without a shepherd” (Mt 9:36).

He was convinced that only thus would the Church,
united to Christ, faithful to the Gospel, open with real-
ism to the situation of today’s world and loved by God,
become a prophetic witness of “hope that does not dis-
appoint...” trusting in the presence and power of the
Holy Spirit which guides and impels us toward the ful-
fillment of God’s promises. In fact, “the love of God
has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit that has been given to us” (cf Rm. 5:5).

Even after he had finished his service as bishop in
the diocese and retired in 2004 to the Passionist com-
munity in Louisville, KY, he didn’t sit on his laurels
but rather dedicated himself to appealing for the
“Food for the Poor” program, through his sacramen-
tal and preaching ministry.

Prior to concluding this brief salute and remem-
brance, I should like to join with all of you in thank-
ing Almighty God for the gift of Bishop Boyle to the
Church and to our Congregation, just as I thank his
parents and relatives. I recall his joyful pride in his
Irish heritage, something he never forgot to laughing-
ly remind others of.

Bishop Norbert Dorsey, CP (PAUL), Bishop Paul Boyle,
Archbishop Samuel Carter, Bishop Edgerton Clarke.

å
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Finally I’m thinking of the illness and suffering
which marked his later years, which must have puri-
fied him of those human weaknesses common to us
all; this was truly a participation in the Passion of
Jesus which he had professed.

We shall remember Bishop Boyle with brotherly
love and esteem and commend him, during the ensu-
ing days, to our prayers and those of the Passionist
religious communities which are required, by # 20 (a)
of our General Regulations, to celebrate a Mass, if
possible in community, in suffrage for his soul. May
God receive him as a good and faithful servant and
may He, Jesus, be his reward. In the Communion of
Saints, Bishop Boyle will continue to be present in
our Congregation, in the diocese of Mandeville and in
the Church.  May he rest in peace in the eternal love
of God, together with Saint Paul of the Cross and all
the greater Passionist Family in Heaven. Amen!

Excepts from the funeral homily preached
by Fr. Columkille Regan, C.P. (PAUL)

Paul’s motto on his episcopal coat of arms was
“His Cross is our hope”. From his ordination to his
dying day the Passion and death of Jesus was his

hope, his inspiration. The mystery of the Cross was
his support in the remarkable journey to his
Calvary...

Paul had a knack of responding quickly and effec-
tively to problems. Just as he moved to help bank-
rupted communities, he also recognized the need that
Sisters’ communities had for legal advice after
Vatican II. The Council had ordered all communities
to update and modernize their constitutions. To serve
this need he put together a group of canonists to help
hundreds of Sister communities. I had the privilege
of being part of this group as we traveled from coast
to coast lecturing to groups or sitting in as advisors at
their Chapters...

In 1974 our saintly General Superior, Theodore
Foley, died. A year and a half later a special Chapter
was convoked in Rome and Paul was elected our
Superior General. As such, he became a world travel-
er visiting Passionists in Europe, Africa, Asia, South
and Central America as well as our country. It sounds
romantic, but it was dangerous and for Paul costly.
He contracted malaria in Brazil, and in New Guinea
he lost the medicine that kept his glaucoma under
control. Consequently he lost one of his eyes. 

At a time when provinces were experiencing
diminishment, he proceeded boldly to establish a new

Episcopal Ordination, Jamaica, West Indies, July 9, 1991
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foundation in India. In 1991 Holy Cross Province
assumed the care of this venture. The Provincial, Fr.
Don Weber, is there as we talk, visiting the India
community. 

Paul loved living in Rome, and he was highly
respected. The Union of Superiors General elected
him as their representative at every Synod of
Bishops. He was also a member of the Congregation
of Consecrated Life at the Vatican. That in a nutshell
was his life for 12 years in Rome. Then his term of
office ended. 

What does a person do when exciting experiences
come to an end? What does a man do who has been a
leader in church law, in religious life, in the financial
world? How does he get back to the farm? If you are
Paul Boyle, you go to Berkeley, California for a the-
ological update, go to Mayo Clinic for a checkup and
be surprised as they operate to remove a cancerous
prostate. Then you decide to go to Puerto Rico and
work quietly in a Passionist parish. 

Three years later in1991, he was plucked out of
this hidden life, and ordained a bishop in our mission
in Mandeville, Jamaica, West Indies. Our province
had assumed the care of this mission territory in
1955, now, 36 years later we had a bishop. But the
bishop had his work cut out. The mission had only
three Priests, one Deacon, one Brother and 12
Sisters. 

But he turned it all around in six years. So, in 1998
the Holy See recognized the extraordinary work
he had achieved in those few years. The mission
territory was created as a diocese. Paul became the
first bishop. And now there were 29 Priests, 10
Deacons, 11 Brothers, 40 Sisters, 4 seminarians, 13
lay missioners. 

You can only imagine the mighty effort that popu-
lated the diocese with spiritual leadership. The
demands were great. Every priest needed a car, a rec-
tory, a subsidy. Money was a constant worry. But rec-
tories were built, cars were purchased, orphanages
were opened, senior citizen facilities provided, high
schools were opened. And, with the leadership of
Sister Una, a Passionist Sister, an accredited college
came into being to prepare qualified teachers for a
needy, poverty stricken population. “His Cross is
our hope”. 

The Gospel reading that was proclaimed today is
the mantra of Bishop Paul: “When did I see you hun-
gry, thirsty and naked, in need of food, clothing and
housing?” Paul was indefatigable. But it wasn’t all
Paul. Paul was a man of prayer. All through his life,
he rose early and spent at least an hour in conversa-
tion with his Lord. He was where he belonged. He
was at home with the poor, the neglected and the
handicapped.

Given an opportunity to move to a more affluent
and easier diocese, he opted to remain in Jamaica. He
truly believed the Lord would help him in this min-
istry. “His cross is our hope”… When the bishop
retired three and half years ago he decided to live
with his brother Passionists in Louisville, Kentucky
(USA). He also decided to be a full time preacher for
Food for the Poor, the wonderful organization that
helped him as Bishop of Mandeville. He became a
tireless preacher for the poor in the Caribbean world.
Week after week, up until just 7-8 weeks ago, he went
all over the country preaching, convinced as “long as
you did it to one of these least ones, you did it to me.”
Now his voice is silent. 

What was Paul’s finest time? Teacher? Preacher?
Canonist? Helping religious communities?
Provincial? General? Oh, they were all great times,
challenging, successful. But for me, being Bishop of
Mandeville was Paul’s greatest time. He grew in
that poor land. He was humble, holy, compassionate
and patient. As this humble man lay dying in his
hospital bed last week, unable to speak, it is not
hard for us to hear the words of St. Paul’s prayer: “I
am being poured out like a libation, and the time of
my departure is at hand. I have competed well, I
have finished the race, I have kept the faith, From
now on the crown of righteousness awaits me, which
the Lord, the just judge will award to me on that
day, and not only to me, but to all who have longed
for his appearance” (2 Tim 4: 6-8).  “Eye has not
seen, ear has not heard, [nor has it] entered the
human heart, what God has prepared for those who
love him” (1 Cor.2: 9).Pope Benedict XVI and Bishop Boyle l



March 2008 - PIB n. 16

THE CURIA INFORMS

8

On 18 February, in the Consistory
Hall of the Vatican, the Holy
Father, Pope Benedict XVI met

with the members of the Council for
Relations between the Congregation for
Institutes of Consecrated Life and
Societies of Apostolic Life and the
Executive Committee of the
International Union of Superiors
General, among whom was our Superior
General, Fr. Ottaviano D’Egidio. Also
present were Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone,
Secretary of State, Cardinal Franc Rodé
and Bishop Gianfranco Gardin, respec-
tively the Prefect and Secretary of the
Dicastery of consecrated life.

In his address the Holy Father reflect-
ed on “some particularly relevant and
important aspects of consecrated life”. “We are all
aware how, in modern globalized society, it is becom-
ing ever more difficult to announce and bear witness
to the Gospel”, said the Pope. “The process of secu-
larization which is advancing in contemporary cul-
ture does not, unfortunately, spare even religious
communities. 

“Nonetheless”, he added, “we must not be dis-
couraged, because if (as has been said) many clouds
are gathering on the horizon of religious life today,
there also exist (indeed they are constantly growing)
signs of a providential reawakening which gives rise
to consolation and hope.” 

“The Holy Spirit blows powerfully throughout the
Church, creating a new commitment to faithfulness,

both in the historical institutes and, at the same time,
in new forms of religious consecration that reflect the
needs of the times. ... What characterizes these new
forms of consecrated life is a shared desire ... for a
radical form of evangelical poverty, for faithful love
of the Church, and for generous dedication to the
needy with particular attention to that spiritual pover-
ty which so markedly characterizes the modern age”. 

The Pope subsequently went on to refer to “the
orders and congregations with a long tradition in the
Church”, noting how they have suffered a “difficult
crisis due to the ageing of members, a more or less
accentuated decline in vocations and, sometimes, a
spiritual and charismatic ‘weariness’”. 

Although describing this crisis as “worrying”,
Benedict XVI highlighted certain posi-
tive signs, “especially when communi-
ties have chosen to return to the origins
and live in a way more in keeping with
the spirit of the founder. In almost all
recent general chapters of religious insti-
tutes the recurring theme has been pre-
cisely that of rediscovering the original
charism, to then incarnate it and renew it
in the present”. 

Such rediscovery “has helped
give institutes a promising new ascetic,
apostolic and missionary impulse”, said
the Pope and he concluded: “It is along
this road that we must continue, praying
to the Lord to bring to full fruition the
work He began”.

MEETING OF POPE BENEDICT XVI
WITH MEMBERS OF THE INTERNATIONAL

UNION OF SUPERIORS GENERAL

l

Pope Benedict XVI meets with Major Superiors at the Vatican

Pope Benedict XVI and Fr. Ottaviano D’Egidio, Superior General
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The Resurrection.
Pencil and crayon drawing

by Tito Amodei, C.P.

TO MY DEAR BROTHERS
IN THE CONGREGATION AND TO

ALL OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS
OF THE PASSIONIST FAMILY

We’ve had a veritable rainbow of liturgical
feasts from Christmas last to a very early
Easter at the start of spring. In this narrow

time-frame we’ve been better than ever able to appre-
ciate the relationship between the Incarnation event
(the birth of Jesus) and his life’s conclusion as he
offers himself on the Cross. This conclusion was
Jesus’ supreme act of love toward his Father and for
us. 

