
orld Youth Day 
(WYD) takes place 

locally every year on Palm 

Sunday within each Diocese, 

and on an international 

scale every 2-3 years.  

The last International WYD 

was held in Cologne in 2005 

and at the closing mass 

P o p e  B e n e d i c t  X V I 

announced that the next 

WYD will be held in Sydney in 
2008.  

Young People from all over 

the world will be travelling to 

Sydney to experience an 

amazing program of events 

including speakers, concerts, 

prayer and the final Mass 

with the Pope at Randwick. 

It is expected that over half 
a million people will be in 

attendance at the final 

mass!  

On the way to WYD we are 

inviting Passionist Pilgrims to 

come to Endeavour Hills to be 

part of the Passionist Youth 
Encounter (PYE.08).  

This dynamic 4 day program 

has been developed so that 

young people of all cultures, 

denominations and gender 

may celebrate our faith and 

prepare for the Pilgrimage to 

Sydney.  

During PYE.08, our international 

pilgrims will receive the warm 

hospitality of the people of 

Endeavour Hills Parish.   

Families are now registering for 

HomeStay Melbourne.  All 

Pilgrims will be billeted in our 

homes. 

Our Church and School will be 

prepared to welcome Pilgrims 

through the Days of PYE.  

We are expecting 500 overseas 

and interstate pilgrims in 

Endeavour Hills, Melbourne, from 

9-12 July 2008.  

The Passionist Youth Encounter 
(PYE.08) will include: 

� Homestay (Endeavour Hills) 

� International Guest Speakers 

� Music and Drama 

� Prayer and Reflection 

� Shared Meals 

� A Multicultural festival 

� A final Diocesan commissioning 

Mass (@ Telstra Dome) 

� ...and much more! 

World Youth Day is a great 

opportunity for all of us to 

experience and be part of the 

biggest event to take place in 

Australian history and it all starts 

here at our parish! 

What’s The Story ? ? ? 

PILGRIMS EXPECTED 500 

SPACES AVAILABLE 95 

SPACES REQUIRED 405 

MONTHS UNTIL WYD 11 

Stats & Figures 

Special points of interest: 

• Melbourne is expecting 

approximately 30,000 

young Catholics pilgrims 

from overseas this time 

next year! 

•  Endea vo ur  H i l l s  i s 

expecting 500 of those 

pilgrims! We need your 
help to welcome and 

accommodate them! 

Countdown to WYD: 
11 MONTHS TO GO!  

W 

Individuals are now able to 

register their interest by joining 

a specific Passionist Group 

from their home country or 

region.  Group Leaders are 

reminded to make a specific 

group registration similar to the 

Melbourne Passionist one: 

To register for WYD, go to: 

www.wyd2008.org 

 

Group:  Passionists (your city)  

(Our Group is Passionists 

Melbourne) 

Sydney Parish:    Marrickville 
...and follow the links! 

To register for PYE: 

Download a Registration Form 

from www.passion8.org.au 

This should be sent to your local 

co-ordinator. 

Indiv idual  Regist rat ions Now Open! 
oung People from 

around the world and 

Australia can register to 

attend World Youth Day 

2008 and the Passionist Youth 

Encounter! 

Individual registrations have 

opened on 20 July. 

Melbourne has already 

received indications of 

attendance from 10,000 
international pilgrims! 

Y 

World Youth Day 2008 

www.passion8.org.au 
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witnesses in service.  This service witness    

entails taking up and carrying the cross 

today, much like the late disciple, 

Simon of Cyrene. 

Passionist Spirituality today invites us to 

be active contemplatives.  From the 

action of immersing ourselves into the 

ministry of the Cross in the lives of 

people in need, we step back and 

contemplate the presence of the 

crucified one in the lives and the 

events of the people we serve.   

here is a well known story of a 

guy going into a jewellery shop 

wanting to buy a cross to wear around 

his neck.  When the shop assistant 

showed him what was on offer, he 

turned and asked: “Don’t you have 
one with the little man on it?” Sadly, this 

story is true, and has been heard by 

many such shop assistants.  