This final salvation event of our Lord’s life on
earth, his death on the Cross and burial  in a tomb, far
from being a definitive conclusion, represents an end
and a new beginning. In Jesus are stitched together
the Old and the New Testament: his life, his death
and the new life; his crucifixion and death and his

EEaasstteerr ggrreeeettiinnggss..  ooff tthhee SSuuppeerriioorr GGeenneerraall ,,  FFrr..  OOttttaavviiaannoo DD’’EEggiiddiioo,,  22000088

now being the Resurrected Crucified One: “You seek
Jesus of Nazareth, the crucified.” (Mk 16:6)
Salvation history with the Pasch becomes the history
of love within the very life of the holy Trinity. The
Incarnation of Jesus is born of the desire for love and
salvation within the Trinity and the work of the holy
Spirit, as the angel reassured Mary at the
Annunciation, “The holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.
Therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the
Son of God.” (Lk 1:35) With her response, “Behold,
I am the handmaid of the Lord, may it be done to me
according to your word,” begins the gestation of the
Son of God within the most pure womb of Mary who,
thanks to her, will become the Son of Man. å
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One therefore understands the devotion and love
which St. Paul of the Cross had for the Child Jesus
asleep on the Cross. The Passion of Jesus begins in
Mary his mother’s  womb when, in the act of concep-
tion, even though ever remaining the Son of God he
assumes our human nature and pain. Christmas and
Easter are thirty three years apart, yet they are close
together in the Mystery: He “will be called holy, the
Son of God” says the angel at the Annunciation; the
centurion will beat his breast together with the people
under the cross on seeing what had happened, and
will confess, “This man was innocent beyond
doubt.” (Lk 23:47)

Jesus wants his disciples to understand what is
about to happen during the last week of his Passion
and the Pasch, since they must later pass this on to the
Church and to us. In the intimacy of the cenacle he
will be “the
Master” and he’ll
open their hearts:
“I have eagerly
desired to eat this
Passover with you
before I suffer.”
(Lk 22:15) The old
rite of the people of
Israel’s Passover
on the eve of their
liberation from
slavery in Egypt
when, standing,
they ate the roasted
lamb with bitter
herbs, from a ritual
memorial will give
way to reality with
Jesus’ immolation on the Cross. Priest and victim, the
immaculate Lamb who offers himself to his Father,
will become food and drink at the Last Supper
Eucharist, and this is a Mystery which the Church
sustains and re-lives as a memorial and which is so
proper to our Passionist vocation.

Let us quietly contemplate this wonder: a new life
is born on Mount Calvary just as the old world with
its sin die away. Death and life coincide and life is
born from death itself; here’s the  grain of wheat
mentioned by Jesus in the Gospel which, dying, pro-
duces much fruit. This is the Resurrection! The stone
covering the entrance to the tomb has been moved.,
the tomb is empty and glowing with message of life.

I want to invite you to share in the light of the
Paschal Mystery, to live the experience of our
Congregation and our ongoing process of restructur-

ing with the prospect of a renewed vitality. Some
parts of us and of our Provinces, Vice-Provinces and
Vicariates will die, but this will be the dawn of a new
day. We have to believe in ourselves. Easter invites us
to a spirit of hope in the certainty of the Resurrection:
“The Lord has truly been raised and has appeared to
Simon!” (Lk 24:34)

I wish you all a HAPPY EASTER, even as I
encourage you to have faith in those very same words
which the resurrected Jesus spoke as he appeared to
his gathered disciples, “Peace be with you. Why are
you troubled? Why do questions arise in your hearts?
Look at my hands and my feet...” (Lk 24:36-39) Jesus
shows himself to them and bids them look at him, at
the wounds of the nails in his hands and feet, and this
is an invitation to a typically Passionist contempla-
tion which applies also to us.

E A S T E R
GREETINGS to
all my fellow
Religious of the
Congregation, and
most especially to
our sick and infirm,
those advanced in
years and those
who for one or
another reason are
going through
moments of suffer-
ing; fond greetings
to my General
Consultors and
those who collabo-
rate in various
ways in the general

government; greetings to our Passionist Bishops, the
Passionist Nuns and the many Sisters of the various
Congregations which find their inspiration in, and
share with us, the same charism of the Passion.
Greetings also to the Religious and Lay members of
our Passionist Family and all those who, through
their valuable work collaborate in the life of our com-
munities. Finally, yet perhaps foremost in my heart,
greetings to those young people of our Passionist
realities, be these Congregations, dioceses or fami-
lies: I pray for their maturing and capacity to make
the wisest judgments for their future lives: may they
turn their gaze toward the Crucified One, that they
may better understand the power of that love which
he bestows upon us.

PEACE TO ALL! May the joy of the Resurrected
Christ be in our hearts! l
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Brief History of the Passionist JPIC

The General Chapter of the Congregation which
was held in Brazil in September 2000, recommended
to work in favour of Justice, Peace and the Integrity
of Creation (JPIC) and also registered the
Congregation at the UN as an NGO (Non govern-
mental observer). This is the origin of the
Association. 

The care of the sector which regards the JPIC was
entrusted to Father Jefferies Foale, who was General
Consulter at that time, and to a Commission of
Solidarity.  In September 2001, Father Ottaviano
D’Egidio, Superior General of the Congregation,
together with the General Council,
appointed Father Kevin Dance repre-
sentative of the Congregation at the
UN in New York.

“Passionist International” (P.I.) is
fundamentally a Corporation, the
objective of which is to promote, on
an international level, the thought and
the spirit of the Passionist Family.

The “Passionist Family” is formed
by several religious Congregations of
men and women and by lay
Organizations according to the Roman
Catholic tradition. “Passion for Life”
which characterized the spirit and
vision of Saint Paul of the Cross is the
unifying force of the Passionist
Family.  Showing that the love of God
embraces all peoples, especially the victims of pover-
ty and injustice, the Organization is called to promote
hope, reconciliation and justice for all.

This organization was established to promote, in
a far reaching way, the work of the Passionist Family
especially at the United Nations and therefore, it is
an association which does not have a lucrative pur-
pose.

Passionists International is committed to and
works in many sectors related to the life of solidarity
toward humanity, toward creation and in some fields
by promoting dignity and harmony among all peo-
ples: reconciliation and justice, the promotion of
women and assistance for the development of indige-
nous peoples. Continually, it works in order to try to
overcome poverty and distress.  It renders service to
persons affected by AIDS and HIV and the safe-

guarding of nature, education, health care and spiritu-
al growth. 

All these are areas in which Passionists
International is currently working; but there could
also be others if the need arises.

Passionists International can be found on all con-
tinents and in 54 nations.

The Solidarity Network

Recently we have begun to develop a JPIC net-
work with a representative from each Province, Vice-
Province and Vicariate.  It is already present in almost

all the entities.  An effort is being made
to also include the laity and women
religious.  The following material has
already been sent to all of those who
are responsible for the same in each
entity as well as to their collaborators: 

“This first communication is to con-
firm if the mailing addresses are correct
and to receive information concerning
the religious and the laity that work in
this wide field of Justice, Peace and
Integrity of Creation in their Province.

The list of the JPIC delegates exists
on 4 levels:

1. The Level of Information: to
report on activities taking place in the
Congregation and in their Province.

2. The Level of Formation: to ini-
tiate a process of on-going personal and community
formation regarding JPIC issues by educating our-
selves and our collaborators in ministry.

3. The Level of Animation: to motivate, to assist
and to encourage those that are working in this field.

4. The Level of Action: to program and to realize
common projects.

Results from the SURVEY regarding JPIC
which was recently conducted among the
Major Superiors of the Congregation

(Toward the end of last year, 2007, Fr. Jesús
María Aristín sent a questionnaire to all the Major
Superiors of the Congregation to solicit information
from them regarding this area of ministry of the

REPORT OF FR. JESÚS MARÍA ARISTÍN
SSeeccrreettaarryy GGeenneerraall  ffoorr SSoolliiddaarrii ttyy aanndd tthhee MMiissssiioonnss

“Justice, Peace and the
Integrity of Creation”.

å
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Congregation.  What follows is a summary of the
responses).

Responses
Twenty-seven Major Superiors responded

(65.85% of those queried), i.e., 2/3, which assures the
validity of the survey. It should be emphasized that
the majority of the Provinces responded (72%), while
at this point in time, the Vicariates were more lethar-
gic—only 41% responded. We also wish to thank and
acknowledge the Vice-provinces which responded at
100%. Curiously, the least degree of interest was
shown by the areas which have the greatest need of
human development and social progress. It is quite
possible that these areas will also be those that will
most depend on the future activities of  JPIC . It
should be noted that the survey was sent up to three
times to those areas that had not replied.

JPIC activity is underway
A third of those queried (exactly 33.33%) stated

that their province or vicariate has a JPIC program
underway in the jurisdiction. This means that the
majority (2/3) still does not value this concept suffi-
ciently, and that means that we still have a long way
to go to realize the proposal of the last General
Chapter—that the Provinces must have a JPIC pro-
gram established within its entity.

As a sign of the programming activity that the
Provinces have undertaken, it is noted that about a
third of the Provinces have incorporated JPIC into
their initial formation stages, as well as in their con-
tinuing education programs (37%). However, few
respondents (29%) have JPIC materials available.

Reasons for Hope
However, we are happy to note, and quite hopeful

in stating  that the greater majority (89%) would like
to acquire JPIC materials, and the majority (82%)
would like to have a workshop or course on JPIC in
their jurisdiction.

In summary, we can draw the following conclusions:
1. We have a long way to go (2/3 are not engaged

in the topic).
2. However, the majority would like to undertake

programs in JPIC.
3. We are being asked for JPIC materials, and

support for local formation on these topics.
4. Most importantly, we already have a network

of about 50 persons who are working in JPIC.
We are also convinced that this network will
grow.  Furthermore, it appears that some coun-
tries are already starting to collaborate on a
national network.

The International Commission for
Solidarity

The new International Commission for Solidarity
met for the first time, in this our new phase, the 8
October 2007.

We met on Monte Argentario, thus seeking a
return to our origins and to drink at the wellspring of
our spirituality. The mission and task of the
Commission is to educate and sensitize our
Passionist men and women religious on matters of
Justice, Peace and Ecology. JPIC (Justice, Peace and
the Integrity of Creation) is seeking to become a re-
foundation of our charism and a new manner of liv-
ing our spirituality.

The Commission members are: Fr. Jesús María
Aristín, Secretary for Solidarity and Mission and the
person responsible for the Commission; Fr. José
Ramón Sánchez, the English language representa-
tive, and Fr. Andrea Brollo, the Italian language rep-
resentative.

We drew up a work plan for the next couple of
years:

• Create a WORK AND COMMUNICATIONS
NETWORK with all our communities.

The first issue of the “Passionist Solidarity and Mission News”
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• Create a JPIC website which can be a place of
encounter where we can exchange experiences and
reflections and have fraternal communications.

• Empower and develop our Passionist
International NGO at the United Nations.

• Share and publish JPIC material.
• Offer courses, workshops and/or conferences

on JPIC.
• Assist our missionaries.

Passionists International

We Passionists have our own NGO on a world
level, known as “Passionists International”. It aims at
being a voice for the voiceless and seeks to defend
human rights, justice and peace. We have our repre-
sentative at the UN (United Nations), Fr. Kevin Dance.

We members of Passionist International, Fr. Jesús
María Aristín, Sister Bernadette Hughes, Fr. Kevin
Dance, Bishop William Kenny, Fr. Jefferies Foale,
Mr. Tim O’Brien and Sister Joanne Fahey, met in
New York from 3rd to 5th December last, at our
Immaculate Conception community. We meet twice a

year or more often if necessary, and we do our best to
keep in contact with one another.

The principal objective of this last meeting was to
draw up a plan of action for the next 5 years. We
established the principal criteria for action:

• Begin with the lowest echelons, going from
bottom up, and then return once again to the
bottom.

• Solidarity is a new way of living our charism
and carrying out our mission.

• We should try not to stay at the level of words
only: we must have action steps.

• We should involve those who are already enga-
ged in the work.

• We must develop awareness among our men
and women religious about the topics of
Justice, Peace and the Ecology, and enter into a
process of continuing education.

We renewed the Board of Directors and shared in
the work being carried out by our representative at
the UN, Kevin Dance. And this is the road we’re on,
as we seek to be ever more sensitive to the needs of
our brothers and sisters.

Meeting of “Passionists International” (L-R) Fr. Jesús Ma. Aristín, Fr. Denis Travers, CP; Sr. Bernadette Hughes, CP; Fr. Jefferies
Foale, CP (SPIR); Mr. Tim O’Brien; Fr. Kevin Dance, CP (SPIR), Bishop William Kenny, CP and Sister Joanne Fahey, CP.

l
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Without warning, violence erupted from the
stable democracy of Kenya. A sudden
wave of financial instability, issuing from

the greed of US financial institutions, is washing
round the world. The collective punishment of the
Palestinian people in Gaza threatens peace in the
Middle East. Passionists are present in each of these
places. Change, turbulence, uncertainty are the shape
of life today. How do we bring the hope and healing
of our Passionist charism to the pain and division of
our world? In a globalised world, rugged individual-
ism is finished! We either learn to walk together, to
work together or we perish together. We are joined at
the hip! 

At Passionists International, by speaking the word
of the Cross into the policy discussions at the UN, we

REPORT OF FR. KEVIN DANCE, C.P.
PPaassssiioonniissttss IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  NNoonn--ggoovveerrnnmmeennttaall

RReepprreesseennttaattiivvee aatt tthhee UUnniitteedd NNaattiioonnss

“All of you [people of faith] can help inspire millions of people around the world to become
stewards of our planet. You can guide them towards healthier, more sustainable lifestyles. You
can encourage them to conserve more, and to want less. And you can reinforce the belief, fun-
damental to all religions, that we have a sacred obligation to leave the world a better place
for those who will follow”.  

UUNN SSeeccrreettaarryy GGeenneerraall  BBaann KKii--mmoooonn

aim to be the other arm that complements your efforts
‘back home’ to share the transforming power of
the Memoria Passionis through your daily love and
service. 

I hope our different ministries – local and global –
can inform and strengthen each other in radiating
Christ’s love to a complex, troubled and pain-filled
world.  

Here are some things we’ve been doing.  The UN
recently held ‘High Level Dialogues’ on: Climate
Change and Our Response; Inter-faith and
Intercultural Understanding and Cooperation for
Tolerance and Peace. The third was on Financing for
Development – to see if countries are keeping their
promises to find the money to support the massive
levels of development needed all over the world.

These topics echo Kofi
Annan’s words: “There
can be no security with
development; there can be
no development without
security; and there will be
neither development nor
security without respect
for the human rights of
all”. 

Six members of PI,
including Fr. Steve Dunn
from Canada who has
taught ecology and theolo-
gy, attended the Annual
DPI/NGO Conference
with the theme of Climate
Change in early
September 2007.  On the
13th September, the
Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples was
adopted overwhelmingly

Fr. Kevin Dance, CP (third from left), Sr. Mary Ann Strain, CP (second from right) and
participants in Calvary-UN Program.
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by the UN General Assembly. This concluded 24
years of painful, often bitter negotiation between
governments and indigenous peoples. Passionists
International was actively involved in advocating for
this. 

I am on the Executive of 2 NGO Committees:
Indigenous Issues and Financing for Development. I
was in the group planning the Civil Society Forum
preparing for the 2008 Commission for Social
Development with the theme: “Full Employment and
Decent Work for All”. Passionists International con-
tributed to a declaration expressing our concerns
about the poor and unemployment that was read to
the governments at the opening of the Commission. I
moderated a meeting at the Civil Society Forum on
the eve of the Commission to finalise our statement.
It stressed that people, not profit must be at the cen-
tre of development and the most marginalized must
be actively consulted in government planning and
policies. You can read this on the website.   

Sr. Mary Ann Strain CP now works part time with
PI. She follows issues that affect women and is very
active in the Working Group on Girls. These issues,
while they are important for all of us, have particular
significance for the Passionist Sisters in their min-
istry round the world. I see such partnerships within
the Passionist Family as very precious.  

I continue to work on issues as diverse as recon-
ciliation (Israel/Palestine working Group) Poverty
and decent work for all (Social Development),
Indigenous issues, Financing for Development and
Human Rights, Migration. When we met with Louise
Arbour, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights,
she begged us NGOs to stay involved and to support
and challenge governments as the new Human Rights

Council takes shape.  Her message was: ‘Without
your involvement I fear for its future’.  

Our NGO Committee on HIV/AIDS met Sally
Smith, UNAIDS liaison person with Faith Based
Groups. This helps us to know how we can have
input into the AIDS debate. A review meeting in June
2008 will measure governments’ progress in meeting
their commitments.

We will share information about how you can con-
nect with the big issues being considered at the UN in
2008 – Climate Change, HIV/AIDS review, the
Decent Work agenda, the Review Conference on
Financing for Development. I hope that what I offer

to these processes will be informed
and enriched by your knowledge,
faith and experience. 

United in our Passion for Life. 
Kevin Dance, C.P.

Please note that the web address
for Passionists International has
changed. It is now www.passion-
istsinternational.org. It replaces the
previous address of passionist-
world. org. 

We welcome any contact with
you. Please bring us into you
world.Fr. Kevin Dance, Passionist NGO at the UN

Fr. Kevin participates on an UN-NGO committee

l



March 2008 - PIB n. 16

THE CURIA INFORMS

16

Celebration of the Feast of St. Charles Houben (of
Mt. Argus)

Fathers Giovanni Zubiani, CP (Postulator
General) and Luigi Vaninetti, CP (General Consultor)
traveled to the village of Munstergeleen in the
Netherlands to attend the celebrations held there on
occasion of the feast of Saint Charles Houben,
January 5, 2008.

The house where St. Charles was born has been
turned into a shrine, a place of prayer which attracts
many devout pilgrims.

On January 4th 2008, an enormous likeness of
the saint, painted on the side of the air-conditioning
car of a new railway train, was duly blessed, and on
the 5th, the saint’s feast day, there was a solemn
concelebration of the Eucharist presided over by the
Papal Nuncio to the Netherlands, Bishop François

UPDATES FROM THE OFFICE
OF THE POSTULATOR GENERAL

Bacqué, followed by a procession through the vil-
lage streets, ending at the saint’s original home.
Some 700 people took part in this liturgical and
faith-filled event.

Declaration of “Venerable” for three “Servants of
God”

During the next several months the Holy Father,
Benedict XVI, is expected to declare “Venerable”
three “Servants of God”:  the Passionist, Fr.
Francisco Gondra (“of the Passion” – in Basque –
Aita Patxi) (CORI); Mother Gemma Eufemia
Giannini, Foundress of the Congregation of the
Sisters of St. Gemma and confidant of St. Gemma
Galgani, initially a Passionist Nun of Lucca; and Sr.
Tarsilla Osti, a nursing Sister of the Missionaries of
the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary (this is an

The blessing of the train car “St. Charles Houben”.
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Institute that has been associated with the Passionists
since the time of Fr. Carmelo Naselli.)  
Bringing these Causes to completion is along process
and therefore, it is only right that acknowledgement
be given to those who have preceded the current
Postulator:  Fr. Carlos Lizarraga; and the previous
Vice-Postulators, some of whom have already gone
to the Lord. Among these are Fr. Carmelo Naselli, Fr.
Gioacchino De Sanctis, Fr. Sabin Barruetabeña, Fr.
Lucio Apraiz, Fr. J. I. Lopategui, Fr. J. B. Santamaria,
Fr. J. J. Ramon Zubizarreta, Fr. Gregorio Arríen, Fr.
Max Anselmi, Fr. Tito Paolo Zecca, the Mother
General, Antonia Grosso together with the Sisters of
St. Gemma, Fr. Fabiano Giorgini and Bishop
Piergiorgio Nesti, CP.  In part it is thanks to them that
these individuals have reached this phase in the can-
onization process, whose heroic virtue the Church is
prepared to recognize.  Following are two brief biog-
raphies:

The Servant of God 
Fr. FRANCISCO of the
Passion, C.P. (Vittoriano
Gondra)

Francisco of the Passion,
C.P. (in secular life
Vittoriano Gondra), the
Servvant of God, was born
on 5 March 1910 in the
small village of Libano de
Arrieta (Vizcaya-Spain).
As a young boy he sensed
the call to religious life fol-
lowing in the footsteps of
his brother who had already
entered the Congregation of the Passion.

At the young age of 12 he was accepted in the
apostolic school of Gabiria (Guipozcoa) where many
young boys of the Basque region of Spain were
preparing to become missionaries in the
Congregation of St. Paul of the Cross.  The entered
the novitiate in 1926 and in 1927 he professed First
Vows.  He was ordained to the priesthood in 1935.
During the Spanish Civil War he was a military chap-
lain and later a prisoner. Fr. Franciso (Aita Patxi, as
he is known in the Basque language) gave the sol-
diers to whom he ministered an enduring model of
self-denial and charity.  

After the war he returned to community where he
held various offices in area of formation.  Later he
dedicated himself full time to the care of the sick and
the elderly. He died of leukemia in Basurto
(Bilbao) on 6 August 1974 at the age of 64.  The

process for his canonization was begun in 1989-
1990. (Link in Spanish and Basque:
www.aitapatxi.com)

The Servant
of God 
Mother
GEMMA
G I A N N I N I
(Eufemia)

The Servant
of God, Mother
G e m m a
Giannini, was
the Foundress
of the
M i s s i o n a r y
Sisters of St.
Gemma.  She
was born in
Lucca on 27
October 1884.
She was fifteen
years old when,
in 1899, the
orphan Gemma
Galgani, was
received by her
f a m i l y .
Eufemia was impressed by Gemma’s gentle and
kindly character and she was fascinated by her spiri-
tuality.  She understood Gemma, loved her as a sister
and was so close to her that she could assist her dur-
ing her numerous ecstasies which she reported in
great detail.

In 1906 Eufemia entered the monastery of the
Passionist nuns in Lucca taking the name of Sister
Gemma. Due to health reasons she left the monastery
in 1938, however she continued to consider the pos-
sibility of founding a religious institute that would be
dedicated to living out the spiritual insights of St.
Gemma through care of those who were in need.
With two other companions, she began the Institute
of the Missionary Sisters of St. Gemma on June 8,
1939 at Villa Guerra (Camigliano, Lucca), because
“it seemed to her that the Lord would want the places
sanctified by St. Gemma to be in the care of persons
living according to her spirit.”

In 1960 she began to experience long-term paral-
ysis that would transform her into a living icon of
Jesus Crucified.  She died suddenly on 26 August
1971.  In 1990 the canonical process for her canon-
ization was officially begun.

The Servant of God
Mother Gemma Giannini

The Servant of God
Francisco Gonda (Aita Patxi)

l
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This year we mark 50 years of Passionist pres-
ence in the Philippines and it is a privilege and
a gift from God for me to be able to celebrate

this Golden Jubilee with you and with the dear peo-
ple of the Philippines among whom you minister.
The history of the Province that shares the same title
with that of the Congregation – of the Passion of
Christ – is the result of years of work, including that
of a martyr, Fr. Carl Schmitz.  It began in February
1958 with the arrival of the first missionaries from
the Province of St. Paul of the Cross (USA)…

We thank God for the all the good that has been
accomplished with his help, all the work, the suffer-
ing mixed with enthusiasm, the positive results and
also the defeats and infidelities that are part of our
human history.  And for this we ask the Lord’s for-
giveness.  However, without a doubt, it has also been
a time of grace for the Congregation and for the peo-
ple to whom we have ministered.

The beginnings of our presence in the
Philippines were not easy.  There were many difficul-
ties that eventually led to the founding of the
Province of the Passion of Christ.

Pain due to the expulsion from China and the
desire to continue to work in neighboring areas

The expulsion of the Passionists from
Communist China was a cause of great suffering for
the missionaries who had worked there and who
were now deprived of a context in the East in which
to proclaim Jesus as Savior.  The PAUL Province
had the advantage of having outstanding religious
who were generous and who, in various degrees,
had extensive missionary experience in the East.
The Province was searching for an area for ministry
near China from which these missionaries had been
banished.