Passionist Spirituality  

Passionist Spirituality is centered on the 

Cross, the Cross of Jesus.  For us the 

Cross is a central part of a big story.  

The Cross is the story of God, the 

Creator Father, not distant on some 

star, but present amongst is, sharing our 

lives, our stories, and rather intimately.   

The Cross is the story of the Son, God 

made man, the Incarnate One, who 

lived fully as a man of his time, but in 

taking the journey that immersed him in 

the lives of God’s People (one might 

say pilgrimage) embraced the Cross as 

a necessary path to Resurrection.  

Today he  carries our Cross for us.  The 

Cross is the story of the Holy Spirit, the 

one who gives us the power of God, of 

God’s love, and empowers us to be    

The Passionist Youth Encounter  

The Passionist Youth Encounter in 2008 

recognizes that Passionist Ministry is 

exercised by many people of many 
ages today.  For some it’s expressed in 

a collective way as Passionist 

Volunteers.  For others it’s expressed 

individually, by a personal life of love 

and service of another or of others.  For 

some it’s expressed by a life long 

commitment as a vowed Passionist 

Religious.  All of us have a story, of how 
God works in us today.  All of us carry 

either our own Cross, or the Cross of 

another. 

The Passionist Youth Encounter is an 

opportunity to listen to the   stories of 
others, all of us young Passionists from 

across the world.  And in the listening, 

we are invited once again to 

contemplate and celebrate the great 

mystery of God’s love revealed in the 

Crucified of Today. 

Hopefully this Encounter will lead us 

forward as Disciples of the crucified 

and Risen One into the world of today 

and tomorrow.  

- John Pearce CP 

So...What’s the Story? ? ? 

If you have any questions or would like to register for the Passionist Youth Encounter    Passionist Youth Encounter    Passionist Youth Encounter    Passionist Youth Encounter    
please feel free to email me at:     jeremy.yuen@passionists.com jeremy.yuen@passionists.com jeremy.yuen@passionists.com jeremy.yuen@passionists.com     

he Prime Minister  along with 

hundreds of clergy and other 

representatives from Australia and New 

Zealand's Catholic and indigenous 

communities gathered inside a Qantas 

aeroplane hangar at Sydney Airport on 

the 1st of July to welcome the arrival of 

the Cross and Icon from New Zealand. 

"The Cross and the Icon are a reminder 

that next year World Youth Day will be a 
magnificent opportunity for the young 

in their thousands, not only from 

Australia, but around the world, to 

reaffirm their faith and to remind the 

world and to remind this nation of the 

enduring relevance and resonance 

about the Christian message," Mr 

Howard told the gathering. 

D u r i n g  t h e 

event, Guy 
Sebastian and 
P a u l i n i 
premiered the 

official World 

Youth Day Sydney 2008 anthem, 

Receive the Power, a song Guy wrote 

with Gary Pinto for next year's event.  

The cross and icon has now begun a 

12-month tour of Australia which will 

culminate with World Youth Day in 

Sydney next July when Pope Benedict 
XVI is expected to make his first visit to 

Australia.  

The Cross and Icon will be in the 

Archdiocese of Melbourne between 

the 26th April and 10th May, 2008.  

"It's an occasion not only for Catholics, 

but for all who profess the Christian faith 

and the Christian belief, to celebrate 

the marvellous message of the Christian 

religion and its continuing importance 

to our country and the life of all of its 

citizens."  

The 3.8m cross and 

15kg icon, which is 

a copy of the 

ancient painting 

S a l u s  P o p u l i 

Romani, arrived 

from New Zealand 

aboard a Qantas 

Boeing 767 which 

parked inside the 

hangar.  

Arrival of the WYD Cross & Icon 
T 

T 

“Whoever does not carry his cross and come 
after me cannot be my disciple” (Lk 14:27) 
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