The invitation of the Apostolic Nuncio
In December 1956, the Superior General, Fr.

Malcolm La Velle, returning from a visit to the
Passionists in Australia and Japan, stopped in Manila
and the Apostolic Nuncio, Bishop Egidio Vagnozzi,
invited him to accept a mission in the Prelature of
Cotabato in the southern region of the Philippines.
The Prelature was entrusted to the Oblates of Mary
Immaculate, but they did not have sufficient person-
nel to address the needs of this vast geographic area.

The General spoke with the Provincial of the
Province of St. Paul of the Cross (PAUL), Fr. Ernest
Welch who, together with his Council, accepted the
assignment of the mission in the Philippines.  Fr.
Caspar Caufield, the Secretary General of the
Missions, Fr. Carol Ring and Fr. Anthony Maloney,
delegates of the PAUL Province, visited the area of
the proposed mission between November and

(Editor’s Note:  On February 28, 2008 Fr. Ottaviano D’Egidio, Superior General, together with Fr. Joseph
Jones, Provincial PAUL will join Fr. Edwin Flor, PASS Provincial and the Passionist religious and the mem-
bers of the Passionist Family to celebrate 50 years of the Passionist Presence in the Philippines.  Below are
excerpts from Fr. General’s message to the PASS Province on this occasion).

PPAASSPPAACC
PPaassssiioonniisstt  AAssiiaa PPaacciiffiicc  CCoonnffeerreennccee

50 YEARS OF PASSIONIST
PRESENCES

IN THE PHILIPPINES

Fr. Ernest Welch, PAUL Provincial, 1958
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December 1956 and a mutually agreeable contract
was drawn up between the Passionists and the
Prelature of Cotabato.

Until 1939 the area was largely uninhabited and
there were few Catholics. Beginning in 1946 the gov-
ernment promoted internal emigration to this area to
ease the more highly populated areas of the North
and thus began the development of the area of
Cotabato.  The Oblates of Mary Immaculate, who
had withdrawn from the area during the Japanese
invasion, courageously reassumed their work at the
end of the War in order to address the needs of the
new settlements of the population, the majority of
which were Catholics.

The arrival of the Passionists in the Philippines
In 1958, on the Vigil of the Epiphany in Union

City, New Jersey (USA), nine Passionists were
presented with the mission crucifix at a ceremony
that commissioned the first group of religious to be
assigned to the Philippines.  Of these, six had
already been in China and therefore had mission-
ary experience, including difficulties.  Fr. Quentin
Olwell was named as superior.  For nine years he
had been Vicar Delegate in the apostolic Vicariate
of Yuanling, China.  He would later be the first
Passionist bishop in the Philippines.  At the begin-
ning of February 1958 the first group of religious
arrived in the Philippines and they were placed in
various parishes. On 6 April 1958 the Oblates
handed over south Cotobato with its center in
Marbel to the Passionists who now assumed
responsibility for the entire district. In December
1958 an additional four Passionists arrived from
the Province and in January 1959 two more priests
and a Brother began to evangelize the tribe of

the Bilaans. In December 1959 additional priests
arrived and thus there were 19 priests and one
Brother who dedicated themselves to catechesis
and pastoral ministry.

The process of evangelization
Initially the Passionists were confronted with

many difficulties due to the various language dialects
spoken by the people, the lack of education of the
majority of the youth, the poor travel conditions and

the great poverty of the area.
In fact, almost the entire pop-
ulation earned a living from
agriculture and therefore was
at the mercy of storms, insect
infestations, etc. Despite
insurance and government
assistance the people contin-
ued to suffer from misery.

The missionaries immedi-
ately embraced the Filipinos’
qualities of simplicity, a solid
faith and a sense of social
concern that facilitated the
relationship between the mis-
sionaries and the people
despite the various linguistic
challenges.

In April 1961 the Holy
See declared the region
entrusted to the Passionists as
the Prelature Nullius ofFirst Provincial Visitation, 1959.

Bishop Quentin Olwell, CP: First Profession – Gabriel
Baldostamon; (Joseph Bulas).

å
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tion that was begun by the
Jesuits, and was further
developed by the Oblates and
by the Passionists and which
had borne the fruit of priestly
vocations, groups of laity
who were prepared and ready
to assist the Church, and the
creation of structures that
were necessary for the vitali-
ty of the diocese.  On 8
September, at the age of 75
and in accord with canon
law, Bishop Arliss offered
the Holy Father his resigna-
tion and a diocesan priest
was named to succeed him as
bishop.

The Passionists had com-
pleted their work of estab-

lishing the local Church and they joyfully entrusted it
to those of the Filipino people who God who had
called and consecrated to his service.

The Foundation of the Passionist Congregation
The missionaries were aware that they needed to

not only be concerned about the foundation of the
diocese but also about the establishing of the
Passionist Congregation.  In 1961, in the minor sem-
inary of Lagao, the first Passionist seminarians began
their studies and in 1966 the first group of novices
was received.   

Efforts were intensified to organize a good forma-
tion program and at the same time, a house was
leased in Manila for the students of theology.  In 1973
land was acquired in Quezon City where a theologate
and novitiate were built.  The efforts at vocation pro-
motion and the development of a formation program
yielded great success.

Marbel and Fr. Quentin Olwell was named the first
bishop.  

During this period catechetical and pastoral efforts
were intensified and new churches and schools were
erected to further the cultural development of the
people. In the meantime, the economic situation of
the country improved and the people were able to
offer some financial assistance for these projects.

Vocation promotion
Beginning in 1961 efforts at promoting vocations

to the diocesan priesthood and Passionist religious
life were intensified.  Consequently, a small seminary
was opened in Lagao.

The formation of the laity
In 1966 there efforts were increased to promote lay

leadership because there was a realization that even
with a sufficient number of priests all of the people
could not be reached.  As a result of these efforts at for-
mation of the laity the Catholics in general became
more aware of their responsibility for their faith and
for the need to be involved in parish life.  With this
goal in mind, a Spiritual Center was built in
Calumpang and a Retreat Team was formed in Manila.

A new bishop
At the beginning of the year 1969, the health of

Bishop Quentin began to decline and on 14 April
1969 he resigned his post.  The Holy See named Fr.
Reginald Arliss as bishop.  At that time he was the rec-
tor of the Filipino seminary that had opened in Rome.
In this post he had come to know almost all of the
bishops and many of the priests of the Philippines.

The erection of the diocese
In 1982 the Holy See elevated Marbel to the status

of a diocese in recognition of the pastoral evangeliza- Fr. Carl Schmitz and Fr. Paul Boyle, Superior General, 1985

Bishop
Reginald Arliss, CP,

Fr. Paul Boyle
and students, 1985.
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In 1983 the Vicariate was elevated to a Vice
Province with the title “the Passion of Christ”.  At
that time there was one Passionist bishop, 26 priests,
2 brothers, 8 Filipino theology students and 2
novices.

In 1990 a General Synod of the Congregation was
celebrated in the Vice Province.  It was a memorable
experience for all the participants.

As a sign of appreciation and encouragement from
the entire Congregation, in the year 2000 the 44th
General Chapter elevated the Vice Province to the
status of Province.  The statistics of 31 December
2000 state that at the time there were 26 priests, one
Brother, 6 clerics in perpetual vows and 5 clerics in
temporary vows, in total: 38 religious and 3 clerical
novices.

The Passionist missionaries lovingly dedicated
themselves to the local Church and to gradually hand
over to the diocesan clergy the responsibility for the
parishes and churches  that they had built, choosing
instead to dedicate themselves to the ongoing evan-
gelization of the Bilanns and T’bolis tribes and to
itinerant preaching.

All of us, especially the mother Province of the St.
Paul of the Cross, can joyfully recall the efforts that
were undertaken at that moment in history through
the offering of personnel and finances for the intense
and fruitful, including at times heroic, pastoral min-
istry.  Thus a great service was offered to the Church
in the Philippines that included the possibility of the

planting and the flowering of the Passionist charism
that consequently has made the nation more stable in
the Catholic faith.

We express our profound gratitude to all of the
missionaries and all of those who served in this
splendid country of the Philippines during the past 50
years. They have imbued us with a deep sense of
responsibility for enabling God’s gift of the Catholic
faith to bear fruit and to be shared with courage and
fidelity. We are also entrusted with the task of pre-
serving, in addition to admiring, their sense of
belonging to the Congregation for which they always
labored as Passionists, making great sacrifices which,
especially in the early years, were significant and
which even included martyrdom and the shedding of
blood as in the case of Fr. Carl who opposed the
exploitation of the poor and the forests and thus
shared in the cross of Jesus Christ.

The celebration of 50 years is an occasion of great
joy for all of the Filipino Passionists, be they male or
female religious or laity of the Passionist family as
they consider those whom the Lord has chosen from
their people who are capable of accepting and faith-
fully living out the Passionist vocation.  It is also a
source of joy for the entire Passionist Congregation
that lives and ministers in 58 nations.  Additionally
we are also challenged to renew our dedication to be
witnesses, as were those who preceded us, to the sav-
ing love of God the Father as revealed and communi-
cated in Jesus the Savior.

PASS Congress with Fr. José Orbegozo, 1989

l
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From 28 September to 20 October 2007, at the
initiative of the Province Charism Team, and
under the leadership of Fr. Gary Perritt (SPIR)

a group of 10 Passionist religious of the Holy Spirit
Province (SPIR), Australia, made their way through-
out Italy on pilgrimage to many of the holy places of
the Passionist Congregation.  In a spirit of prayer and
fraternity they re-lived the experience of our holy
Founder St. Paul of the Cross. They also visited
Monte Argentario, the shrine of St. Gemma Galgani
in Lucca and the Shrine of St. Gabriel at the foot of
the Gran Sasso Mountain.

The SPIR Province Pilgrimage, “In The Footsteps
of St. Paul of the Cross” was a gift to the
Congregation, to the
SPIR Province, and to
the individual
Passionist pilgrims –
in many ways it antici-
pated the words of
Pope Benedict XVI
which he addressed to
addressed the
Superiors General of
men and women’s reli-
gious orders, among
them Fr. Ottaviano,
Superior General, on
18 February 2008, for
it helped the pilgrims
to “rediscover their
founding charism, to
incarnate and actualize
this in a renewed way
in the present time… Thus there are centuries-old
works and activities that have been revitalized with
new sap”. The pilgrims returned to SPIR Province
“revitalized with new sap”.

A Reflection by Fr. Denis Travers C.P.
My first reflection is to offer a word of thanks to

the Provincial, Joachim Rego, C.P., and to the
Province for the opportunity to make the pilgrimage
with my brothers over the month of October. The
experience was wonderful; it was refreshing and cer-
tainly valuable to me at the personal level. Also I
think that Fr. Ottaviano – who joined us for 4-5 days
of our pilgrimage experience - really enjoyed his time
with us. He too appreciated the opportunity to revisit
some of the places of significance for us. Indeed our
Pilgrimage experience was a feature of his preaching

“REVITALISED WITH NEW SAP”:
2007 SPIR Province Passionist Pilgrimage

FFrr..  DDeenniiss TTrraavveerrss wwiitthh FFrr..  GGaarryy PPeerrrriitttt ((SSPPIIRR))

to the whole community at Sts. John and Paul on the
Feast of St Paul of the Cross and he spoke of the
value of returning to our origins (our roots) in order
to find the strength to face the new challenges of
today. So I think we are doing something right there!
For me also a special feature of our pilgrimage was
the fact of us doing it as a Province-based group. I
enjoyed the ease with which we all live life and the
humour in which we celebrate it. So it was a mini
experience of being ‘home’ once again. I found we
could share the experience through the same cultural
and experiential ’lens’ and that proved valuable.

Another aspect of the fact that we all came from
the one Province was that we became a “little com-

munity” for the time
that we were together.
Of course everyone
has his own style and
habits so there was
some need for ‘give
and take’; but in fact
that was one of the
good points of the
time. Everyone exer-
cised a great tolerance
for one another and
certainly the group
bonded in a great way.
I think that the experi-
ence was personally
helpful to many of the
men and I hope our
Province can now
draw on their new

experiences to enrich our corporate sharing of the
Charism.

I know we used the word ‘pilgrimage’ in our liter-
ature and in our approach to the experience itself.
What I found was that as the days went on it became
more and more just that – a pilgrimage. However it
was not just one that involved travel, it really became
a time that involved a corresponding inner journey. It
was as if the outward travel from place to place mir-
rored a deeper reality that was taking place within
each man. The further we went the deeper it seemed
that we were being touched. It was also symbolic for
me that several of our masses and prayer times were
in smaller ‘underground’ chapels. It was almost a
sign to us that what was happening at the most signif-
icant level – was that which was taking place deep
within each of us.

Religious of the SPIR Pilgrimage

l



IIBBEERRIIAANN

CC II II
NEWS FROM THE CONFERENCES

23March 2008 - PIB n. 16

CCII II
IIBBEERRIIAANN

During the month of February the religious of FAM Province of Spain sponsored a month-long work-
shop course for its religious under the age of 50 on the topic of Passionist Formation and Spirituality.
The course took place at the Passionist retreat house of Nuestra Señora Del Villar in Corella, Spain.

The various topics and presenters were as follows: “Analysis of the reality of globalization and justice”,
José Luis Segovia; “Evangelization and Pastoral Ministry from the perspective of Religious Life”, Aqulino
Bocos; “History of the Passionist Congregation”, Fr. Fabiano Giorgini, CP; “A Theology of the Passionist
Charism”, Fr. José Luis Quintero, CP; “The Passionist Constitutions”, Fr. José Manuel Pindado, CP;
“Spirituality and Silence”, Angel Moreno de Buenafuente.  Various days were also scheduled for rest, outings
and recreation.

Participants in the CII Workshop

COURSE ON FORMATION
AND SPIRITUALITY

l
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NEW CURIA IN THE DOL-VICT VICARIATE, BRAZIL

The XII Congress of the DOL-VICT Vicariate of Brazil
took place during October 1 - 5, 2007 at the Augustian
retreat house in Mário Campos-MG.  Twenty seven reli-

gious of the province participated. The moderator was Fr.
Norberto Donizetti, CP (CALV).  Among the topics discussed
were: the governance of the Vicariate; formation and vocation
ministry; and finances.  These topics were discussed within the
context of Restructuring.  Consequently, a religious was appoint-
ed as the coordinator of JPIC in the Vicariate, Fr. Roberto
Moreira, as well as a director for the Lay Passionist Movement.
Also Frs. Roberto Luiz Ferreira and Vanderlan Gomes da Paz
were chosen as representatives of the Vicariate to participate in
the young Passionist meetings at the World Youth Day in
Australia.

Finally, the following religious were elected to positions of
leadership in the Vicariate: Fr. Luiz Carlos Meneghetti –
Regional Vicar; Fr. Eraldo Furtado de Oliveira, 1st Consultor; Fr. Alex Antonio Favarato, 2nd Consultor.
Present for the Congress was Fr. Enzo Del Brocco (DOL Provincial).

LLAATTIINN AAMMEERRIICCAA

Fr. Pedro Bacchiocchi, CP, Regional Vicar; Fr. Fiorenzo Bordo,
PRAES Provincial; Fr. Marcos Antonio Souza de Jesus, CP, 1st
Consultor and Fr. Stefano Soresina, CP, 2nd Consultor.

NEW CURIA IN THE VICARIATE
OF BLESSED DOMENIC BARBERI

(PRAES - DOMIN), BRAZIL

The 11th Congress of the PRAES-DOM Vicariate
of Brazil took place on December 17th to the

22nd, 2007 at Salvador de Bahia, Brazil.  The follow-
ing religious were elected to positions of leadership:
Fr. Pedro Bacchiocchi, CP, Regional Vicar; Fr.
Marcos Antonio Souza de Jesus, CP, 1st Consultor
and Fr. Stefano Soresina, CP, 2nd Consultor.

During the last week of September the members of
CLAP (Conference of Passionists of Latin America)

met in Quito, Ecuador and, together with their president,
Sr. Lourdes Margarita Mesa, they planned the activities
that they hope to accomplish during the next trimester
2007-2010.  Among these are:  (1) Adopting the propos-
al of the Assembly that took place in Cajicá, Colombia
for developing the topics of Justice, Peace and the
Integrity of Creation; (2) Strengthening relationships
among the various sectors of the Passionist Family,
aware that the principal task is to coordinate and encour-
age the various committees to carry out their objectives;
(3) Seek a means of communication by means of a bul-
letin that would contain reflections and bibliographies
regarding the topic of JPIC and also share important
events of the Passionist Family; (4) Employ the assis-
tance of the following religious in areas of Theology and
Spirituality: Fr. José Ramón Zubizarreta C.P. and Fr.
Octavio Mondragón, C.P. and also Frs. Jesús María
Aristín C.P. and Tarsicio Gaitán C.P.  Plans are also in
process to develop a Web page for the Conference. The
following regional coordinators were also named: Zone
A: Fr. Miguel Pozuelo; Zone B: Fr. Rafael Sánchez;
Zone C: Sr. Anne Cullinton; and Zona D, Sr. Cleomir
Brito.  The next important event will be the meeting of
Passionist Personnel of Latin America (FORPAL) that
will take place in Cuernavaca, Mexico in July, 2008.

Fr. Eraldo Furtado de Oliveira, 1st Consultor;
Fr. Luiz Carlos Meneghetti – Regional Vicar;
Fr. Enzo Del Brocco (DOL Provincial); Fr. Alex
Antonio Favarato, 2nd Consultor.

MEETING OF THE CLAP
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

l

l

l
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In many ways, this was a historic meeting. There
were twenty-one Passionists who came together
in North Palm Beach, Florida (USA) at Our Lady

of Florida Retreat Center, January 20 to 23, 2008. In
addition to the Provincials and Councils from the
United States, the Provincial from Mexico with a
member of his leadership team came, two Passionists
from the Caribbean Vicariate attended as well, along
with Passionists women religious from Mexico and
the United States. A lay representative of the
Passionist Lay Institute was present for this meeting.
V. Rev. Nicholas Postlethwaite, CP, Provincial of St.
Joseph’s Province (IOS) from England was invited to
speak on the theme of Restructuring, and V. Rev.
Luigi Vaninetti and Clemente Barrón from the
General Council also participated in this gathering.
Fr. Jack Douglas, CP, of St. Paul of the Cross
Province served as secretary. 

The Principal Decree of the General Chapter of
2006 states: “The Chapter decrees that every
Province, Vice-Province and Vicariate develop a
plan for the future of its life and mission.” This
decree definitely influenced the theme and focus of
this meeting. The first speaker was Fr. Nicholas
Postlethwaite, a Provincial who served on the
Restructuring Commission in preparation for the
General Chapter of 2006, and now one of the Seven
Coordinators for Restructuring, whose responsibility
is to resource the Provinces in their respective
Conferences to ensure that planning is taking place.
Fr. Nicholas reminded the participants that
“Restructuring is an invitation in faith as a person
and Institution into the mystery of becoming
human”. Using examples, experiences and images,
Nicholas encouraged the Provinces and Vicariates to
remain faithful to the task and to persevere in this

INTER-COUNCIL MEETING:
USA, MEXICO AND THE CARIBBEAN

Participants in the Inter-Council Meeting (CRUC-PAUL)

å
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enterprise despite the many obstacles and resistanc-
es that Restructuring will inevitably face.

This was followed by reports by each Provincial
and Passionist leader. V. Rev. Joseph Jones of St. Paul
of the Cross (PAUL) Province spoke of the collabo-
rative efforts the Province has made with Christ the
King Province and how there is a reorganization tak-
ing place within the Province. V. Rev. Donald
Webber, of Holy Cross (RUC) Province, spoke about
the Strategic Plan the Province adopted prior to the
last Chapter and reflected on how the Province is
addressing the Ten Priorities that are also found in the
Principle Decree of the General Chapter. V. Rev.
Francisco Valadéz of Christ the King (REG) Province
talked how this Province is a bridge between the
United States and Central and South America. V. Rev.
Lionel Pacheco of Our Lady of Peace (CORI PAC)
Vicariate talked about link they have with Europe as
they serve the people of their Vicariate. 

Frs. Luigi Vaninetti and Clemente Barrón gave a
presentation on Restructuring from the point of view
of Congregational leadership. They described how
this decree was formulated at the General Chapter
and how the General Council began to help the Seven
Regional Coordinators understand their role and
responsibilities. They also gave some information on
some new structures have been created since the
beginning of their term. 

This conversation was greatly enriched by reports
from Sisters Maria Virginia Alfaro and Lourdes
Margarita Mesa from Mexico, Daughters of the
Passion of Jesus and the Sorrowful Mother. These
Passionist Sisters have communities both in the
United States and Mexico, as well as in many other
countries. Sister Teresina Scully of the Sisters of the
Cross and Passion spoke of the collaboration with St.
Paul of the Cross Province, both in the States,
Jamaica, West Indies and with the Congregation as
partners in Passionist International and our presence
in the United Nations. There was also a report by
Mrs. Sara Elena Rios, from Mexico, a member the
Passionist Secular Institute and a member of their
General Council. 

One of the more interesting sessions was entitled:
“What kind of restructuring are we looking for?”
This question invited the participants to integrate
their personal feelings and understandings of
Restructuring with the fact that the entire
Congregation was undergoing the process of
Restructuring. Was this going to be an external exer-
cise, or would this ultimately be accepted as the work
of the Spirit, moving us from old forms and struc-
tures to new ways of being authentic Passionists?
This conversation may have raised more question
than answers, but none the less it provided enough
energy that participants continued to talk about their
understanding of Restructuring during the social hour
and dinner. 

While there were a significant number of English
only and Spanish only participants, the desire to com-
municate overcame the language barriers that could

have easily divided the participants. St. Paul of the
Cross Province provided simultaneous translation for
all of the formal sessions. 

There are some experiences that capture spirit of
an ideal or that brings life to a principle of life or a
norm. We have all had them. When we have recon-
nected with a friend whom we haven’t seen in a long
time, or when we have had to apologize for saying
something insensitive. This was one such moment in
regard to Restructuring. We found ourselves being
stretched, being given opportunities for creating new
relationships or opportunities to redefine those rela-
tionships we already have. Restructuring was not just
a decree voted upon by delegates at a Chapter meet-
ing some fifteen months ago, but a realization that
new boundaries, new relationships, new commit-
ments are indeed possible.

Inter-Council and North American - Caribbean
Regional Meeting:

Place: Our Lady of Florida Spiritual Center
Dates: January 20 - 24th, 2008

Those Attending:
General Council

V. Rev. Luigi Vaninetti, C.P.
V. Rev. Clemente Barron, C.P.

Paul of the Cross Province - USA
V. Rev. Joseph R. Jones, C.P.
V. Rev. James Price, C.P.
V. Rev. Neil Tiedemann, C.P.
Rev. Jack Douglas, C.P.
Rev. Stephen Dunn, C.P.

Holy Cross Province - USA
V. Rev. Donald Webber, C.P.
V. Rev. James Strommer, C.P.
V. Rev. Joseph Moons, C.P.
V. Rev. John Schork, C.P.
V. Rev. Philip Paxton, C.P.

Cristo Rev Province - Mexico
V. Rev. Fancisco Valadez, C.P.
Rev. Jose Antonio Barrientos
(Director of the Institute of St. Francisco Possenti)

Province of St. Joseph - England & Whales
V. Rev. Nicholas Postlethwaite, C.P.

Vicariate of Our Lady of Peace - Puerto Rico &
Dominican Republic

V. Rev. Lionel Pacheco, C.P.
V. Rev. Angel Antonio Perez Rosa, C.P.

Sisters of the Passion and Sorrowful Mother -
North Mexico

Sr. Maria Virginia Alfaro, C.P.
Sr. Lourdes Margarita Mesa, C.P.

Sisters of the Cross and Passion - USA
Sr. Theresina Scully, C.P.

Secular Institute of the Passion
Señora Sara Elena Rios

Guests:
Most Reverend Gerald M. Barbarito
Rev. James O’Shea, C.P.
Rev. Kevin Dance, C.P. l
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In October 2007, because of a complete renovation
of the original CTU (Catholic Theological Union)
building in Chicago (USA) and the construction

of a new five-story academic wing across the street,
both North American Provinces (PAUL and CRUC)
purchased a three-story house almost adjacent to the
original site. The one hundred year-old house reflects
the original architecture of this early twentieth-centu-
ry neighborhood. The modifications for Passionist
community life converted the two upper floors into
twelve rooms with adjacent bath, as well as space for
four offices. The first floor provides a chapel with 30
seats, a welcoming parlor, dining room for 16 persons,
small kitchen and recreation room.

The current local CP community consists of: Frs.
Sebastian MacDonald (Rector - CRUC), Donald
Senior (CRUC), Kenneth O’Malley (CRUC), Robin
Ryan (PAUL), Paul Zilonka (PAUL - Formation
Director), and six students. The (CRUC) students are:
Enno Dango, Alfredo Ocampo and Hugo Esparza.
The (PAUL) students are: Ian Gayle, Mark Maxfield
and Michael Rowe. Both Provinces share financial
responsibility for the local community. Fr. Andrew
Okeyo, CP of Kenya is completing two years of study
at CTU both in the Institute of Religious Formation
and other areas of theology.

Throughout the world, post-Vatican II theological
education for religious seminarians moved out of the
monasteries into theological schools formed from the
shared professorial talents and educational resources
of groups of religious men. Fr. Paul Bechtold, C.P.
(CRUC) was the first President of the newly- estab-
lished Catholic Theological Union in 1969.  Fr.
Donald Senior (CRUC) is currently serving his third
as President of CTU.

NEW RESIDENCE FOR CRUC AND PAUL
THEOLOGY STUDENTS AT CTU

Students and Directors during community liturgy

The new CTU Passionist student residence

Community refectory

Community chapel

l
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with the local Superiors of his
Province and present them with
the Plan, and in turn will receive
their comments and suggestions;
(2) Each Province will hold its
annual Assembly in the month
of February 2008 with a com-
mon theme: “The contribution
of our Province toward the 2008
Synod in accordance with the
guidelines given by the Superior
General on 19 October 2007.”
The Regional Coordinator, Fr.
Leone Masnata, C.P., will be
present at each Assembly, and
act as facilitator for the same.
(3) The Coordinator, assisted by
an ad hoc committee, will condense the six Provincial plans
into a single text, and this will serve as the working document
for the annual CIPI assembly.  (4) The annual CIPI Assembly
will be held from 13 to18 April at the Shrine of St. Gabriel
and will study and then approve the CIPI Strategic Plan to be
presented at the May 2008 meeting in Spain. This will consti-
tute the CIPI contribution to the preparations for the 2008
Synod as requested by the Restructuring Process.

The six Italian Provincials have agreed to maintain a pos-
itive attitude within their respective Provinces and to creative-
ly support the Italian Inter-provincial Conference (CIPI), even
as they consider with which other entities they might wish to
dialogue and collaborate.

The CIPI (Inter-provincial Conference of Italian
Passionists) Executive Council (EC) met at the
Generalate of Saints John and Paul in Rome on the 14

November, 2007. This was attended by the six Provincial
Superiors, the Secretary of CIPI and the Italian General
Consultor, Fr. Luis Alberto Cano. The Italian Provincials dis-
cussed how best to proceed in response to the central
Declaration of the last General Chapter and the Superior
General’s request in his letter presenting the Planning
Guidelines of 19 October, 2007.

In concrete terms the Restructuring Process asks that
“Every Province, Vice-province and Vicariate develop a plan
for the future of its own life and mission” and requests that it
accept the ten priorities drawn-up to illuminate and guide the
formulation of a plan for each entity and to share this with the
plans of the other entities of its region as well as with other
parts of the Congregation.

At the coming meeting between the General Council and
the seven Regional Coordinators which will be held in Spain
in May 2008, each juridical entity is being asked to present its
own plan as well as any plan it will share with another entity.
This in turn will constitute the basis for the next General
Synod to be held in Mexico in September 2008.

The six Italian Provinces have decided to work together in
this process, following a series of steps as listed below.

1. Each Provincial together with his Council will meet

CCIIPPII
IITTAALLYY

MEETING OF CIPI
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

Fr. Luis Alberto Cano,
General Consultor for
CIPI.

Archbishop Giuseppe Mani of the Italian diocese of
Cagliari, on the island of Sardinia, requested a dioce-
san mission to mark the first centenary of the procla-

mation of Our Lady of Bonaria as the principal patroness of
the Island.  The purpose of the mission was to reawaken the
faith of the people within the context of the Church and
today’s society.  Three hundred and seventy five missionaries
participated representing 53 institutes of women religious and
32 institutes of men religious.

Four of the Italian provinces (CORM, PIET, DOL and
LAT) participated with 22 religious and also eleven Passionist
Sisters (among them four were Passionists of St. Paul of the
Cross and four were Sisters of St. Gemma).  We preached in
three parishes and one of the religious preached in one of the
other sectors of the city.  Seven religious were assigned to the
Youth Mission.

The area where our religious preached was characterized

DIOCESAN MISSION PREACHED
BY RELIGIOUS OF FOUR PROVINCES:

CORM, PIET, DOL AND LAT

by material, moral
and spiritual
poverty.  The reli-
gious shared
parish life on all
levels, which cre-
ated a fraternal
atmosphere.  At
the end of the
Mission there was
a common desire
among our reli-
gious to seek other
such opportunities
for inter-provin-
cial collaboration
and to organize
teams that would
be capable of
assuming other specialized ministries.

The coordinator of the Passionist segment
of the Mission was Fr. Fernando Taccone (PIET)

l

Cagliari: Passionist men
and women missionaries.
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is a true crossroads of the nations, an international loca-
tion with universal dimensions. Therefore, we could not
develop our project without taking into account the
attraction that the Marian City would have for so many
Passionists from around the world who every year come
in pilgrimage from various countries on their own or with
groups. Therefore, it seemed important to us that this new
community be a “guest house community” and not like
one of the many hotels or hostels in Lourdes; rather it
would be a place for welcoming the Passionist family
(men and women religious and laity) in a prayerful and
hospitable setting.  It would also accommodate small
groups that would like to make a retreat in keeping with
our spirituality or to be present to those who are experi-
encing particular difficulties in their lives.  If from the
depths of the grotto, the Lord caused a fountain of life to
flow from Mary through a small girl, Bernadette, a foun-
tain to heal human suffering, then as Passionists at
“Relais Nazareth” we wish to witness to this same foun-
tain of life that flows from Jesus Crucified and Risen.
Our house is well designed (four floors) with individual
rooms and private bathrooms, a kitchen and refectory, a
meeting room and a chapel.  It can accommodate approx-

A PASSIONIST PRESENCE AT LOURDES, FRANCE:
“LE RELAIS NAZARETH”

FFrr..  GGuuyy SSiioonnnneeaauu,, CCPP ((MMIICCHH))

As the Church marks the 150th

anniversary of the first apparition
of the Blessed Virgin Mary to St.

Bernadette Soubirous on February 11,
2008, the MICH Province of France
recently established a new Passionist
community at Lourdes, the Marian city.
The Provincial Superior, Fr. Guy
Sionneau, provides the following infor-
mation.

What is origin of this new community?
In September, 2007,  at the request of

Cardinal Ricard of the Archdiocese of
Bordeaux, we withdrew from the Shrine
of Verdelais and that area of the archdio-
cese where we had been since 1990 (the
Passionists have been present in the dio-
cese of Bordeaux since 1853).  The deci-
sion of the Cardinal forced us to rethink
our way of community living in another
setting.  Little by little, after prayer and
reflection, we began to envision what this
community might be like.  We wanted to
undertake a project within the context of the
Restructuring process of the Congregation, i.e. give the
project an international dimension.  Therefore we sought
an “international setting” and a building that could serve
as a guest house.  During all our meetings, we discerned
that the Lord was preparing the way before us, eliminat-
ing the obstacles that we thought were insurmountable.
Slowly it became clear to us that we should establish a
house at Lourdes:  a house to be bought and a bishop who
was favorable to the foundation.  On 19 March 2007, Fr.
Ottaviano D’Egidio, the Superior General, told me that
he and the General Council were very much in favor of
this new foundation which would be placed under the
protection of Our Lady of Lourdes and Saint Joseph, the
protector of the Holy Family of Nazareth.  Thus our new
community was born and we immediately named it:  “Le
Relais Nazareth” (The Nazareth Guest House) which
would be placed under the protection of the Holy Family.

What is the scope of this project?
From the beginning of our planning, we had not con-

sidered this project merely from the perspective of our
“province” but in terms of the “Congregation”.  Lourdes å

The Basilica of Our Lady of Lourdes
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imately twenty persons and the nearby Sanctuary is easi-
ly accessible (a fifteen minute walk).

How is the project progressing?
Currently the community is composed of four reli-

gious from the Province and one layman.  Fr. Jean-
Claude Delion is the Superior. On October 3 we began to
welcome individuals and groups.  Obviously this project
will be challenging for our small Province that at
present numbers only fourteen religious.  It might even
seem that this project might be considered to be some-
what crazy – the folly of the Cross.  We are well aware
that on our own, it would be difficult for us to sustain
such a house on a long-term basis.  Such an enterprise

is beyond our capacities; but it is the Lord who has
guided us in this undertaking, and I believe that it is
His will.

We are steadfast in our hope to proceed with this
endeavor of the Congregation and not only of a Province.
At Lourdes, in this international city, Mary continues to
gather innumerable people:  the humble, the poor, the
sick – and she gives us the courage to dare to establish
this Passionist foundation.  We believe that this can be a
prophetic location for the Restructuring of the
Congregation if there are some Passionists who are
willing to come and share our fraternal life at “Relais
Nazareth”.  We undertake this venture not only to
return to our origins, but also to place ourselves at the

The entrance to the Center

The “Relais Nazareth” at Lourdes

The Chapel

l

disposition of pilgrims from various countries. It is our
hope that it will be here for a long time to come. This type
of Passionist presence is to be understood from diverse
perspectives and according to individual abilities and the
possibilities of the provinces.

The “Relais Nazareth” is opening its doors at the
beginning of the Jubilee Year, the 150th anniversary of the
apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Bernadette.
This is a grace that the Congregation needs to receive in
prayer.  But it is also a grace that demands a response.  It
is up to us to act so that the “Relais Nazareth” quickly
takes on an international dimension.  Let us ask Mary and
Joseph to care for this house as they cared for Jesus.

The location
of the Center.
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SINGLE Province.  We have chosen to work actively in
partnership on this inter-province “reorganising strate-
gy”. If the proposal matures it will simplify our govern-
ment structures, change our geographical boundaries and
require a new mutual inter-dependence.   The model pro-
poses a single Province leadership responsible for five
“regions”/areas/countries where presently each Province
is situated.

Our interest was awakened to this model seeing the
advantages the Redemptorist Congregation gained
using it in north Europe.  We met with some of their
leaders and are encouraged in the model’s potential to
bring fresh energy and life which evidently benefits
both senior and younger Religious.  

We have much work still to do: we meet regularly –
usually in Belgium. We currently are seeking canonical
advice about the constitutional and legal implications to
this proposal. We hope to report more fully at the
September Synod in Mexico.  Presentations about the
proposal have been shared with respective Provinces at

local meetings and Assemblies etc.  Of
course, for the proposal to be ratified we
will need formal agreement at both General
Council and Provincial Chapter levels.
There are many steps still to be taken, but
we are hopeful of the eventual outcome!
Three of our Provinces are preparing for
Chapters over coming months – (SPE;
MICH; PATR). As an expression of inter-

province cooperation other Provincials (and Regional
Coordinator) are invited to attend these Chapters.

Incidentally, there is no difficulty with the respective
decisions of VULN and ASSUM not to participate in the
reorganising partnership at this stage.  The
Redemptorists too allowed for a number of different
inter-province strategic models to emerge in their devel-
opment programme.

All the above focuses mainly on the “Strategy A
Reorganising” approach: I will now briefly share an
example of the alternative “restructuring” strategy:  I
speak here of the IOS strategic plan. 

“Restructuring Strategy B” – a province pro-
gramme:

While fully committed with the four other Provinces
to the “reorganising” partnership described above, IOS
sees no contradiction in also pursuing its own specific
restructuring agenda.  The origins of this date back to the
Extraordinary General Chapter in the late 1960s, in the
wake of the Vatican Council, when the Congregation
was encouraged to search for “new ways” to live and
proclaim the Passion of Jesus, particularly alongside the
vulnerable.

Update on Strategic Planning Initiatives in NECP
FFrr..  NNiicchhoollaass PPoossttlleetthhwwaaiittee,, CCPP ((PPrroovviinncciiaall  SSuuppeerriioorr IIOOSS aanndd NNEECCPP RReeggiioonnaall  CCoooorrddiinnaattoorr))

Introduction:
I think one of the clearest benefits stemming from

Passionist strategic planning has been an increase in
inter-province/regional sharing to help sharpen our
restructuring perspectives.  Recently I enjoyed a few
days with Passionists (men and women) from CRUC;
PAUL; REG; PAC regions discussing their ongoing
strategies. I now welcome opportunity to share some-
thing of our strategic processes in North Europe which
similarly has resulted in greatly increased inter-province
communication between us.  

Strategic Planning – two approaches:
In NECP we have identified at least two possible

approaches to strategic planning.  “Strategy A” has a
“reorganising” focus. “Strategy B” chooses more
“restructuring” perspectives.  How do they compare?

“Reorganising Strategy A” reviews our existing
structures (e.g. provinces/regions etc) to seek to simpli-
fy them so they better serve current needs. An example
of this strategy would be to propose chang-
ing province boundaries: or adjusting
province leadership structures: alternative-
ly it could rearrange financial accountabili-
ty or community membership. Such a strat-
egy essentially reorganises life and work
patterns but always within familiar albeit
simplified structures.  

“Restructuring Strategy B” reaches fur-
ther than “Strategy A”. It accepts a need to analyse and
review Passionist life styles and apostolic objectives.  It
seeks to judge these objectives in light of a faith reading
of the signs of the times. Does the Congregation face
new gospel challenge to its life and vision? 

In NECP each approach has its value: both strategies
can exist side by side: they can complement each other
in evolving inter-province strategies as well as within
individual province approaches.  

With the rest of the Congregation, each of the seven
NECP Provinces is preparing its own independent
strategic plan for the next Coordinating Meeting in
Spain at the beginning of May.   Each Province will
choose how it combines one or other of the above strate-
gic options – reorganising or restructuring – in its plan
or if it favours one in preference to the other. 

Below I share an example of each approach: an inter-
provincial reorganisation proposal and a province
restructuring strategy. 

“Reorganising Strategy A” – an inter-province pro-
posal: 

Five Provincials (SPE; MICH; GABR; PATR; IOS)
propose to REORGANISE these Provinces into a NEW
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The most recent meeting of leaders form the
Conference of Passionists in Africa took place
in Nairobi at our community in Ushirika at the

end of February 2008. Fortuitously the meeting
occurred at the time of the signing of an ‘accord’
between the to main political parties – the
Government parts (PNU) and the Opposition party
(ODM)  an historical event for the people of Kenya
and one that was greeting with joy and thanksgiving.

Because of travel difficulties and the recent unrest
not all members of the CPA were able to attend, but
Michael Ogweno (representing Fr Arthur McCann,
Regional Vicar for South Africa/Botswana
(MATAF), Filippo Astori Regional Vicar Kenya
(CARLW), Fr Roberto Dal Corso, Regional Vicar
Tanzania (GEMM), Fr. John Muthengi (Secretary for
CPA) and Fr Denis Travers General Council (with

AAFFRRIICCAA

CCPPAACCPPAA
AAFFRRIICCAA

MEETING OF CPA LEADERS 
FFrr..  DDeenniiss TTrraavveerrss,,  GGeenneerraall  CCoonnssuullttoorr

(L-R) Fr. Filippo Astori (CORM), Fr. John Muthengi (CORM),
Fr. Denis Travers, General Consultor, Fr. Michael Ogweno
(PATR) and Fr. Roberto Dal Corso (GEMM).

l

In 1971 IOS responded to this call by initiating what
came to be known as Inner City Mission.  Passionists
moved to live in new locations where they aspired to be
in solidarity with the vulnerable.  A new style of
Passionist life and work developed from this initiative,
not linked primarily to traditional church structures such
as parishes or retreat houses.   The new mission was not
in competition with more traditional ministries, but
rather continued a IOS tradition to explore new ways for
Passionists to “reach out”. 

Over 37 years this initiative has continued to grow.
In 1997 IOS engaged in a province-wide two-year
restructuring review. This culminated in a 1999
Province Assembly to approve new province objectives
among which were: 1) to “let go” of all the traditional
Province institutions in favour of 2) focusing and con-
centrating province resources in solidarity with those at
the margins. Successive Provincial Chapters re-con-
firmed this programme which continues today.  Our
chosen route is not an easy one but it leads the Province
on a richly rewarding journey. The decision has affected
every aspect of Province life and touched everyone –
from the youngest professed to the most senior reli-
gious. It has opened wonderful new partnerships as well
as causing inevitable sadness to friends seeing
Passionists leaving familiar places such as Sutton and
Highgate.  This process necessarily changes every

aspect of Province life from recruitment and formation
to finance and community life.

We are very interested in IOS to see if other
Passionists are also exploring parallel strategies in
their restructuring plans. We hope we will find ways
for mutual encouragement while travelling similar
roads.  Perhaps the greatest benefit that restructuring
brings to the Congregation is such shared enthusiasm
and enrichment sharing the mystery of the Cross not
only with fellow Passionists but more specifically with
the poor and vulnerable endemic in every culture and
society today. 

Conclusion
In his letter to the Congregation on the feast of our

Holy Founder last year, Father General reminded us:
“Restructuring is not an end in itself; it is a means of
giving renewed vitality to the Congregation. It can serve
to create new ways of being together and for discerning
new responses to the changing conditions of the world
and of the Congregation.”

I share this short NECP update as a small contribu-
tion to continuing inter-province/regional discernment
processes and in that commitment for the vitality of our
Passionist Congregation of which Father General
speaks.  We look forward to our continuing conversa-
tions on the road ahead.
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pastoral zone liaison with Africa) attended. Fr Emery
Kibal Nkufi sent an apology, but was able to take part
in some telephone communications to assist with for-
ward planning.

Michael Ogweno also attended in his capacity as
the Regional Coordinator for Restructuring for the
CPA Region.

In October, 2007, in conjunction
with the feast of St. Paul of the
Cross the first group of mem-

bers of the Passionist Family in the
CONC Province of Argentina made
a one-year promise to keep alive
the memory of the Passion of Jesus.

The text that they used is as fol-
lows: “Because we believe in the
love that emanates from the folly of
the Cross, we commit ourselves for
one year to Remember:
Contemplating Easter in the
Passion of Jesus, being witnesses
of Easter in the midst of suffering
and sharers and prophets of Easter
in the passion of the world—in this
Family and from this family toward everyone.”

It was not the intention of the founders of this group to establish a movement, because a movement
involves membership in an institution, whereas the Passionist Family is concerned with vocation.  Fr. Juan
María Rosasco, CP, CONC Provincial Superior states: “We are not emphasizing the institutional dimension as
much as the things that we do as an organization…we stress the dimension of IDENTITY, to be able to say
who we are.  Clearly we can say that the Passionist Family of the Immaculate Conception is not only com-
posed of seventeen religious; this weekend we can see that we are more than 100 which is something that we
celebrate with joy”.

PASSIONIST FAMILY IN THE CONC
PROVINCE OF ARGENTINA

Religious and laity of the CONC Passionist Family

l

l

Some people gathered for Friday Stations of the Cross in
our grounds.

The major focus of the meeting was to share with
each other about the present status of Vicariate and
Vice Province Plans that are being prepared by the
members of the CPA Region. The meeting was also
able to address matters arising from the previous
meeting, do some forward planning for future CPA
event. The Leaders also discussed with the General
Cousultor ways in which he could be involved in
future meetings of the Region to also assist commu-
nications.

The Congregational events associated with World
Youth Day were also discussed and a separate pres-
entation about our three meetings was made to all the
students of the Theology house at Kisima. 

Communications will always be a challenge for
the CPA Region and some practical strategies to
assist the effective communications between each of
the members were decided upon. 

Next year, 2009 will be a significant year for the
Region with the Vicariates of Kenya, Tanzania, South
Africa/Botswana and the Vice Province of the Congo
all having Congresses in the first four months of the
year. The CPA conference members intend to meet
again in May 2009 after all four jurisdictions have
held their respective Congresses.
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From 1 to 10 October,
2007, Father Fabiano
Giorgini, CP (PIET)

preached a retreat for
Passionist Cloistered nuns at
the San Giuseppe (St. Joseph)
Retreat on Monte Argentario.
The initiative for the retreat
came from the nuns of the
Monastery in the city of
Loreto (Italy) following a
recommendation of a meeting
in 2000 of their Superiors.
The proposal was to offer the
nuns a course in order to
grow in greater appreciation
of our spirituality in the set-
ting of Mt. Argentario where the Congregation was born, but which many of the nuns had never visited.  With
this goal in mind, a decision was made to extend an invitation to the religious of the other monasteries in Italy.
This would also offer opportunities for them to share experiences, to encourage one another in their fidelity
to the Lord and to enable on-going formation.  By means of their Assistant in Italy, Fr. Piergiorgio Bartoli
(Provincial PIET) the religious of the other eight monasteries were invited and 34 nuns attended.  

One of the nuns summarized the experience with these words:  “The geographic distances could not dimin-
ish the sense of communion that we experienced being together for these days in which we prayed with one
voice in the Church, our Mother and in our Monasteries.  We shared the richness of honestly sharing views and
opinions which helped to develop our sense of ‘being Passionists’ in the womb of this dear Mother (Church)
that asks us to being living reminders of the great love with which Jesus loved us to the very end”.

COURSE ON PASSIONIST SPIRITUALITY
FOR ITALIAN PASSIONIST NUNS AT

MONTE ARGENTARIO

50 YEARS OF RELIGIOUS LIFE:
SR. ELVIRA DIAZ LEAL, CFP

On December 28, 2008, at the Generalate of Sts. John
and Paul, Rome, Sr. Elvira Diaz Leal celebrated her
Golden Jubilee in the Institute of the Daughters of the

Passion (“Hijas de la Pasión”).
Sister Elvira was born on 25 December 1930 in Mexico,

the fourth of eleven children. Her early childhood provided
the Christian atmosphere in which a vocation to religious life
was nourished.  She embraced the Passionist charism and pro-
fessed first vows on 28 December 1957 in Toluca, Mexico.
She was assigned to Sisters’ mission in Cholula Puebla and
after seven years she was assigned to Passionist Generalate in
Rome.  She was one of the first Sisters to arrive in Rome and
she has been a member of that community for the past 44
years.

Together with Fr. Ottaviano D’Egidio, Superior General
and all of the religious of the Community of Sts. John and Paul
we thank God for the gift of her vocation which she has lived with fidelity and generosity for 50 years! l

Sr. Elvira Diaz Leal
and Fr. Ottaviano D’Egidio.

Fr. Ottaviano D’Egidio, Superior General, Fr. Fabiano Giorgini (PIET) and Passionist Nuns

l
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PRIESTLY ORDINATIONS

On 20 October, 2007 in the REPAC Province of
Indonesia, Fr. Januarius Kompu was ordained to the
priesthood.  In the SPE LIBER Vicariate of Brazil,
Frs. Roberto Moreira de Souza Neto and Denilson
Rodrigues do Nascimento were also ordained on 20
October 2007. Fr. Francisco De Paula of the DOL
VICT Vicariate of Brazil was ordained on 15
December 2007 and on the same day in the CALV
Province of Brazil, Fr. Paulo Antonio Da Silva was
also ordained to the priesthood.

DIACONATE ORDINATIONS
On 13 October 2007, Hélber Alexander Pinilla

Murcia of the FID Vice Province of Colombia was
ordained to the diaconate.  Alessandro Ciciliani of the
PIET Province of Italy and Benedetto Manco of the
DOL Province of Italy were both ordained deacons
on 27 October 2007. On 28 October Juan Louis
Stanislaus of the CRUC THOM Vicariate of India
was ordained to the diaconate and on 8 December,
Bruno Dinis Moreira da Silva of the FAT Province of

Fr. Januarius Kompu (REPAC) 

Bruno Dinis Moreira da Silva (FAT)

Portugal was also ordained a deacon. Finally, on 16
December 2007, the following religious of the CALV
Province of Brazil were ordained deacons: José
Francisco do Nascimento, José Jaílson da Silva and
Mário Porfírio Ferreira.

Fr. Benedetto Manco (DOL)

å
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Choque Flores and Iván
Omar Santana Ochoa. In
the CORI RES Vicariate
of Peru, Elmer Alvarado
Cordoba, Cristobal
Agurtu Ibañez, Luís
Torres Chavarría, Helí
Ramirez Lizana, Roger
Tamay Ramírez and Joel
Edgardo Vélez Colón also
professed First Vows on 5
January 2008. On 13
January 2008, in the
CALV Province of Brazil,
Vitor Hugo Lourenço pro-
fessed Temporary Vows.
And on 9 February 2008,
Wellington Santos Pires
of the PRAES DOMIN
Vicariate of Brazil pro-
fessed First Vows.

Fr. Francisco De Paula (DOL VICT)

Fr. Denilson Rodrigues do Nascimento, CP and Fr. Roberto
Moreira de Souza Neto, CP (SPE LIBER)

PROFESSION OF FIRST VOWS

In the FAM Province of Spain, José Daniel
Valecillo Pérez professed First Vows on 26 October
2007.  On 5 January 2008, in the SANG Province of
Spain the following religious professed First Vows:
Marco Antonio Alanoca Choque, Rafael Gonzalo

Omar Trejo Valdéz, Benjamín A. Reyes García, Julio Cesar
Rivera López, Juan de Dios A. Mondragón Velasquez.

Elmer Alvarado Cordoba (CORI RES), Cristobal Agurtu Ibañez (CORI RES), Luís Torres
Chavarría(CORI RES), Helí Ramirez Lizana (CORI RES), Roger Tamay Ramírez(CORI RES) ,
Joel Edgardo Vélez Colón (CORI PAC), Rafael Gonzalo Choque (SANG), Marco Antonio
Alamoca (SANG), Iván Omar Santana (SANG).



PROFESSIONS - ORDINATIONS

37March 2008 - PIB n. 16

Márcio Santos de Souza, José Secundino Mendes Oliveira
and Alessandro dos Santos Alves.

(Kneeling) Alfredo Ocampo; (standing) Hugo Espar

Vanderlan Gomes da Paz, Paulo Sergio Miranda

José Carlos
Aquino

(Temporary
Profession)

and
Wellington

Santos
Pires
(Final

Profession).

PROFESSION OF FINAL VOWS

In the FAM Province of Spain, four religious
professed Final Vows on 19 October 2007: Julio
César Rivera López, Omar Trejo Valdéz, Juan de
Dios Antonio Mondragón Velásquez and
Benjamín Antonio Reyes García. On 21 October
in the CRUC THOM Vicariate of India, Juan
Louis Stanislaus professed Perpetual Vows. In the
PRAES DOMIN Regional Vicariate of Brazil the

l

following religious professed Final Vows on 8
December, 2007:  Márcio Santos de Souza, José
Secundino Mendes Oliveira and Alessandro dos
Santos Alves. In the CRUC Province of the USA,
Alfredo Ocampo professed Final Vows on 29
December 2007 and Hugo Esparza on 6 January
2008. Francisco Borda Oruño of the SANG EXAL
Vicariate of Bolivia made Perpetual Profession on
5 January 2008. 

During the month of February, 2008, Victor
Manuel Ramada Cepeda of the FID Vice-Province of
Colombia professed Final Vows on the 2nd and on
the 9th, José Carlos Souza Aquino of the PRAES
DOMIN Vicariate of Brazil professed Final Vows.
And in the DOL VICT Vicariate of Brazil Vanderlan
Gomes da Paz and Paulo Sergio Miranda made Final
Profession on 17 February 2008.
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NOTITIAE OBITUS

Usque ad diem octobris 2007 – februarius 2008, acceptae
DIE OBDORMIVIT PROVINCIA NATUS VOTA

IN DOMINO NUNCUPAVERAT
10/10/2007 Fra. Marcel Vervaeke GABR 1930 23/08/1962
12/10/2007 Sac. José Antonio

Garrogerrikaetxebarria CORI 1933 09/09/1951
29/10/2007 Sac. Sante Di Marco PIET 1937 22/09/1957
03/11/2007 Sac. Clemente Dragonetti DOL 1915 22/08/1933
20/11/2007 Sac. Giancarlo Rinaldi CORM 1928 19/09/1948
26/11/2007 Sac. Anastasio Peruzzo CORM 1922 15/09/1941
04/12/2007 Sac. Victor Van Vliet SPE 1916 09/09/1935
06/12/2007 Sac. Eugenio Brizi PRAES 1926 22/07/1944
27/12/2007 Fra. Vincent Basile PAUL 1945 08/03/1964
30/12/2007 Sac. Joseph Furst SPIR 1932 05/02/1962
05/01/2008 Sac. Evangelist McKiernan PATR 1929 15/09/1947

Fra. Joannes Van Rossum SPE 1932 06/11/1954
10/01/2008 Ep. Paul Michael Boyle CRUC 1926 09/07/1946
17/01/2008 Sac. Damiano Cionti DOL 1920 10/09/1936
19/01/2008 Sac.Gabino Zugazaga Mugarra CORI 1920 09/07/1936
23/01/2008 Sac.Stanislaus Wasek PAUL 1925 15/08/1947
25/01/2008 Sac. Ramón Ramón Fernández FAM 1931 08/12/1951
04/02/2008 Sac. Miguel Angel Nocedal Arias REG 1938 08/08/1976
11/02/2008 Fra. Beniamino Di Pasquale PIET 1919 14/01/1936
13/02/2008 Sac. Candido Cambiaso CORM 1914 09/09/1930
16/02/2008 Sac. Gualberto Bucchi PIET 1929 22/09/1958
27/02/2008 Sac. Iñaki Zumarraga Azpiazu CORI 1933 02/09/1951

MONIALES ET SORORES
03/10/2007 Sr. Marie van de Monasterio Passionistarum de Tielt 1919 03/05/1940

vernedere Jezus Damase   
17/10/2007 Sr. Eufrasia Tassini  Sororum Passionistarum 1935 17/09/1955

a S. Paulo a Cruce (Signa)
30/10/2007 Sr. Luisa Maria  Muñoz Sororum Passionistarum 1937 03/10/1963

a S.Paulo a Cruce (Signa)
03/11/2007 Sr. Maria Bernarda Filippoli Sororum Passionistarum 1929 02/11/1947

a S. Paulo a Cruce (Signa)
17/11/2007 Sr. Marina Da Silva Sororum Passionistarum 1923 15/08/1946

a S. Paulo a Cruce (Signa-Brasile)
29/11/2007 Sr. Agnes Therese Donnellan Sororum SS. Crucis et Passionis 1918 21/03/1948

D.N.I.C. (N. Ireland)
12/12/2007 Sr. Cyril Joseph O’Neill  Sororum SS. Crucis et Passionis 1914 10/05/1948

D.N.I.C. (Ireland)
25/12/2007 Sr. Marron Mccartan Sororum SS. Crucis et Passionis 1918 13/05/1941

D.N.I.C. (Anglia)
29/12/2007  Sr. Maria Zwambag   Monasterio Passionistarum de Sittard 1929 15/09/1953

(Nederland)
29/12/2007 Sr. Annunziata Bruzziches Monasterio Passionistarum 1914 04/01/1936

de Vignanello
31/12/2007 Sr. Serafina Rizzi Sororum Passionistarum 1925 02/11/1947

a S. Paulo a Cruce (Signa)
03/01/2008 Sr. Luisa Agazzi Monasterio Passionistarum de Ovada 1914 23/08/1937
07/01/2008 Sr. Enrica Summa Sororum Passionistarum 1924 22/11/1949

a S. Paulo a Cruce (Signa)
17/01/2008 Sr. Eulalie Mumbongo Membila Sororum Passionistarum 1975 06/08/2002

a S. Paulo a Cruce (Signa)
05/02/2008, Sr. Gemma Ryan  Sororum SS. Crucis et Passionis 1922 04/06/1943

D.N.I.C. (Anglia)



Paul’s motto on his coat of arms as Bishop of Mandeville was “His cross is our hope.” His life
was centered on the Passion and Death of Jesus Christ. By rendering service to others, by
asking “What can I give?” over “What can I get?” Paul was a man for all seasons inspiring
hope in all who came to know him.
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“His Cross is Our Hope”
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